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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES (BOT) OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA 

REGULAR MEETING 
AT THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 

2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 

MONDAY, November 24, 2025  

6 P.M.  

AGENDA 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 

4. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the 
following items of recurring or routine business) 
a) BOT MINUTES – November 11, 2025 - BOT Regular Meeting    
b) APPROVAL – Purchase Requisition – Community Center Security Upgrades – Apic 

Solutions - $151,778.86 – from Capital Outlay Funding 
c) APPROVAL – Purchase Requisition – Copper & Lead Line Testing – CobbFendley - 

$23,952.50 – From Capital Outlay Funding 
 

5. PUBLIC INPUT ON CASES – The public is invited to address the Board as allowed by the 
chair. 
 

6. ACTION AND CONSIDERATION  
OLD BUSINESS 
a) DISCUSSION – 2025 Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map – Updated 

 
b) DISCUSSION – 2025 Comprehensive Plan Priorities Action Plan (handed out at 

meeting) 
 
c) APPROVAL – Personnel Designation for Public Works Grounds Team 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
d) DISCUSSION – Ongoing Projects Listing and Updates (handed out at meeting) 

 
e) DISCUSSION – 8.15 Code Update – Nuisance [Abatement] 
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f) APPROVAL – PZHAC CASE #062067 – 2185 Calle de Guadalupe, submitted by Richard 

Moreno.  Requesting approval to construct an accessory building on the property. ZONE: 
Historical Residential (HR).   
 

g) APPROVAL – PZHAC CASE #062071 - 2319 Calle de Santiago, submitted by The Fancy 
Pony Beauty & Boutique. Requesting approval install a projecting sign. ZONE: Historical 
Commercial (HC). 

 
h) APPROVAL – PZHAC CASE #062072 - 2319 Calle de Santiago, submitted by The Fancy 

Pony Beaty & Boutique. Requesting approval install a wall sign. ZONE: Historical 
Commercial (HC). 

 
i) APPROVAL – Resolution 2025-68 – Budget Adjustments  
 
j) APPROVAL – Resolution 2025-69 – CLG Code Amendments 
 
k) APPROVAL – Resolution 2025-70 – Amendment to Zoning Map – Rezone of 

Property at 2886 Snow Rd, Parcel number 4005139210015 
 
l) APPROVAL – Verizon Connect Vehicle Tracking and Asset Management 

 
7. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board as allowed by the chair. 

 
8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS & LIASION UPDATES 

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 
a) Calendar of Events 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

NOTICE 
If you need accommodation for a disability to enable you to fully participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact us at 524-
3262 at least one week prior to the meeting. The Mayor and Trustees request that all cell phones be turned off or set to vibrate. 
Members of the audience are requested to step outside the Board Room to respond to or to conduct a phone conversation. A copy 
of the agenda can be found online at www.mesillanm.gov. 
 

Posted 11.21.2025 online and at the following locations:  Town Hall and Visitor’s Center Avenida de Mesilla, Public Safety 
Building 2670 Calle de Parian, Mesilla Community Center 2251 Calle de Santiago, Short’s Food Mart 2290 Avenida de Mesilla, 
and the U.S. Post Office 2253 Calle de Parian.  Stream live at www.youtube.com/@townofmesilla7501. 

 

 
**BOT MEETINGS ARE AVAILABLE LIVE ON TOWN OF MESILLA’S YOUTUBE PAGE** 
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 1 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES (BOT) OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA 2 

 WORK SESSION MEETING 3 
AT THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 4 

2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 5 

MONDAY, November 10, 2025 – 5:30 P.M. 6 

WORKSESSION MINUTES 7 

 8 
TRUSTEES:  Russell Hernandez, Mayor   9 

   Adrianna Merrick, Mayor Pro Tem   10 
   Biviana Cadena, Trustee 11 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Trustee  12 
   Gerard Nevarez, Trustee  13 

 14 
STAFF:    Ben Azcarate, Marshal 15 
   Lorenzo Astorga, Public Works Director 16 
   Edward Salazar, Econ & Com Development Director 17 
   Gloria S Maya, Town Clerk/Treasurer 18 
   Greg Whited, Fire Chief 19 
 20 
PUBLIC:  Rob Cabello  Sue & Dick VanFrank  Sonya Quintana 21 
   Sonia Lopez  Gary & Lori Fichman  Gabriel Quintana 22 
   Patricia Lozano  Eugenio Diaz   Karina Oberman 23 
   Jacquin Porter  Maggie Davidson  Stewart Oberman 24 
   William Davidson Terry Melendez   Pat Molina 25 
   Ken Dickson  DeeAnn Powers   Mary H Ratje 26 
   Tim Kraner  Natalie Clayshulte  Sallie Clayshulte 27 
   Carolyn Clayshulte Cecilia Vigil   Edward Gil 28 
   Sandra Lopez  Gayle Lowry Boggs  Janice Young 29 
   Dave Lowry  Roberto S Lopez   Janice & Bill Cook 30 
   Amy Rosser  Nora Barraza   Martha Mulvihill 31 
   Catherine Walkinshaw Erick Walkinshaw  M. Bender 32 
   JKathy Clayshulte Trina Witter   Scott Tufte 33 
   Andrea Bryan  Greg Lester   Edward Martinez 34 
   Irene Chavez   Joy Trillo   Yolanda Lucero 35 
   Beverly Estrada  Sylvia Acchione-Noel  Barb De 36 
   Barbara Baremore Crystal Whited   Melissa Molina 37 
 38 

1. WORKSESSION:   39 
a) Prioritizing 2025 Comprehensive Plan Action Plan  40 
b) Discussion 2025 Comprehensive Plan Zoning Map 41 

Mayor Hernandez discussed the 2025 Comprehensive Plan Action Plan and Zoning Map. 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
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 46 
 47 
 48 
 49 
Trustee Johnson-Burick commented 50 
 51 
Trustee Nevarez commented 52 
 53 
Trustee Cadena commented 54 
 55 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick commented 56 
 57 
Worksession closed at 6:30 p.m. 58 

 59 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES (BOT) OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA 60 

REGULAR MEETING 61 
AT THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 62 

2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 63 

MONDAY, November 10, 2025 – 64 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 65 

WORKSESSION 66 

6:31 P.M. MINUTES 67 

 68 
TRUSTEES:  Russell Hernandez, Mayor   69 

   Adrianna Merrick, Mayor Pro Tem   70 
   Biviana Cadena, Trustee 71 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Trustee  72 
   Gerard Nevarez, Trustee  73 

 74 
STAFF:    Ben Azcarate, Marshal 75 
   Lorenzo Astorga, Public Works Director 76 
   Edward Salazar, Econ & Com Development Director 77 
   Gloria S Maya, Town Clerk/Treasurer 78 
   Greg Whited, Fire Chief 79 
 80 
PUBLIC:  Rob Cabello  Sue & Dick VanFrank  Sonya Quintana 81 
   Sonia Lopez  Gary & Lori Fichman  Gabriel Quintana 82 
   Patricia Lozano  Eugenio Diaz   Karina Oberman 83 
   Jacquin Porter  Maggie Davidson  Stewart Oberman 84 
   William Davidson Terry Melendez   Pat Molina 85 
   Ken Dickson  DeeAnn Powers   Mary H Ratje 86 
   Tim Kraner  Natalie Clayshulte  Sallie Clayshulte 87 
   Carolyn Clayshulte Cecilia Vigil   Edward Gil 88 
   Sandra Lopez  Gayle Lowry Boggs  Janice Young 89 
   Dave Lowry  Roberto S Lopez   Janice & Bill Cook 90 
   Amy Rosser  Nora Barraza   Martha Mulvihill 91 
   Catherine Walkinshaw Erick Walkinshaw  M. Bender 92 
   JKathy Clayshulte Trina Witter   Scott Tufte 93 
  94 
 95 
 96 
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 97 
 98 
 99 
 100 
 101 
   Andrea Bryan  Greg Lester   Edward Martinez 102 
   Irene Chavez   Joy Trillo   Yolanda Lucero 103 
   Beverly Estrada  Sylvia Acchione-Noel  Barb De 104 
   Barbara Baremore Crystal Whited   Melissa Molina 105 
 106 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 107 
Mayor Hernandez led the Pledge of Allegiance. 108 

3. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 109 
Roll Call. 110 
Present: Mayor Hernandez, Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, Trustee Cadena, Trustee Nevarez, Trustee Johnson-Burick. 111 
 112 

4. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 113 
Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, Seconded by Trustee Nevarez.   114 
 115 
Motion passed unanimously 116 

5. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the 117 
following items of recurring or routine business) 118 
a) BOT MINUTES – October 27, 2025 - BOT Regular Meeting   Approved by consent agenda 119 
b) APPROVAL – PZHAC Case #062065 – 2920 Avenida de Mesilla, submitted by 120 

Austy, LLC.  Requesting approval to re-roof Lucky’s commercial building.  ZONE: 121 
Commercial (C).  Approved by consent agenda 122 

c) APPROVAL – PZHAC Case #062068 – 1901 Calle Pacana, submitted by EMG 123 
Construction.  Requesting approval to erect a rock wall.  ZONE: Historical 124 
Residential (HR).  Approved by consent agenda 125 

Motion: To approve consent agenda, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, Seconded by Trustee Nevarez.   126 
 127 
Motion passed unanimously 128 

 129 
6. PUBLIC INPUT ON CASES – The public is invited to address the Board as allowed by the 130 

chair. 131 
Ms. Powers commented 132 
 133 
Comment 134 
 135 
Ms. Molina commented 136 
 137 
Ms. Mulvihill commented 138 
 139 
Nora Barraza commented 140 
 141 
Comment 142 
 143 
Sandra Lopez commented 144 
 145 
Trina Witter commented 146 
 147 
Ms. Chavez commented 148 
 149 
 150 
 151 
 152 
 153 
 154 
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 155 
 156 
 157 
 158 
Mr. Lopez commented 159 
 160 
Ms. Clayshulte commented 161 
 162 
Ms. Lozano commented 163 
 164 
Mr. Lowry commented 165 
 166 
Ms. Clayshulte commented 167 
 168 
Mayor Hernandez commented 169 

 170 
7. PRESENTATION: 171 

a) Fire Department: Holiday Fire Safety 172 
Fire Chief Whited made a presentation on Holiday Fire Safety. 173 
 174 
Trustee Nevarez Commented 175 

 176 
8. ACTION AND CONSIDERATION  177 

OLD BUSINESS 178 
a) APPROVAL – Resolution 2025-62 - Amendment to Zoning Map - Rezone  179 

Mr. Salazar reviewed Resolution 2025-62. 180 
 181 
Motion: To approve Resolution 2025-62 – Amendment to Zoning Map - Rezone, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem 182 
Merrick, Seconded by Trustee Nevarez.   183 
 184 
Trustee Nevarez commented 185 
 186 
Mr. Caro commented 187 
 188 
Trustee Johnson-Burick commented 189 
 190 
Ms. Caro commented 191 
 192 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes-3; No-1) 193 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick    Yes 194 
Trustee Cadena                   Yes 195 
Trustee Johnson-Burick      No  196 
Trustee Nevarez                 Yes 197 
 198 

NEW BUSINESS 199 
b) DISCUSSION – MOJAC Supreme Court Ruling & Next Steps 200 

Mayor Hernandez reviewed the MOJAC Supreme Court Ruling & the Next Steps. 201 
 202 
Trustee Cadena commented 203 
 204 
Mr. Cabello commented 205 
 206 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick commented 207 
 208 

c) APPROVAL – Fire Department Battalion Chief Job Description & Position/Salary 209 
Fire Chief reviewed the Fire Department Battalion Chief Job Description & Position/Salary. 210 
 211 
Motion: To approve Fire Department Battalion Chief Job Description & Position/Salary, Moved by Mayor 212 
Pro Tem Merrick, Seconded by Trustee Nevarez.   213 
 214 
 215 006
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 216 
 217 
 218 
 219 
Trustee Nevarez commented 220 
 221 
Mr. Caro commented 222 
 223 
Trustee Johnson-Burick commented 224 
 225 
Ms. Caro commented 226 
 227 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes-4) 228 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick    Yes 229 
Trustee Cadena                   Yes 230 
Trustee Johnson-Burick      Yes 231 
Trustee Nevarez                 Yes 232 
 233 

d) APPROVAL – Personnel Designation for Battalion Chief 234 
Mayor Hernandez reviewed the Personnel Designation for Battalion Chief.  235 
 236 
Motion: To approve Personnel Designation for Battalion Chief, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, 237 
Seconded by Trustee Cadena.  238 
 239 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes-4) 240 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick    Yes 241 
Trustee Cadena                   Yes 242 
Trustee Johnson-Burick      Yes  243 
Trustee Nevarez                  Yes 244 

 245 
e) APPROVAL – Resolution 2025-63 CLG Code Amendments  246 

Mayor Hernandez reviewed Resolution 2025-63 CLG Code Amendments.    247 
 248 
Motion: To approve Resolution 2025-63 CLG Code Amendments, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, 249 
Seconded by Trustee Johnson-Burick.  250 
 251 
Mr. Salazar commented 252 
 253 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes-4) 254 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick    Yes 255 
Trustee Cadena                   Yes 256 
Trustee Johnson-Burick      Yes  257 
Trustee Nevarez                  Yes 258 
 259 

f) APPROVAL – Resolution 2025-67 - Colonias Infrastructure Emergency Funding 260 
Application  261 

Mayor Hernandez reviewed Resolution 2025-67 – Colonias Infrastructure Emergency Funding 262 
Application.    263 
 264 
Motion: To approve Resolution 2025-67 – Colonias Infrastructure Emergency Funding Application, Moved 265 
by Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, Seconded by Trustee Johnson-Burick. 266 
 267 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes-4) 268 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick    Yes 269 
Trustee Cadena                   Yes 270 
Trustee Johnson-Burick      Yes  271 
Trustee Nevarez                  Yes 272 
 273 
 274 
 275 
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 276 
 277 
 278 
 279 
 280 

9. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board as allowed by the chair. 281 
Mr. Lester commented 282 

 283 
10. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 284 

a) Discussion concerning limited personnel matters; pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 10-285 
15-1(H)(2) – Public Works Department 286 

Motion: To enter into Closed Executive Session, Moved by Trustee Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Mayor 287 
Pro Tem Merrick.   288 
 289 
Motion passed unanimously  290 
 291 
Enter Closed Executive Session at 8:34 p.m. 292 
 293 
Motion: To enter into Regular Meeting, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, Seconded by Trustee Cadena.   294 
 295 
Motion passed unanimously  296 
 297 
Enter Regular Meeting at 8:42 p.m. 298 
 299 

11. Any Actions that may arise as a result of Closed Executive Session.    300 
a) Public Works Department 301 

Motion: To approve the hiring of Ricardo Rodriguez for the position in the Public Works Department, 302 
Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Merrick, Seconded by Trustee Cadena.     303 
 304 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes-4) 305 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick    Yes 306 
Trustee Cadena                   Yes 307 
Trustee Johnson-Burick      Yes  308 
Trustee Nevarez                  Yes 309 

 310 
12. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS & LIASION UPDATES 311 

Trustee Nevarez: Taylor Historic Site Grand Opening Saturday, SCRTD Wednesday 312 
 313 
Trustee Johnson-Burick: MPO meeting Wednesday 1:00 p.m. at the City of Las Cruces; Taylor Historic Site Grand 314 
Opening Saturday 315 
 316 
Trustee Cadena: Taylor Historic Site Grand Opening Saturday.  317 
 318 
Mayor Pro Tem Merrick: MPO meeting Wednesday 1:00 p.m. at the City of Las Cruces; Taylor Historic Site Grand 319 
Opening Saturday 320 
 321 
Mayor Hernandez: MPO meeting Wednesday 1:00 p.m. at the City of Las Cruces; Taylor Historic Site Grand 322 
Opening Saturday, SWCOG Thursday, MPO Bylaws meeting Tuesday, Dignitary Night for the Taylor Historic Site 323 
Friday.   324 

13. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 325 
a) Ongoing Projects Listing 326 
b) Calendar of Events 327 

Marshal Azcarate gave a department (Marshal) update. 328 
 329 
Mr. Astorga gave a department (Public Works) update. 330 
 331 
 332 
 333 
 334 
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 335 
 336 
 337 
 338 
Mr. Salazar gave a department (Com/Economic Development) update. 339 
 340 
Ms. Maya gave a department (Finance) update.   341 
 342 
Trustee Nevarez commented 343 
 344 
Trustee Johnson-Burick commented 345 
 346 
Trustee Cadena commented 347 
 348 
Mayor Pro Tem commented 349 
 350 
Mayor Hernandez commented 351 

 352 
1. ADJOURNMENT 353 

The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary: Yes-4). 354 
 355 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:27 p.m. 356 
 P.M. 357 
 358 
APPROVED THIS 24th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2025. 359 

 360 
 361 
 362 
 363  364 

 Russell Hernandez  365 
    Mayor 366 

 367 
ATTEST: 368 
 369 

 370 
Gloria S. Maya 371 
Town Clerk/Treasurer   372 
 373 
 374 

 375 

 376 
**BOT MEETINGS ARE AVAILABLE LIVE ON TOWN OF MESILLA’S YOUTUBE PAGE** 377 
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Chapter 8.15 NUISANCES* 

NUISANCE ABATEMENT 

 
Sections: 

8.15.010 Public nuisance. 

 
8.15.020 Nuisance declared. 

 
8.15.030 Notice of nuisance. 

 
8.15.040 Complaint. 

 
8.15.050 Removal of nuisance. 

 
8.15.060 Injunctions. 

 
*  Code reviser’s note: This chapter, per MTC 9.05.010, is part of the “offense ordinance” of the town. See 

Chapter 9.05 MTC, Offenses, for definitions and rules of construction for offenses. 

8.15.010 Public nuisance. 

It is unlawful to commit public nuisance. Public nuisance consists of knowingly creating, performing or 

maintaining anything affecting any number of citizens without lawful authority which is either: injurious 

to public health, safety, morals or welfare; or interferes with the exercise and enjoyment of public 

rights including the right to use public property. [Prior code § 8-6-1] 

 
8.15.020 Nuisance declared. 

In the interest of the inhabitants of the municipality, it is necessary to prohibit the accumulation of junk, 

trash and refuse on property within the corporate limits of the municipality by declaring such 

accumulation a nuisance. The following are hereby declared to be a public nuisance: 

 
A. Unoccupied Premises. It shall be unlawful for any reason for any person to sweep, place or throw 

solid waste or other waste materials in or upon any sidewalk, street, alley or unoccupied premises. 

 
B. Unsanitary Premises. It shall be unlawful for any person property to permit or cause to remain in or 

about his premises any solid waste, weeds, motor vehicles not in operating condition, waste water or 

any conglomeration of residue thereof, which emits odors or serves as a feeding or breeding place for 

flies, insects or rodents; and which in the opinion of the sanitation officer is unsanitary, or injurious to 

public health. The accumulation of building materials, pipes, lumber or boxes may be maintained on 
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said premises if said accumulation is evenly piled and stacked for a reasonable length of time to be 

determined by the town marshal or otherwise duly authorized representative. 

 
C. Hazardous Premises. It shall be unlawful for any person property to permit in or about his 

premises weeds, briars, brush or any other solid waste to become in any way hazardous or injurious 

to public health or to obstruct pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

 
D. Accumulation of Solid Waste. It shall be unlawful for any person property to allow any solid 

waste to accumulate upon said premises, owned, leased, rented or occupied by him during 

intervals between collection thereof, except in the manner herein provided. 

 
It shall be unlawful any property to deposit  allow any solid waste in or upon the streets, alleys, 

sidewalks, gutters, curbing, storm sewers, parkways or vacant lots within the municipality, 

except in the manner and in the receptacles or containers as provided in subsection (E) of this 

section. 

 
E. Solid Waste Receptacles. All solid waste receptacles shall be maintained in a clean and 

sanitary condition by the owner or person property using the receptacle and such receptacles 

shall be located only in such places as shall be readily accessible for removing and emptying the 

same, but shall not be placed in such place or position as may constitute a nuisance or obstruction 

to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

F. Neglected Structures. Any building, dwelling, or accessory structure that, due to inadequate 

maintenance or care, exhibits visible signs of deterioration, wear, or lack of upkeep that, if left 

unaddressed, may lead to further decline or create a potential impact on neighboring properties. 

Such conditions may include, but are not limited to, peeling or damaged exterior finishes, broken 

or missing building components, overgrown vegetation affecting the structure, accumulation of 

debris, or failure to maintain weatherproofing. A neglected structure does not rise to the level of a 

dilapidated or unsafe structure but requires corrective maintenance to preserve its condition and 

prevent further deterioration. 

G. Dilapidated Structures. Any building, dwelling, or accessory structure that has deteriorated 

through prolonged neglect, damage, or lack of maintenance to the extent that its structural 

integrity, weatherproofing, safety systems, or essential components are significantly impaired. A 

dilapidated structure exhibits conditions that, if not promptly corrected, will continue to deteriorate 

and render the building unsafe, uninhabitable, or no longer capable of being used for its intended 

purpose. Such conditions may include, but are not limited to, failing or compromised structural 

elements; extensive deterioration of exterior walls, roofing, or foundation systems; broken or 
024
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missing windows or doors that expose the interior; hazardous electrical, mechanical, or plumbing 

systems; or any condition that poses a threat to life, safety, or continued occupancy. The 

designation of a structure as dilapidated authorizes municipal intervention to ensure necessary 

repairs, abatement, or mitigation to prevent further deterioration and protect public health, safety, 

and welfare. 

 
H. Outdoor Storage – Prohibited Acts – Exceptions. 

 
1. It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation property to store on, place on, or permit to 

be stored or placed on, or allowed to remain on any occupied or unoccupied land within the 

municipal limits, a dismantled, partially dismantled or inoperative motor vehicle, or any parts 

of a motor vehicle, except in areas where such activity is within the contemplated purposes of 

duly licensed businesses and are kept in a wholly enclosed garage or structure. 

 
2. Exceptions. Any person  being owner or tenant property, may store, permit to be stored or 

allow to remain upon his premises, any dismantled, partially dismantled or inoperative motor 

vehicle, or parts thereof, for a period not to exceed one week if such motor vehicle is 

registered in his name; and provided further, that any such owner or tenant property may, in 

the event of hardship, secure permission from the municipality to extend such period of time. 

 
3. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

 
a. “Motor vehicle” means any wheeled vehicle which is self-propelled or intended to be 

self-propelled; 

b. “Inoperative” or “inoperable motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle which by 

reason of dismantling, disrepair or other cause is incapable of being propelled under 

its own power; 

 
c. “Dismantled or partially dismantled vehicle” means any motor vehicle from which 

some part or parts which are ordinarily a component thereof have been removed or 

are missing. 

 

d. "Code Enforcement Officer" means that person authorized by the Town to cany out 

and enforce the provisions of Town ordinances, including but not limited to the 

provisions of this ordinance. 

 
e. "Foreclosed property" means a property for which any mortgage or tax foreclosure 
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with respect to such property has been initiated. 

 

f. “Legal or equitable interest or right of possession” means every interest, title, 

estate, or right of possession recognized by law and equity, including without 

limitations freeholds, life estates, future interests, condominium rights, time-share 

rights, leaseholds, easements, licenses, liens, deeds of trust, contractual rights, 

mortgages, security interests, real estate contracts, and any right or obligation to 

manage or act as agent or trustee for any person or entity holding any of the 

foregoing.   

 
g. “Nuisance” means anything that is created or maintained on and commercial, 

industrial, or residential property within the Town limits without lawful authority which 

is injurious to public health, safety, morals, or welfare, or which by its unsightly 

appearance would tend to discourage residential or commercial development in its 

immediate area.  

 
h. “Owner” means the individual or entity in control of the property, and having a legal 

or equitable interest or right of possession, or their representative, agent, or attorney-

in-fact.   

 
i. “Vacant” means a building, structure, or property which has not been legally 

occupied, used for its intended purpose, actively renovated or constructed, or secured 

such that there is control over unauthorized entry, for a period in excess of ninety (90) 

days. A building, structure, or property may be identified as vacant through any 

documented inspection by the Code Enforcement Officer or by notification by any 

individual or entity. 

 
j. “Zoning Hearing Examiner” means the person or firm delegated authority by the 

Governing Body to conduct hearings and make findings of fact and conclusions of law 

shall have professional experience in both land use and law. Appeals of decisions by 

the Zoning Hearing Examiner shall be heard by the Planning and Zoning Historical 

Appropriateness Commission. 

 
4. This section shall be construed as being supplementary to any sections of this chapter 

relating to rubbish, litter, refuse, and shall not be construed to permit the parking or placing of 

dismantled, partially dismantled or inoperable motor vehicles on any public street. [Ord. 
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2006-02 § 1; prior code § 8-6-2] 

 
8.15.25 Prohibitions and Enforcement. 

1. For the health, safety, and welfare of the people of the Town, it shall be unlawful 

for any person or entity who is the owner, manager, tenant, lessee, occupant, or 

other person having any legal or equitable interest or right of possession in or to 

any real property, motor vehicle, or other personal property to cause, permit, 

maintain, promote, facilitate, fail to prevent, or allow the creation or maintenance 

of a nuisance on such property, or to permit property to become a nuisance. 

Enforcement of a violation of this ordinance, and administration, supervision or 

performance of actions taken pursuant to this ordinance shall be through the 

Town Code Enforcement Officer with review by the Zoning Hearing Examiner, 

Planning and Zoning Commission, and Governing Body as specified in this 

ordinance. 

 
2. Notwithstanding all the penalties for abating nuisances that may be imposed by 

applicable law, if any person or entity fails to abate any nuisance or allows 

dumping, unsightly storage, nuisance vegetation, nuisance vehicles, dilapidated 

buildings, or any other nuisance to remain on property that is determined to be 

hazardous to the health, safety and welfare of the community, the Town may take 

the action set fo1th herein to abate the nuisance, charge the owner, and impose 

a lien on the property. 

 
8.15.030 Notice of nuisance. 

Any town marshal, officer or otherwise duly authorized representative, upon observing any 

violation of this chapter, shall issue a notice directed to the owner of record of the property on 

which the nuisance occurs, or to the occupant or tenant of the property, or both. The notice shall 

describe the violation and shall establish a reasonable time limit for abatement thereof by the 

owner or occupant or tenants, which limit shall be not less than two days nor more than 30 days 

after service of the notice. The notice may be served either personally, or by registered mail at the 

owner’s or occupant’s last known address. When all possibilities are exhausted in contacting the 

property responsible party, violation notice shall be posted on the front door. [Ord. 2006-02 § 2; 

prior code § 8-6-3] 
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8.15.35 Inspections. 
 
The Code Enforcement Officer shall be authorized, under the provisions of this ordinance, to inspect 

any premises in the Town for the purpose of enforcing and assuring compliance with the provisions of 

this ordinance subject to the following procedural requirements: 

A. The Code Enforcement Officer may conduct inspections from right-of-way and may 

assess the compliance of the subject property. Consent from any owner is not required. 

B. Upon the request of the Code Enforcement Officer, any owner may voluntarily provide 

access to Town staff to all interior portions of any property in order to assess 

compliance. 

 
8.15.040 Complaint. 

In the event the owner or occupant of the property where the nuisance violation of this chapter 

exists has failed, within the prescribed time, to abate the nuisance, then any municipal police the 

Code Enforcer officer or otherwise duly authorized representative shall file a civil complaint 

charging violation of this chapter with the municipal hearing examiner court demanding that the 

owner of the property, or the occupant thereof, or both, be held to answer to the court for the 

violation of this chapter. [Ord. 2006-02 § 3; prior code § 8-6-4] 

 
8.15.45 Notice to Abate.  
 
A. The Code Enforcement Officer, upon observing any nuisance as described in MTC 18.15.020 of this 

chapter, shall issue a written notice to the owner. The notice may be served personally, by 

certified mail to the property's address, or posted on the property. The notice to abate a nuisance 

shall contain the following: 

1. An order to abate the nuisance within ten (10) days or other specified reasonable time but 

not longer than 30 days. 

2. The location of the nuisance, if the nuisance is stationary. 

3. A description of the nuisance and ordinance citation of the nuisance. 

4. A statement of corrective action necessary to abate the nuisance. 

5. A statement that if the nuisance is not abated as directed, the matter will be considered 

by a Zoning Hearing Examiner, and the Town will take appropriate action, including 

abatement of the nuisance, imposition of the associated costs on the owner, and pursuit 

of a lien on the property. 

6. A statement of a right to hearing before a Zoning Hearing Examiner. 
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B. If the violation is not fully remedied by the stated deadline, the Code Enforcement Officer may 

refer the matter to a Zoning Hearing Examiner. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall conduct a 

quasi-judicial hearing following appropriate notice to the owner by certified mail to the property's 

address, or posting on the property. After considering the evidence presented at the hearing, the 

Zoning Hearing Examiner shall determine whether a nuisance requiring abatement exists. In the 

event the Zoning Hearing Examiner concludes that a nuisance exists, it shall: 

1. Issue an order to abate the nuisance within ten (10) days or other specified reasonable 

time, specifying the corrective action necessary to abate the nuisance. 

2. Include in the order notice to the owner that in the event the nuisance is not abated as 

directed, the Town will proceed to abate the nuisance, impose the costs of abatement 

on the owner, and impose a lien in the amount of the costs on the property. 

3. Include in the order notice to the owner of the right to appeal the decision to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission within fifteen (15) days. 

 
 
 
8.15.48 Right of Hearing 
Any person receiving notice to abate a nuisance may request a hearing before the 

Zoning Hearing Examiner on such matter within fifteen (15) days from the date of filing 

the notice. Any notice of abatement served by the Town shall advise the person 

allegedly committing the nuisance of their right to request a hearing before the Zoning 

Hearing Examiner. The Zoning Hearing Examiner shall consider the facts of the 

case and this ordinance in its decision. The Zoning Hearing Examiner's decision may 

be appealed to the Planning and Zoning Commission within thirty (15) days. 

 
8.15.050 Removal of nuisance. Abatement by Town 

In the event that a person is convicted of violating this chapter and still refuses to remove the junk, 

trash or refuse, the municipality may enforce this section in any manner consistent with law. 

Should the person refuse or fail to pay the assessment, the municipality shall collect such 

assessment as provided by law. [Prior code § 8-6-5] 

Upon the failure of the person to comply with an order to abate a nuisance in accordance with this 

title, MTC 18.15.45, the Town may proceed without notice to abate such nuisance itself. The Code 

Enforcement Officer shall proceed to abate such nuisance and shall prepare a statement of costs 

incurred in the abatement thereof and serve the statement of cost upon the person who failed to 
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comply. 

8.15.55 Town’s cost to declared lien. 

Any and all costs included by the Town in the abatement of a nuisance, or for amounts or 

fines assessed or arising under this ordinance, shall constitute a lien against the property 

upon which the nuisance was removed, which lien shall be filed pursuant to NMSA 1978, 

§ 3-36-. The Town shall be further empowered to foreclose the lien. The Town shall also 

be entitled to release any lien it holds upon payment of good and valuable consideration, 

whether such amount is paid by the owner(s) or any other individual or entity. 

A. Alternative methods of abatement. 

1. This ordinance is not intended to affect other legal remedies available to the 

Town or affected property owners to address a nuisance. 

2. A civil action to abate a public nuisance may be brought in any court of 

competent jurisdiction against any person or entity who creates, performs, or 

maintains a public nuisance. 

3. A lien against real estate may be foreclosed in the same manner that mortgages 

or other liens against real estate are foreclosed with like rights of redemption. A 

lien against personal property may be foreclosed in the same manner security 

interests are foreclosed. At the trial of any case foreclosing any lien, the recitals 

of the lien or other evidence of indebtedness shall be received in evidence as 

prima facie true. In the foreclosure of any lien created by municipal ordinance or 

under authority of law, a reasonable attorney's fee shall be granted by the court 

as part of the reasonable costs of the case. 

 

4. The Town may file a criminal complaint for public nuisance in the appropriate 

court as provided by New Mexico law. 

 

5. Pursuant to NMSA 1978, § 30-8-8(B), as it may be amended, a civil action to 

abate a public nuisance may be brought, by verified complaint in the name of the 

state without 

cost, by any public officer or private citizen, in the district court of the county 

where the public nuisance exists, against any person, corporation or association 

of persons who shall create, perform or maintain a public nuisance. 
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8.15.58 Appeals 

A. Appeal to Planning and Zoning Commission. 

1. Any person aggrieved by the decision of a Zoning Hearing Examiner may 

appeal to the Planning and Zoning Commission, provided that a written 

application for appeal is filed with the Town Clerk within thirty (30) days after 

the decision. 

2.     An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of this 

ordinance has been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of this ordinance do 

not fully apply, or the requirements of this ordinance are satisfied. 

            3.      The appellant, the appellant's representative, the Code Enforcement Officer,            

and any person whose interests are affected shall be given an opportunity to 

be heard. 

            4.    The Planning and Zoning Commission shall affrm1, modify or reverse the 

decision of the Code Enforcement Officer, Zoning Hearing Examiner at its 

discretion. 

             5.     A decision of the Planning & Zoning Commission shall be in writing and provide 

findings and conclusions based on the evidence presented at the hearing before 

it. 

             6.    The appellant shall pay any applicable costs associated with filing any such 

appeal. All fees are non-refundable. 

B.  Appeals to the Governing Body. 

1. Any person aggrieved by a decision by the Planning & Zoning Commission 

acting under this ordinance may appeal to the Town's Governing Body by 

submitting a written notice of appeal within thirty (15) days of the Commission's 

final decision. The notice of appeal shall be filed with the Town Clerk. 

2. Appeals to the Governing Body shall be based on the record before the 

Planning & Zoning Commission. The Planning & Zoning Commission shall 

prepare and provide the record on appeal to the Governing Body. 
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3. Notice of the appeal and hearing on the appeal shall be provided to those 

persons who participated in the hearing before the Planning & Zoning 

Commission. 

4. The Governing Body shall affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the Code 

Enforcement Officer or Zoning Hearing Examiner or P & Z Commission at 

its discretion. 

5. A decision of the Governing Body Planning & Zoning Commission shall be 

in writing and provide findings and conclusions based on the record. 

6. The appellant shall pay any applicable costs associated with filing any such 

appeal. All fees are non-refundable. 

 

B. Appeals to District Court. A decision of the Governing Body may be appealed to district 

court in accordance with NMSA 1978 § 39-3-1.1. 

 
8.15.060 Injunctions. 

The town marshal, or otherwise duly authorized representative, when a nuisance exists as set forth in 

this chapter, may maintain a complaint in the name of the municipality, perpetually, to enjoin all 

persons from maintaining or permitting the nuisance and to abate the same. [Ord. 2006-02 § 4; prior 

code § 8-6-6] 

18.15.70  
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The Mesilla Town Code is current through Ordinance 2021-03, passed December 30, 2021. 

 
Disclaimer: The town clerk’s office has the official version of the Mesilla Town Code. Users should contact the 

town clerk’s office for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above. 

 
Town Website: http://www.mesillanm.gov/ 

Town Telephone: (575) 524-3262 

 
Code Publishing Company 
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Rammed Earth Production 

Building with rammed earth is not new.  It is mentioned that the Romans introduced it to France. 
Prior to that its history extends from 9,000-7,000 B.C.E.  Various rammed earth buildings have been 
constructed in England, Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Mexico (and New Mexico) and California.  
Although building with rammed earth has been practiced for many centuries in many countries, the 
process is still widely unknown and limited in usage.   

Rammed-earth construction has also been used by "do-it-yourself"–type owners who prefer to use 
their own soil and labor to construct buildings. The rammed-earth technique can be used to build 
substantial structures, which include houses, barns, commercial buildings, walls, and stables. 
Rammed-earth walls are similar to pressed-earth blocks (similar to adobe bricks), but because of 
size, type equipment, and forms used to construct the walls, the production method differs.   

Rammed-earth walls are built by thoroughly tamping layers of moist soil between wooden, steel, or 
aluminum forms to form a layer several inches deep (Fig. 77). When a section of wall has been 
tamped, the forms are moved upwards or sideways and the process is repeated until the wall is 
completed. The ramming is done with hand-operated or pneumatic tampers that reduce the 
volume of the soil material 25–30% to a dense and firm compaction (Wolfskill and others, 1970; Fig. 
78). The forms require accurate setting and must be held in place so that the rammed-earth wall 
will be straight and true.  

Benefits (similar to that of adobe): 

In addition to having a low environmental impact (depending on material sourcing and cement and 
composition) , thermal mass and natural aesthetic, the benefit of rammed buildings are:  
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In summary, rammed earth is very similar adobe in composition and shares various physical and 
aesthetic attributes.  It will conform easily to the surrounding structures and match the design style 
in the Town.   

Based on the structural design given for this project, within the Historic Zone, I recommend 
approval. 

Liana Aguirre 
Historic Preservation Specialist 
Town of Mesilla 
comdev@mesillanm.gov 
Please feel free to email with any questions! 

 

Resources: 

(geoinfo.nmt.edu)-Bulletin127 (with some edits by LA). 

Wolfskill, L. A., Dunlap, W. A., and Gallaway, B. M., 1970, Hand-book for building homes of earth: Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, Office of International Affairs, Washing-ton, D. C., 160 pp. 

(images from https://www.greenspec.co.uk/building-design/rammed-earth/) 
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PZHAC: 1112412025 

DAC ACCOUNT - R0400318 

BLDG CODE-NIA 

EVALUATION COST- $NIA 

FEE-$66 

BOARD ACTION FORM 

AGENDA DATE 

BOT: 11/2412025 

ITEM: PZHAC CASE #062071 - 2319 Calle de Santiago, submitted by The Fancy Pony Beauty 
& Boutique. Requesting approval install a projecting sign .. ZONE: Historical Commercial (HC). 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS: 

Mrs. Brady E. Reno is requesting approval of an already installed sign outside her new business in 
Mesilla. Mrs. Reno was recently approved for a business license last meeting, and a discussion was 
held regarding signage already installed without a permit. Mrs. Reno advised, she was unaware of 
permit requirements and is looking to come in compliance. 

IMPACT: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to recommend approval of the applicant's request for approval of
this request to the BOT.

• The applicant has the authority to make an application request to the PZHAC and BOT.
• The applicant has the authority to appeal the decision from PZHAC to BOT.

ALTERNATIVES: 

The Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness Commission (PZHAC) may: 
l.  Recommend approval of this case with findings stated above.
2. Recommend approval of this case with findings stated above and conditions.
3. Deny the application.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: 

• Sign was installed in an existing projecting sign bracket. Is above 7 ft from sidewalk as
required by MTC 18.65.150(A)'

• Signs are in black and white color
• Projecting sign is one of two signs as per MTC 18.65.2 20
• Applicant fees double the amount as per MTC 15.15.040(D)(l)

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 

• Application
• Street view pictures
• Landlord/Tenant agreement previously submitted during business lie review
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PZHAC: 11/24/2025 

DAC ACCOUNT - R0400318 

BLDG CODE -NIA 

EVALUATION COST- $NIA 

FEE-$66 

BOARD ACTION FORM 

AGENDA DATE 

BOT: 11/24/2025 

ITEM: PZHAC CASE #062072 - 2319 Calle de Santiago, submitted by The Fancy Pony Beaty & 
Boutique. Requesting approval install a wall sign .. ZONE: Historical Commercial (HC). 

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS: 

Mrs. Brady E. Reno is requesting approval of an already installed sign outside her new business in 
Mesilla. Mrs. Reno was recently approved for a business license last meeting, and a discussion was 
held regarding signage already installed without a permit. Mrs. Reno advised, she was unaware of 
permit requirements and is looking to come in compliance. 

IMPACT: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to recommend approval of the applicant's request for approval of
this request to the BOT.

• The applicant has the authority to make an application request to the PZHAC and BOT.
• The applicant has the authority to appeal the decision from PZHAC to BOT.

ALTERNATIVES: 

The Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness Commission (PZHAC) may: 
1. Recommend approval of this case with findings stated above.
2. Recommend approval of this case with findings stated above and conditions.
3. Deny the application.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: 

• Sign was installed in an existing wall space. Meets requirements set fourth in our MTC
18.65.140

• Signs are in black and white color
• Wall sign is one of two signs as per MTC 18.65.220
• Applicant fees double the amount as per MTC 15.15.040(D)(l)

SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 

• Application
• Street view pictures
• Landlord/Tenant agreement previously submitted during business license review
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RESOLUTION 2025-68 
 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR BUDGET 
ADJUSTMENTS 

 
WHEREAS, since the development of the Town of Mesilla budget for fiscal year 

2025-2026, the Town will require revenue and expense increases; and 
 

WHEREAS, budget adjustments are necessary to account for increased revenue in 
various departments; and 

 
WHEREAS, attachment "A" provides a list of funds/departments affected by these 

budget adjustments; and 
 

WHEREAS, the summary of adjustments referenced herein are true and correct to 
the best of our knowledge. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Mesilla, 
that the budgetary adjustments are subject to the approval of the State of New Mexico 
Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) and that a copy of this resolution be forwarded 
to DFA for approval. 

 
 

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND APPROVED 24TH THE  DAY OF  NOVEMBER, 2025. 
 
   
 
 
         ______________________________________ 
         Russell Hernandez 

Mayor  
 
 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

                         ________________________________ 
            Gloria S Maya 
                         Town Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A 
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS FOR 

FY2025-2026 2ND QUARTER 
 
 
 

REVENUE: 
CAPITAL PROJECTS (35)  $1,072,772.63 revenue increase to account for new grants. 
 
EXPENDITURE: 
CAPITAL PROJECTS (35)  $1,072,772.63 budget authority for new grants. 
 
TRANSFER IN: 
 
TRANSFER OUT: 
 
 
   TRANSFER NET:     $0.00  
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$  revenue increase to account for new grants 

 
 

 
EXPENDITURE: 
CAPITAL  
PROJECTS (35) 

 
-$9,335.50 revenue decrease to account for actual state receipt 

$255,783.43 budget authority for new grants 

 

 
TRANSFER IN: 

 

 
TRANSFER OUT: 

 
TRANSFER NET $0.00 
 

054



 
 
 
 
 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-69 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA 

APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 18.06, “PLANNING, ZONING, AND 
HISTORICAL APPROPRIATENESS COMMISSION,” AND TITLE 18.33, “HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION,” OF THE MESILLA TOWN ORDINANCES TO MEET CERTIFIED 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE NEW MEXICO 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning, Zoning, and Historical Appropriateness Commission has 
reviewed and recommended amendments to Titles 18.06 and 18.33 of the Mesilla Town 
Ordinances to ensure compliance with Certified Local Government (CLG) requirements 
established by the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning, Zoning, and Historical Appropriateness Commission held a 
duly advertised public hearing on October 20, 2025, to receive public input and to consider 
the proposed amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments incorporate standards relating to Commission 
member qualifications, interests, and experience to support the Town’s ongoing historic 
preservation efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the amendments further clarify that the Commission shall meet at least four 
(4) times per year, including at least one (1) meeting dedicated to education and training 
related to historic preservation; and 

WHEREAS, the amendments also provide procedures for the designation of historic 
landmarks, historic districts, and properties with potential for local historic designation 
consistent with established preservation objectives; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees finds that the recommended amendments were 
developed with guidance from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs, are 
consistent with the goals of the 2025 Comprehensive Plan, and will strengthen the Town’s 
ability to preserve and protect its historic resources; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Mesilla 
that the amendments to Title 18.06 and Title 18.33 of the Mesilla Town Ordinances, as 
presented by staff and recommended by the Planning, Zoning, and Historical 
Appropriateness Commission, are hereby approved and adopted. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Trustees at a Regular Board Meeting 
of November 24, 2025. 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
        Russell Hernandez  
        Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Gloria Maya       
Town Clerk-Treasurer 
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18.06.010 Creation, purpose and establishment – Title. 

18.06.020 Membership – Ex officio members – Appointment – Qualifications – 
Terms – Pay. 

18.06.030 Notice of appointment. 

18.06.040 Member – Cause for removal – Procedure. 

18.06.050 Vacancy – Appointment – Term. 

18.06.060 Officers – Term – Vacancy. 

18.06.070 Meetings – Place – Quorum – Voting. 

18.06.080 Duties – Powers. 

18.06.090 Procedural rules – Records required. 

18.06.100  Records – Commission determinations to be filed. 

18.06.110 Review of applications within Historical and General Commercial zones – 
Considerations. 

18.06.120 Certificate of appropriateness – Conditions imposed – Permit for 
demolition or removal. 

18.06.130 Disapproval – Notice – Modification of application. 

18.06.140 Appeal from historical review action. 

18.06.150 Appeal from a planning and platting decision of the planning, zoning 
and historical appropriateness commission – Grounds – Action in district court. 

18.06.160 Appeal from a zoning decision of the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission – Grounds – Stay of proceedings. 

18.06.010 Creation, purpose and establishment – Title. 

A. This chapter may be cited as the “planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission ordinance.” 

B. This commission is created by authority granted municipalities under the New 
Mexico State Statutes 1978, Sections 3-19-1(A)(1) and (2). 

C. There is established a planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 
commission which shall be the planning commission and the zoning 
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commission for the town of Mesilla. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 
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QUALIFIED IN THE DISCIPLINES NOTED ABOVE IN 18.06.020.A. 

18.06.020 Membership – Ex officio members – Appointment – Qualifications – Terms – Pay. 

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall consist of five members 
who shall be appointed by the mayor with the consent of the board of trustees. A member of the 
board of trustees may be appointed as ex officio, nonvoting member of the commission. 

B. EACH MEMBER MUST HAVE A DEMONSTRATED POSITIVE INTEREST, COMPETENCE OR 
KNOWLEDGE IN ARCHITECTURE, HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY, 
ENGINEERING, ARCHAEOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, PLANNING, REAL 
ESTATE, DESIGN, BUILDING TRADES, LANDSCAPER ARCHITECTURE, CONSERVATION, LAW 
FINANCE OR RELATED DISCIPLINES TO THE EXTENT THAT THESE PROFESSIONALS ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE COMMUNITY. 

 

 
B. The mayor with the advice and consent of the board of trustees shall appoint residents of the town of 
Mesilla to membership on the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission. 

C. On the first planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission meeting, a majority of the 
members shall be appointed for one-year terms and the balance of the members shall be appointed for 
two-year terms. Each subsequent term of a member on the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission shall be for two years or less in order to maintain the original staggering of 
terms of membership. A vacancy in the membership of the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

D. Members may succeed themselves. [Ord. 2010-04 § 1; Ord. 2010-02 § 4; Ord. 2009-05 § 
2] 

18.06.030 Notice of appointment. 

Each person appointed to the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall be given 
notice of her/his appointment by a certificate stating that he/she was appointed as a member of the 
commission. The certificate shall be signed by the mayor, be attested by the town clerk-treasurer, and 
bear the municipal seal. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.040 Member – Cause for removal – Procedure. 
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A. After a public hearing and for cause stated in writing and made part of the public record, the 
mayor, with the approval of the board of trustees, may remove a member of the planning, zoning 
and historical appropriateness commission. 

B. At least 10 days prior to a hearing by the board of trustees, the member in question shall be given 
a written notice of the specific grounds for which removal might be exercised and the time, date, 
and place of the public hearing. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.050 Vacancy – Appointment – Term. 

If a vacancy occurs on the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, the mayor 
with the advice and consent of the board of trustees shall appoint a qualified person to fill such 
vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.060 Officers – Term – Vacancy. 

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall elect from its 
membership a chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary. Officers shall serve for a one-year term 
and may succeed themselves. 

B. Any office vacated shall be filled by the election of a new officer who shall serve for the 
remainder of the unexpired term. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.070 Meetings – Place – Quorum – Voting. 

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall meet the first and third 
Monday of each month or on days specified by the board of trustees. Regular and 

special meetings shall be called as required by MTC 2.70.010. The commission will meet a minimum of 
four (4) times per year. One meeting/year shall be dedicated to education and training.” 

B. All meetings shall be held in the Mesilla Town Hall unless proper public notice to the 
contrary is given. 

C. A majority of the members of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 
commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

D. A motion shall carry upon the affirmative vote of the majority of the members of the 
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission present at a meeting. [Ord. 2009-05 
§ 2] 

18.06.080 Duties – Powers. 

A. Duties. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall: 
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1. Prepare, review, hold hearings and recommend to the board of trustees changes, amendments 
and updating as required to the master plan, comprehensive plan, zoning map, zoning ordinances, 
subdivision regulations, future land use plan, guidelines and criteria for preservation and 
development, and historical districts; provided, however, that: 

a. No maps, plans or regulations shall be effective until approved by the board of trustees; and 

b. The board of trustees may, after a proper public hearing and notice as required by law, 
adopt maps, plans and regulations without any recommendation from the planning, zoning and 
historical appropriateness commission; 

2. Approve or disapprove applications for business registrations, building permits for non-
historically zoned applications, and sign permits; 

3. Review and recommend approval/disapproval of applications for building permits within the 
Historical zones and General Commercial zone, providing reasons for their 

recommendation to the board of trustees and the applicant; 

4. Review and recommend approval/disapproval of applications for special use permits, 
zone changes, and subdivision applications, (after following proper procedure as defined in the 
appropriate section of the comprehensive land use ordinance) providing reasons for the 
recommendation to the board of trustees and the applicant; and 

5. Enforce and carry out the provisions of law relating to planning, platting, zoning, and 
historical appropriateness; and 

6. Exercise such power, authority, jurisdiction and duty not inconsistent with this code and 
incidental and necessary to carry out the purpose of Section 3-19-2 and Sections 3-21-1 through 3-
21-26 NMSA 1978 which have not been reserved to the board of trustees. 

B. Powers. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission will also: 

1. Recommend preparation, changing or updating as required, the comprehensive plan for the town 
of Mesilla; 

2. Hold public hearings on special use permits, amendments, supplements, or repeals of the 
zoning ordinances; 

3. Recommend changes and amendments to the comprehensive land use ordinance for adoption 
by the board of trustees; 

4. Hold regularly scheduled meetings; 
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5. Carry out duties as defined in the comprehensive land use ordinance for the town of Mesilla; 

6. Make proposed changes or amendments to the future land use plan; 

7. Carry out the duties and responsibilities assigned to the commission in this title. [Ord. 2009-
05 § 2] 

18.06.090 Procedural rules – Records required. 

The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall adopt regulations for the 
transaction of business and keep a public record of its transactions, findings, resolutions, 
determinations and attendance of its members at its meetings. [Ord. 2009-05 
§ 2] 

18.06.100 Records – Commission determinations to be filed. 

The commission shall keep a permanent record of its resolutions, transactions and determinations, 
and may make such rules and regulations consistent with this title and prescribe such forms as 
needed. The commission shall file with the town clerk-treasurer a notice of all determinations made by 
it. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.110 Review of applications within Historical and General Commercial zones – Considerations. 

A. All applications for work in the Historical zones and Commercial zone (not subject to 
administrative approval) shall be reviewed by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 
commission. The commission shall determine whether the request involved will be appropriate 
for the purposes of this title. If the request shall be determined to be inappropriate, the board shall 
determine whether, owing to conditions especially 

affecting the building or structure involved, but not affecting the historical district generally, such 
application may be approved without substantial detriment to the public welfare and without 
substantial derogation of the intent and purposes of this title. 

B. In reviewing an application, the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 
commission shall consider in addition to this chapter: 

1. The historical and literary value and significance of the site, building, or structure; 

2. The general design, arrangement, texture, material and color of the features, sign or billboard 
involved; 

3. The relation of such factors to similar factors or sites, buildings and structures in the 
immediate surroundings; and 
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4. The appropriateness of the size and shape of the building or structure in relation to: 

a. The land area upon which the building or structure is situated; 

b. The landscaping and planting features proposed by the applicant; and 

c. The neighboring sites, buildings or structures within the historical district. 

5. The commission shall also consider the applicable zoning and other laws of the town. 

C. In recommending approval of an application the commission may impose conditions which 
shall be binding upon the property. Prior to approving an application subject to conditions, the 
commission may notify the applicant of its proposed action to solicit his 

opinion. The concurring vote of three members of the board shall be necessary to make a determination in favor of 
the applicant on any application. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.120 Certificate of appropriateness – Conditions imposed – Permit for demolition or 
removal. 

A. The planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall review all 
applications in the Historical zones or Commercial zone for historical appropriateness, 
following the standards and processes outlined in Chapter 18.33 MTC (Historic 

Preservation). Upon the approval of an application by the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission, a certificate of appropriateness or permit for demolition or removal, as 
appropriate, shall be issued to the applicant. The certificate or permit shall state the nature of the 
approval and the date given. Following the certificate of appropriateness process, the case shall be 
reviewed for a building permit by the planning 
commission for recommendation to the board of trustees. The board of trustees will be the final 
decision for building permits in the Historical zones and Commercial zone. 

B. In approving an application for historical appropriateness, the planning, zoning and 
historical appropriateness commission may impose conditions which, if the certificate of 
appropriateness is acted upon, shall be binding upon the applicant, the owner of the property and the 
owner’s successors in title. Prior to approving an application for historical appropriateness subject to 
conditions, the commission may notify the applicant of its 
proposed action and permit the applicant to express her/his opinion thereon. The conditions will be 
part of the subsequent building permit process. 

C. Demolition Permit. If the commission recommends approval of an application for a permit 
for demolition, the commission shall forward its recommendation to the board of trustees. [Ord. 
2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.130 Disapproval – Notice – Modification of application. 
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A. Disapproval. In the case of disapproval of an application for a permit for demolition or 
removal, the commission shall issue a notice of its determination, dated and signed by its 
chairman to the applicant, detailing the reasons for its determination. 

B. The commission may make recommendations to the applicant with respect to appropriateness 
of design, arrangement, texture, material, color and similar factors before disapproving the 
application. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.140 Appeal from historical review action. 

A. Any person or persons, or any board, taxpayer, or the town government aggrieved by any decision 
of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission may appeal the commission 
decision. Appeals from a decision of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 
commission shall be made to the board of trustees by a written notice of appeal which shall be 
filed and dated in the town clerk-treasurer’s office within 20 days of the date of the decision of the 
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 

commission. The town clerk-treasurer shall forthwith forward the notice of appeal to the mayor. 

B. The board of trustees shall act to either confirm commission action or to overcome such action in 
conformance with the submitted appeal within 40 days after a notice of appeal is filed. 

C. Action by the board of trustees shall be final and conclusive. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.150 Appeal from a planning and platting decision of the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission – Grounds – Action in district court. 

A. The board of trustees shall provide by resolution the procedure to be followed in 
considering appeals from planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission action on 
planning and platting matters. 

B. Any person, in interest, dissatisfied with any planning and platting order or determination by the 
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission may appeal to the board of trustees. 
An appeal shall be filed within 20 days of the decision of the planning commission and dated in the 
town clerk-treasurer’s office. The town clerk-treasurer shall forthwith forward the appeal to the 
board of trustees. 

C. If the board of trustees determines that the order or determination or any part thereof of the 
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission is unlawful or 

unreasonable, the board of trustees may make any appropriate change in any such order or determination. The board 
of trustees shall act upon the appeal within 40 days after the 
notice of appeal was filed. 
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D. An appeal from the decision of the board of trustees may be appealed to the district court as 
provided by Section 3-19-8 NMSA 1978. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

18.06.160 Appeal from a zoning decision of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 
commission – Grounds – Stay of proceedings. 

A. The board of trustees shall provide by resolution the procedure to be followed in 
considering appeals from planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission action on 
zoning matters. 

B. Any aggrieved person or any officer, department or board or bureau of the municipality 
affected by a zoning decision of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness 
commission, or official or committee thereof, in the exercise of its zoning duties and 

powers may appeal to the board of trustees. An appeal shall be filed within 20 days of the decision of 
the planning commission and dated in the town clerk-treasurer’s office. The 
town clerk-treasurer shall forthwith forward the appeal to the board of trustees. An appeal shall stay all 
proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed unless the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission, or official or committee thereof, from whom the appeal is taken, 
certifies that by reason of facts stated in the certificate, a stay would cause imminent peril of life or 
property. Upon certification, the proceedings shall not be stayed except by order of district court after 
notice to the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, or official or committee 
thereof, from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 

C. If the board of trustees determines that the order or determination or any part thereof of the 
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission is unlawful or 

unreasonable, the board of trustees may make any appropriate change in any such order or determination. The board 
of trustees shall act upon the appeal within 40 days after the 
notice of appeal was filed. 

D. When an appeal alleges that there is error in any order, requirement, decision or 
determination by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission, or an 

official or committee thereof, in the exercise of its powers and duties, the board of trustees by a two-
thirds vote of all of its members may: 

1. Authorize, in appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards, special 
exceptions to the terms of the zoning ordinance or resolution: 

a. Which are not contrary to the public interest; 

b. Where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the zoning ordinance will result 
in unnecessary hardship; and 
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c. So that the spirit of the zoning ordinance is observed and substantial justice done; or 

2. In conformity with Sections 3-21-1 through 3-21-14 NMSA 1978: 

a. Reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of the planning, zoning and 
historical appropriateness commission, or official or committee thereof; 

b. Decide in favor of the appellant; or 

c. Make any change in any order, requirement, decision, or determination of the planning, zoning 
and historical appropriateness commission, or official or committee thereof. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sections: 

18.33.010 Title. 

18.33.020 Applicability. 

18.33.030 Authority. 

Chapter 18.33 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

18.33.040  Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 

18.33.050 Definitions. 

18.33.060 Development zone. 

18.33.070  Powers and duties of the PZHAC relating to historic preservation. 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 

18.33.090 Design components or development criteria and compliance checklists. 

18.33.100 Miscellaneous, including colors for architectural components, gates, fences, and 
stucco and material and color for metal roofing. 

18.33.110 Standards for alterations. 

18.33.120 Demolition. 

18.33.130 Preservation of historic property. 
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18.33.140 Designation of landmarks and historic districts. 

18.33.150 Appeal from historical appropriateness action. 

18.33.160 Enforcement. 

18.33.170 Appendix A – Design standards with compliance checklist for the following architectural styles: 
Spanish Pueblo, Territorial, Spanish Mission, Northern New 
Mexico and Ranch Style. 

18.33.180 Appendix B – Additional standards for preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction taken from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties as developed in 1992 and codified as 36 CFR 68. 

18.33.010 Title. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited and referred to as the historic preservation ordinance of 
the town of Mesilla. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-02 § 1] 

18.33.020 Applicability. 

This chapter shall apply to all work or acts involving construction of new structures and removal or 
exterior alteration to existing structures and their sites on any property located as follows: 

A. Any property located within one of the town’s four historic districts. 

B. Any property located outside a historic district or zone that has the “Guidelines for 
Preservation and Development, 1973,” also known as the Yguado Plan, in place as a zoning overlay. 

C. Any property not located within the town’s historic districts/zones that has been 
designated as a landmark. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-02 § 1] 

18.33.030 Authority. 

The designation of the town’s historic zones is made pursuant to the Historic Districts and Landmarks 
Act, Sections 3-22-1 through 3-22-7 NMSA 1978. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-02 § 
1 
 

 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 

A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic 
buildings and its historic districts are among its most valued and important assets. The 
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board finds that some buildings having historical, architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been 
neglected, altered or destroyed notwithstanding the feasibility of 
preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate consideration of the 
irreplaceable loss to the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character of Mesilla is 
of vital importance in maintaining the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and the 
buildings in its historic district can be preserved, 
rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the 
owners of property. 

B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and 
use of historic landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they 
have a special character or a special historic, architectural, 

aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders of the history and heritage of this town, 
state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that this chapter is required in the 
interest of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. The board declares as a 
matter of public policy that the identification and 
designation of historic landmarks and historic districts and the approval or disapproval of exterior 
changes to designated property or their demolition or relocation or new 
construction on the site are stated to be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 

18.33.050 Definitions. 

“Architectural styles” means five building styles defined in the Yguado Plan as existing in Mesilla at 
the time the plan was issued (June 1973), to be used as historic precedents for building styles, 
construction techniques and design details to determine the historically 
appropriate appearance of new buildings and/or renovations to existing buildings within the historic 
districts. 

“Construction” is defined as the act or process of erecting, removing or altering in any manner any 
building or structure or part thereof or the erection of a new structure on a lot or parcel of property. 
The act or process of alteration shall include rehabilitation, 
restoration, reconstruction, and preservation as defined in this section. 

“Contributing structure” as defined in the National Register of Historic Places Inventory 
Nomination Form is a structure that is at least 50 years old and adds to the physical 
cohesiveness that ties a historic district together. 

“Demolition” means any act or process that destroys a structure in part or in whole. 

“Design standard” means a written standard of appropriate activity, the intent of which is to preserve 
the historic and architectural character of a structure, site or area. 
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“Development zone” means an area of structures that constitutes examples of historic precedents for 
building styles, construction techniques and design details. A physical inventory and comparison of 
these elements within a development zone is used to determine the historically appropriate building 
style, construction techniques and design details for new construction or alterations to existing 
structures within the development zone. There are three development zones: interior lot, corner lot and 
boundary lot, defined and illustrated in MTC 18.33.060. 

“Historic property” means a building, structure or property individually listed or eligible for listing on 
the State Register of Cultural Properties or the National Register of Historic 
Places. The map and list of historic properties in the town of Mesilla and their classification as 
significant (S), contributing (C), neutral (N) and intrusive (I) are hereby adopted in their entirety by 
reference and are located in the community development department office. 

“Historical appropriateness permit” means a permit issued by the planning, zoning and historical 
appropriateness commission (PZHAC) indicating that plans, as approved, for a 
building or structure and the site are historically appropriate for construction or demolition. 

“Historical Commercial zone (H-C zone)” means an area or district designated as the “Historical 
Commercial zone” by ordinance of the town of Mesilla. 

Historically Appropriate. When applied to new construction or an exterior alteration, a “historically 
appropriate” act or work is accomplished in a manner that preserves 
significant materials or the appearance of significant materials, the historic style and the historic 
features of the property or the development zone. At the same time, a “historically appropriate” act or 
work shall differentiate the new structure or design feature from the 
historic design features so that new work is not confused with what is genuinely part of the past. 

“Historic Landmark” means a structure or site that is worthy of rehabilitation, restoration, 
reconstruction and preservation because of its historic and/or architectural significance to the town of 
Mesilla pursuant to the procedures set forth in this chapter. 

“Historic District” An historic district is any area which includes or encompasses such historic sites, 
landmarks, buildings, signs, appurtenances, structures, or objects as the 
Commission may determine to be appropriate for historic preservation. Such designated district or 
districts need not be a single enclosed area, nor do the areas or sites have to be contiguous to constitute 
a district. 

“Historic Preservation Division” is defined as the division within the State of New Mexico’s 
Department of Cultural Affairs that is responsible for historic preservation within the state 
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of New Mexico. The Historic Preservation Division may be referenced as “HPD” and also may be 
referenced as the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Office or “SHPO”. 

“Locally Designated” or Local Designation is defined as designation by the Town of Mesilla as a 
Historic Landmark or Historic District, pursuant to the procedures set forth in this chapter. 

NEW MEXICO CULTURAL RESOURCES INFORMATION SYSTEM (NMCRIS) is defined as a state of 
New Mexico-wide online database of cultural resource information maintained by the 
Archaeological Records Management Section (ARMS) of the New Mexico Historic Preservation Division. 

“Ordinary maintenance or repairs” is defined as any act or work, undertaken from time to time, that 
keeps a building or structure in good condition and repair and that does not change the exterior 
appearance of the building or structure in any way. Such maintenance and repair work requires a 
building permit but does not require a permit for a certificate of appropriateness. The building permit 
may be approved administratively. 

“OWNER CONSENT” is the act or result of reaching consensus and agreement, through reason and 
deliberation, by the Owner(s) of real estate when historic designation is 
proposed at the suggestion of another party. 

“OWNER OBJECTION,” is the right of all Owners of Record to object to a proposed Historic 
Landmark, district or local designation of its buildings, structures, objects, or other improvements 
and the parcel of land to which those improvements are firmly attached or affixed. 

“Planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission” means a five-member board created 
by authority granted municipalities under the New Mexico State Statutes Annotated (1978) and 
appointed by the mayor and board of trustees, pursuant to the 
Mesilla Town Code. 

“Preservation” is the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form, 
integrity and materials of a building or structure and the existing form and vegetation of a site. The 
process of preservation requires the retention of the greatest amount of 
historic fabric, along with the building’s historic form, features and detailing as they have evolved over 
time. New exterior additions are not within the scope of this treatment. See MTC 18.33.180 for 
additional standards for preservation taken from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties. 

“Property/site” means land, buildings and structures in town-designated historic districts or land, 
buildings and structures individually designated by the town as historic. 
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“Public comments” means written comments from members of the public that are given to the 
planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission and that relate to items under 
consideration by the commission. 

“Public hearing” means a meeting of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission 
at which members of the public provide testimony and comment regarding a specific item under 
consideration by the commission; 14-day notice must be given. 

“Public meeting” means a meeting of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission 
at which members of the public comment on items under consideration by the commission. 

“Reconstruction” means using detailed photographic, physical or documentary evidence; 
reconstruction is the act or process of reproducing by new construction the exact form and detail of a 
vanished building, structure or site or a portion thereof in its historic location as it appeared at a 
specific time. See MTC 18.33.180 for additional standards for 
reconstruction taken from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

“Rehabilitation” is the act or process of making possible an efficient contemporary use for a property 
or a process of returning a property to a state of utility through repair, alterations, and additions while 
preserving those portions and features which convey and are 
significant to the property’s historical, cultural or architectural values. See MTC 18.33.180 for 
additional standards for rehabilitation taken from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties. 

“Residential – Cultural – Historical zone, H-R zone” means an area or district designated as the 
“Residential – Cultural – Historical zone” by ordinance of the town of Mesilla. 

“Restoration” is defined as the act or process of accurately recovering the form, features, character and 
setting of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features 
from other periods in history and replacement of missing features from the restoration period. See 
MTC 18.33.180 for additional standards for restoration taken from the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

“Scale” is defined as proper proportion of structures in a historic development zone. 

“Significant structure” as defined in the “National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination 
Form” is a structure that is architecturally outstanding or exceptionally important in the history of 
the community. 
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“State Historic Preservation Officer” or “SHPO” is defined as the governor-appointed 
official responsible for a state’s historic preservation program. The SHPO is also known as the Director 
of the Historic Preservation Division or “HPD” and the office may be referenced as the State Historic 
Preservation Office. 

Structure. For the purposes of this title, “structure” is defined pursuant to the Mesilla Town Code and 
shall include, but not be limited to, buildings of any kind, fences and walls. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-
02 § 1. Formerly 18.33.040] 

18.33.060 Development zone. 

A development zone defines the immediate physical vicinity to be used to identify the 
historic character of a particular area and includes the predominant architectural style and design 
standards of existing structures together with their setting. 

A. Function of the Development Zone. The function of the development zone is to provide for 
historically appropriate development within an existing historic district by setting standards for 
both new construction and alterations to existing structures. 

B. Applicability of the Development Zone. 

1. All structures shall be considered a part of and be subject to regulation by the 
development zone within which they are located or proposed to be located. 

2. The design components of the individual architectural styles subject to regulation by the 
development zone include the following: building height, setbacks, proportions, pattern and 
rhythm, roof types, surface texture, color, site utilization, projections and architectural details. 

C. Process to Identify a Development Zone. Identify the immediate vicinity of surrounding, 
adjacent structures that relate most directly to any new construction or exterior alteration to an 
existing structure that is to take place on an interior lot, a corner lot or a boundary lot as follows: 

1. Development zone for an interior lot shall include any lot fronting on the same street as the lot 
in question and within the same block, as well as those lots located on the opposite side of the 
street, except such portions of the zone which fall outside the boundary of the historic district. 

2. Development zone for a corner lot shall include any lot fronting on the same streets as the lot in 
question and within the same block, as well as those lots located on the opposite side of the streets, 
including the opposite corner, except such portions of the zone which fall outside the boundary of 
the historic district. 
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3. Development zone of any lot located adjacent to a historic district boundary shall 
include all lots located in the same block plus those lots located on the opposite side of any street 
adjoining that block, as well as those lots located on the opposite corners, except such portions of the 
zone which fall outside the boundary of the historic district. 

Illustrations of the three types of development zones are available in the office of the community 
development department. 

D. Process to Use a Development Zone. 

1. Identify the development zone for the work to be performed: interior, corner or boundary lot. 

2. Obtain a photograph of the development zone from the community development 
department. If one does not exist, staff will prepare one. 

3. If applicable, use the National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form to 
identify the historic structures in the zone. 

4. Conduct a physical inventory and comparison of the structures within the development zone to 
identify the predominant architectural style and the predominant architectural 

details that exemplify the particular style together with the setting. 

5. Once an appropriate architectural style and/or architectural details have been 
determined, proceed with the process to obtain a permit for a certificate of historical 
appropriateness. 

6. If there is no predominant architectural style within the selected development zone, then the 
historic district (H-C or H-R) as a whole shall become the development zone for the architectural 
style. 

7. If particular design criteria are missing from the selected architectural style within the 
development zone, then the historic district as a whole (H-C or H-R) shall become the 
development zone for the missing design criteria for the architectural style. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 
2008-02 § 1. Formerly 18.33.050] 

18.33.070 Powers and duties of the PZHAC relating to historic preservation. 

In addition to the powers and duties stated elsewhere, the PZHAC shall take action 
necessary and appropriate to accomplish the historic preservation goals of this chapter. These actions 
may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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A. Conducting and maintaining a survey of locally designated historic buildings, landmarks, 
districts, places and areas and preparing a plan for their preservation; inclusive of a survey standard 
for historic properties. 

B. Recommending to the board of trustees the Town of Mesilla’s designation of historic 
landmarks and historic districts; and properties with potential for local historic designation using the 
corresponding form 

C. Adopting written guidelines for making exterior changes to designated property and for 
undertaking new construction on designated property; 

D. Regulating exterior alterations proposed for designated property and regulating 
demolitions, relocations and new construction involving designated property; 

E. Working with and advising the federal, state and county governments and other parts of the town 
government on historic preservation issues; 

F. Advising and assisting owners of historic property and other persons and groups who are 
interested in historic preservation; 

G. Reporting to the board of trustees on the present condition of historic properties in order to 
prevent demolition by neglect; 

H. Conducting educational programs for property owners and the public, preparing 
publications and placing historical and architectural plaques on buildings; 

I. Attending educational programs covering the historic preservation duties of the PZHAC and 
current developments in historic preservation; THERE WILL BE, AT MINIMUM, ONE REGULAR 
MEETING SET ASIDE FOR INFORMATIONAL OR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES PER YEAR, PERTAINING 
TO THE WORK AND THE FUNCTIONS OF THE PLANNING AND ZONINIG HISTORICAL 
APPROPRIATENESS COMMISSION. MEETING NOTIFICATIONS SHALL BE SENT TO HPD IN A TIMELY 
MANNER SO THAT THEY MAY ATTEND SUCH MEETINGS AND/OR PROVIDE INFORMATION. 
REPORTING ABOUT HPD AND GRANT FUNDING SHALL CONFORM WITH FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
GUIDELINES IN THE CLG MANUAL/GRANTS MANUAL AND TO MAINTAIN CLG CERTIFICATION 
STATUS. 

 

 
J. Participating in the nomination of properties to the State Register of Cultural Properties, the 
National Register of Historic Places and of locally designated Historic Properties 

K. Performing duties that may be delegated to the town by the State Historic Preservation Officer 
under the Certified Local Government Program; 
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L. Recommending that the town apply for, receive and use public and private grants or gifts to help 
historic preservation activities. [Ord. 2011-03] 

M. AN ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PZHAC COMMISSION SHALL BE REPORTED TO the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, THIS INCLUDES: NUMBER OF CASES REVIEWED, NEW DESIGNATIONS MADE, 
RESUMES OF COMMISSION MEMBERS, SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION, ATTENDANCE RECORDS, 
ALL COMMISSION MINUTES. THE REPORT SHALL ALSO DOCUMENT THE EDUCATIONAL AND 
TRAINING EFFORTS OF COMMISSION MEMBERS. THE REPORT SHALL BE DUE WITHIN 60 
CALENDAR DAYS OF THE END OF EACH FISCAL YEAR. SUBMITTAL OF THIS REPORT IS REQUIRED TO 
MAINTAIN THE TOWN’S CLG STATUS. 

 
18.33.071-(Newly added section) Survey Standards of Historic Properties 

 
A. INVENTORY EFFORTS SHALL CONFORM WITH AND BE COORDINATED WITH THE NEW 

MEXICO CULTURAL RESOURCES INFORMATION SYSTEM (NMCRIS) UTILIZED AND 
MAINTAINED BY THE HISTORIC PRESERVAITON DIVISION. 

B. SURVEYS SHALL UTILIZE THE HISTORIC CULTURAL PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM (HCPI) 
AND BE REQUIRED FOR EACH PROPERTY SURVEYED. 

C. HCPI FORMS SHALL BE CREATED FOR ALL PROPERTIES THAT ARE DESIGNATED BY THE 
TOWN OF MESILLA AND BE PERIODICALLY UPDATED TO REFLECT CHANGES, 
ALTERATIONS AND DEMOLITION. 

D. HCPI SURVEY FORMS SHALL BE COMPLETED BY HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
PROFESSIONALS WHO MEET THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S PROFESSIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS STANDARDS. FOUND HERE: https://www.nps.gov/articles/sec-
standards-prof-quals.htm 

E. SURVEY AND INVENTORY MATERIALS SHALL BE MAINTAINED SECURELY AND BE 
ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC EXCEPT WHEN CONFIDENTIALITY OF SITE INFORMATION IS 
MANDATED THROUGH 18-6-11 NMSA (EXCAVATION PERMIT) AND THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
RESOURCES PROTECTION ACT, 163 USC 470HH (PROTECTION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
RESOURCES ON PUBLIC AND NATIVE/PUEBLO LANDS.) 

 

 
18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 

A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before 
any of the following actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, 
demolition or removal. All work or acts of new construction or exterior alteration requiring a 
permit for a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the design criteria established by the 
precedent styles within the development zone of the proposed work. 

B. Process to Obtain a Certificate of Historical Appropriateness Permit. 
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1. Preapplication Procedure. A planning conference shall be held with community 
development staff. This conference is designed to provide the applicant with an 
opportunity to become acquainted with the rules and regulations of the historic 

conservation standards and processes and does not require a formal application. A copy of “A Guide to 
Building Permits in the Historic Zones” shall be provided to the applicant and shall be used during the 
review process outlined below. 

2. Preliminary Application. At this stage, the applicant shall be required to submit a 
preliminary application containing the following information: type of structure, location, proposed 
use and type of work proposed. 

3. Planning Conference. In this conference, the applicant and staff shall determine and review 
the following: 

a. Identify the development zone; 

b. For new construction, select an architectural style appropriate to the development zone. For work 
involving alterations to an existing structure, identify the structure’s architectural style; 

c. Complete a compliance checklist of design standards/a building permit submittal 
checklist for the identified architectural style as set forth in MTC 18.33.170; 

d. As applicable, complete a compliance checklist of rehabilitation standards as set forth in MTC 
18.33.180; 

e. If building style does not substantially comply with the checklist of design standards, staff 
will evaluate the style or features for compliance on a case-by-case basis. 

4. Work Session with PZHAC. Applicant shall then submit to the PZHAC a formal 
application with a preliminary plan and supporting data containing the information 
gathered in the steps above for review by the PZHAC for historical appropriateness. 

5. PZHAC Agenda. After the preliminary plan and supporting data are reviewed for 
completeness by the PZHAC during the work session, the application shall be placed on the PZHAC 
agenda for consideration for a permit for a certificate of historical 
appropriateness. Public notice shall be given about the application including conspicuous posting on 
the property. The PZHAC may schedule a public hearing on an application involving a structure with a 
“significant” designation on one of the historic registers. 
Conspicuous notice of the hearing shall be given by posting one sign in front of the property and the 
posting of additional signs at 300-foot intervals on the property for large properties of more than 600 
feet frontage. 
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6. Decision by the PZHAC. The PZHAC shall make a decision on the application within 45 days 
after the receipt of complete plans and supporting data; provided, that the PZHAC may extend 
the time for its decision an additional 30 days when the application is for a 

demolition. The PZHAC shall recommend approval, approval with modifications, or 
disapproval of application. The recommendation with modifications shall contain the revisions that 
the applicant may accept in order to receive a certificate of historical appropriateness. If the PZHAC 
disapproves an application, it shall give the applicant its 
reasons in writing, and the applicant may appeal the decision. If the PZHAC fails to decide on an 
application within the specified time period, the application shall be deemed 
recommended for approval and forwarded to the board of trustees. 

C. Routine Maintenance and Repairs. The commission shall adopt a policy setting forth the 
standards and process for routine maintenance and repairs to structures within the historic districts 
that may be approved administratively by staff without consideration at a meeting provided the 
applicant files a building permit, pays the appropriate fee and complies with the design and 
materials guidelines set forth in this chapter. This includes but is not limited to elements of the 
individual architectural styles; colors for stucco, trim and doors, fences and gates; and roofing 
material and color. Staff shall report these administrative approvals in a timely manner on the 
agenda of each PZHAC meeting. 

D. Exemptions. Work in any of the following categories shall be exempt from obtaining a 
certificate of historical appropriateness permit: 

1. Maintenance or repairs which do not involve a change of the existing design, exterior 
materials or scale or outward appearance of the structure. 

2. Work required by a town staff to eliminate an unsafe condition; provided, that any 
permanent repairs shall meet the criteria of subsection (D)(1) of this section. 

3. Installation of storm windows or storm doors, with or without screens, painted or unpainted; 
provided, however, that no such windows or doors shall have any ornamental feature such as 
grilles, monograms, etc. This provision shall not be construed to prohibit the installation of plain 
bars on the inside of such windows or doors for protection of the screens or glass. If a study 
indicates that storm windows are necessary, the use of interior storm windows is preferred, and 
interior storm windows are also exempt from obtaining a certificate. 

4. Erection of any accessory structure designed for the shelter of very small animals, such as 
rabbits and poultry; and provided, that such proposed accessory structure is not prohibited by 
another statute, regulation or ordinance; and provided, that the maximum 
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horizontal or vertical dimension of any such proposed structure does not exceed four feet. [Ord. 2011-
03; Ord. 2008-02 § 1. Formerly 18.33.060] 

18.33.090 Design components or development criteria and compliance checklists. 

A. Design Components – Definition. Within the town’s historic districts there exist 
similarities in the design components and construction of the buildings. The similarities are expressed 
by a number of basic design components which include but are not limited to building height, setback, 
proportions, pattern and rhythm, roof types, surface texture, 
color, site utilization, projections and architectural details. These similarities provide the basis for 
determining precedent examples of the five architectural styles and their 
architectural details. The precedent examples themselves, identified by Yguado & Associates in 1973, 
are used to assure both the retention of an individual structure’s 
exterior historic form, features and detailing and the historically appropriate development of the 
district. 

B. Design Components – Use. The design components define the building materials and exterior 
character-defining features for each of five architectural styles, such as: 

1. The form and detailing of exterior materials, such as masonry, wood, and metal. 

2. The form and detailing of exterior features, such as roofs, porches, doors and windows, as well 
as structural and mechanical systems. Where publicly visible, structural and mechanical 
systems, including solar and other energy collecting and conserving 

equipment, shall be architecturally integrated or screened. 

3. The structure’s site and setting. 

C. Design Components – Checklist. When considering an application for a permit for a certificate 
of historical appropriateness, the commission shall determine if the application complies or does 
not comply with each of the design components or development criteria which are organized by 
architectural style and presented in checklist form in MTC 

18.33.170. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-02 § 1. Formerly 18.33.070] 

18.33.100 Miscellaneous, including colors for architectural components, gates, fences, 
and stucco and material and color for metal roofing. 

A. Colors for Architectural Components, Including Windows, Trim, Doors, and for Gates and 
Fences. 

1. Criteria to be used in selecting an appropriate color for architectural components, gates and 
fences include, but are not limited to: 

a. The size of the surface area to be covered. 
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b. Other colors that will surround the architectural component, gate or fence. 

c. Type and texture of the surface, such as rough stucco, smooth metal or wood. 

2. An album of color charts and photographs to be used by commissioners, staff and 
citizens in determining appropriate colors for architectural details and, by extension with this 
chapter, for gates and fences, is available in the community development department office. 

B. Colors for Exterior Stucco. 

1. Appropriate colors include colors in the cream to medium brown earth tones referred to in the 
individual architectural styles found in MTC 18.33.170 as characteristic of a 

particular style. Permitted acrylic latex paint colors shall be subtle and muted rather than bright and 
reflective. 

2. The combination of exterior wall and trim colors on the same structure shall be 
historically appropriate, which for trim colors includes natural wood, off whites, creams and beiges as 
described in the individual architectural styles found in MTC 18.33.170, 
along with the colors presented in the color chart album. 

C. Metal Roofing. Historically appropriate material and colors for new and replacement metal 
roofs are corrugated metal in either the natural gray or brick red color. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-02 
§ 1. Formerly 18.33.080] 

18.33.110 Standards for alterations. 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties authorized by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, developed in 1992 and codified as 36 CFR 68, and 
subsequent revisions, amendments and additions thereto adopted by the Secretary of the Interior are 
hereby adopted in their entirety into this chapter by reference. 

A. Application. These standards shall apply to all work or acts performed on the exterior of historic 
buildings and structures used commercially and zoned H-C, Historical 

Commercial, that are designated “significant” or “contributing.” 

B. Function. The standards identify and define appropriate treatments for the alteration of exterior 
character-defining features, including the form and detailing of materials, spatial relationships, 
and structural and mechanical systems. The standards also encompass related landscape features 
and the building’s site as well as attached adjacent or related new construction. The standards are 
to be applied to specific projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic 
and technical feasibility. 
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C. Guidelines. Guidelines to be used to assist in implementing the standards are found in the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, and are available in 
the community development department. The guidelines are divided into two categories: 

1. Recommended approaches, treatments and techniques that are consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties; and 

2. Not recommended approaches, treatments and techniques that are not consistent with the 
Secretary’s standards and could adversely affect a building’s historic character. [Ord. 2011-03; 
Ord. 2008-02 § 1. Formerly 18.33.090] 

18.33.120 Demolition. 

A. The demolition of a significant or contributing structure within a historic district shall 
require a permit that includes verification by a qualified architect or certified structural 

engineer, with a background in architecture preferred, that the structure is not repairable or reusable. 

The applicant shall provide the report containing the verification. The applicant shall also provide the 
plans for the site in order to demonstrate that it will not harm adjacent properties. The PZHAC may 
schedule a public hearing on the application. Conspicuous notice of the hearing shall be given by 
posting one sign in the front of the property and the posting of additional signs at 300-foot intervals, on 
said property, for large properties of more than 600 feet frontage. 

B. Before voting on the demolition application, the PZHAC shall discuss with the applicant to see 
if an alternative to demolition can be found. The PZHAC may ask the applicant for 

additional information to be used in making its decision. 

C. The PZHAC shall study the question of financial hardship for the applicant and shall 
determine whether the property can be put to reasonable beneficial use without the approval of 
the demolition application. Using the record that was developed, the PZHAC shall vote on the 
application following the procedures in MTC 18.33.080, Historical appropriateness permit. 
Options to prove financial hardship shall be: (1) income of 50 percent or lower of the average 
median income standards established for Dona Ana 

County; (2) proof of income documented with tax returns and annual expenditures. 

D. If a demolition permit is issued, prior to the demolition the structure shall be 
documented with photographs, sketch plans and a brief historical description. 

E. Demolition of intrusive features on a structure for the purpose of restoring original 
historic features should be encouraged and shall be exempt from the architect/engineering 
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requirement. Documentation of the original features shall be provided in order to receive demolition 
approval. [Ord. 2011-03] 

18.33.130 Preservation of historic property. 

Every person in charge of a landmark or a property in a historic district shall keep in good repair: (A) 
all of the exterior portions of such property and (B) all interior portions which, if not maintained, may 
cause the exterior of the structure to deteriorate or to become damaged or otherwise to fall into a state 
of disrepair. The purpose of this section is to prevent a person from forcing the demolition of a building 
or structure by neglecting it or by 
permitting damage to it because of weather or vandalism. No provision in this chapter shall be 
interpreted to require an owner or tenant to undertake an alteration or to restore a building or structure 
to its original appearance. PZHAC shall consider financial hardship per MTC 18.33.120(C). [Ord. 
2011-03] 

18.33.140 Designation of landmarks and historic districts. 

A. The PZHAC may study a property or an area in order to make a recommendation on whether it 
qualifies for designation as a locally designated historical property, a historic landmark or a 
historic district. The Town encourages any property Owner of Record; a contract purchaser of a 
nominated property; individual or group of Town residents; 

association with members who are Town residents; or the PZHAC, on its own initiative and with prior 
consent of the Town, that they may request landmark or district designation for any building, 
structure, object, improvement, or site which is located within the corporate limits of the City and 
which may have historic significance as set forth in the criteria for 
evaluation. These nominations can be made by using the Local, Landmark or Historic District 
Designation Nomination Form for the Town of Mesilla, supplied by the Historic Preservation 
Specialist upon request. Any structure listed in the National Register of Historic Places may be 
designated as a Historic, subject to the procedures stipulated herein. 

B. No such person, group of persons or association, nor the Commission, shall be required to obtain 
the consent of the Owner of Record of the building, structure, object, 

improvement, or site prior to filing the application for Historic Landmark, district or local 
designation. Owners of Record have the right to file an objection to the proposed Historic Landmark 
designation of its property, as set forth in Section 18.33.141 

C. The PZHAC applying party shall assemble information about the property or the area being 
considered for designation and shall schedule a public hearing on the proposed 

designation. Public notice of the hearing shall be given, including conspicuous posting on the property 
or in the proposed district for 14 days immediately prior to the hearing. 
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Conspicuous notice of the hearing shall be given by posting one sign in the front of the property and 
the posting of additional signs at 300-foot intervals for large properties of more than 600 feet frontage. 
Notice of the hearing shall be given by certified mail at least 14 days in advance of the hearing to the 
owners of property under consideration. Written notice shall be considered sufficient when it is 
mailed to the person listed on the tax 
records of the government. 

D. A landmark, or a historic district shall qualify for designation when it meets one or more of the 
following criteria that will be discussed in a PZHAC report making its 

recommendation to the board of trustees: 

1. Its value as a reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the town, state or nation; 

2. Its location as a site of a significant local, state or national event; 

3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 
development of the town, state or nation; 

4. Its identification as the work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual work 
has influenced the development of the town, state or nation; 

5. Its value as a building or buildings that are recognized for the quality of their architecture and 
that retain sufficient elements showing their architectural significance; 

6. Its distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, 
method of construction or use of indigenous materials; 

7. Its character as a geographically definable area possessing a significant concentration of 
buildings, structures or sites united by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical 
development; and 

8. Its character as an established and geographically definable residential neighborhood, united by 
culture, architectural styles, plan or physical development. 

E. After evaluating the testimony at its public hearing and the other material it has 
assembled, the PZHAC shall decide whether or not to recommend the proposed 

designation to the board of trustees. If the PZHAC decides to recommend the designation, it shall 
submit a written report with information on the property or properties. The board of trustees shall 
approve, modify or disapprove the proposed designation within 60 days after receiving the 
recommendation and report from the PZHAC. 

F. The PZHAC shall notify the owners of the property that has been designated and shall arrange 
that the designation of a property as a landmark or as a part of a historic district 

082



shall be recorded in the land records of the county. The PZHAC shall also give notice of the designation 
to the government offices in the town and in the county which shall retain the information for future 
reference. 

G. The amendment or rescission of a designation shall be accomplished through the same steps as 
were followed in the original designation. [Ord. 2011-03] 

 
 

18.33.141 (NEWLY ADDED SECTION) OWNER CONSENT FOR REGISTER DESIGNATION 
 

 
A. The Town of Mesilla, with approval from the Planning and Zoning Historical 

Appropriateness Commission, may designate historically significant properties, 
structures, sites, or districts as historic landmarks or historic districts based on criteria 
established in the municipal code, regardless of property owner consent. 

B. Property owners and members of the public shall have the opportunity to provide 
comments during the designation process at PZHAC determination meetings. 
However, lack of owner consent shall not preclude designation if the property meets the 
criteria for historic significance. 

C. Property owners may appeal the designation to the Town Council within 30 days of final 
notice. PZHAC may uphold or overturn the designation based on evidence presented. 

D. This provision affirms the Town’s commitment to preserving its cultural, 
architectural, and historical resources for the benefit of the community and future 
generations. 

 
 

18.33.150 Appeal from historical appropriateness action. 

The process for an appeal from a PZHAC historical appropriateness action shall be pursuant to this title. 
[Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-02 § 1. Formerly 18.33.100] 

18.33.160 Enforcement. 

Responsibility for enforcement shall be pursuant to the Mesilla Town Code. All work performed 
pursuant to a certificate of historical appropriateness shall conform to the provisions of such 
certificate. It shall be the responsibility of the town staff to inspect from time to time work being 
performed to assure such compliance. In the event work is being performed that is not in accordance 
with such certificate, the town may issue a stop work 
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order. In the event work is being performed without the required certificate of historical appropriateness, the 
town may issue a stop work order. The PZHAC or its representative shall meet with the owner or tenant to 
resolve the problem. When necessary, the town attorney may seek an injunction and any other appropriate 
relief in order that the intent of this chapter shall be carried out. [Ord. 2011-03; Ord. 2008-02 § 1. Formerly 
18.33. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-70 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA 
APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REZONE 

PROPERTY AT 2886 SNOW ROAD, PARCEL NUMBER 4005139210015, FROM 
RURAL FARM (RF) TO SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (R-1) 

 
WHEREAS, a request has been submitted by the property owner, Jesus M. Caro Jr., 
seeking an amendment to the Town of Mesilla Zoning Map to rezone the property located 
at 2886 Snow Road, identified as Dona Ana County Parcel No. 4005139210015, from Rural 
Farm (RF) to Single-Family Residential (R-1); and 

WHEREAS, the subject property is legally accessible by automobile via a non-exclusive 
fifteen-foot (15’) roadway easement known as Fresquez Road; and 

WHEREAS, a strip of approximately fourteen (14) acres of properties adjacent to the 
north side of Fresquez Road was rezoned from Rural Farm (RF) to Single-Family 
Residential (R-1) on January 14, 1980, by Mesilla Ordinance No. 80-2; and 

WHEREAS, the petitioner’s parcel consists of approximately 5 acres, with a 37-foot-wide 
Del Rio Drain right-of-way extending from the northwest corner to the southwest corner of 
the property, which may be used by the petitioner but not obstructed or built upon; and 

WHEREAS, the subject property is the final parcel on the north side of Fresquez Road 
that remains zoned Rural Farm (RF), directly adjacent to the previously rezoned R-1 
properties; and 

WHEREAS, the petitioner has stated that, if rezoning is approved, the intent is to pursue 
subdivision of the 4.35-acre developable area into no more than four (4) parcels, each 
consisting of at least one acre; and 

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2025, the Planning, Zoning, and Historical Appropriateness 
Commission held a duly advertised meeting, heard testimony from the petitioner, reviewed 
staff findings, and determined that the rezoning request meets the requirements of Mesilla 
Town Code §18.90.120; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission recommended approval of the rezoning request, finding that 
(1) legal access to the property has been clearly established, (2) the request is consistent 
with adjacent zoning patterns, and (3) approving the request will not be materially 
detrimental to the public welfare nor injurious to surrounding properties or 
improvements; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the Town of 
Mesilla that the request submitted by Jesus M. Caro Jr. to amend the Official Zoning Map 
for Parcel No. 4005139210015, located at 2886 Snow Road, rezoning the property 
from Rural Farm (RF) to Single-Family Residential (R-1), is hereby APPROVED. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Trustees at a Regular Board Meeting 
of November 24, 2025. 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
        Russell Hernandez  
        Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Gloria Maya       
Town Clerk-Treasurer 
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SERVICES ORDER FORM

5055 North Point Pkwy
Alpharetta, GA 30022-3074
Fax: (781) 577-4793

Customer Service: 1-844-617-1100
Customer Service: 
www.verizonconnect.com

GENERAL INFORMATION
Order Date:
November 20, 2025

Customer Reference Number: VCF Salesperson Name:
 Shawn James Hartman

Region:
VZT

Company Name:
Town of Mesilla

Officer or Owner:
Russell Hernandez

Telephone:
+15752963428

Address (Mailing or Invoicing Address):
2231 Avenida De Mesilla

Officer/Owner Email Address:
mayor@mesillanm.gov

Cell Phone:

City:
Mesilla

State:
NM

Zip Code:
88046

Installation Contact if other than Officer/Owner: 
\Installation_Contact1\

Telephone: 
\Telephone 
_Installation_Contact1\

Accounts Payable Contact, if other than Officer/Owner: 
\Accounts_Payable1\

Telephone: 
\Telephone_Accounts_
Payable1\

Please advise your VCF scheduler if there are multiple shipping or 
installation addresses

Email:
\AccPayEmail1\

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
QUANTITY DESCRIPTION MONTHLY PER UNIT 

FEE MONTHLY TOTALS

20 Vehicle Tracking Subscription 18.95 USD 379.00 USD
2 Powered Asset Tracking Subscription 12.95 USD 25.90 USD

TOTAL MONTHLY AMOUNT 404.90 USD
Agreement Length: 12 Months from the Subscription Start Date.
The “Subscription Start Date” is the earlier of (i) the date of installation of any Equipment or (ii) passage 
of 90 days after the date of shipment. The monthly bundled rate for is invoiced monthly on the first of 
the month following the month of the Subscription Start Date if Customer elects to be invoiced monthly. 
 If Customer elects to be invoiced annually, the monthly bundled rate for twelve (12) months is invoiced 
as a lump sum on the first of the month following the month of the Subscription Start Date. Billing for 
each ordered subscription shall start at the earlier of (i) the date of installation of the applicable 
Equipment or (ii) the passage of 90 days after the date of shipment.

 

This promotion is available to new and existing Reveal Sourcewell contract customers; excluding GSA, 
OEM customers, Seasonal contracts, Month to Month contracts, Annual billing, Networkfleet customers, 
and migrations. Purchasers of Reveal Vehicle Tracking Subscriptions, may qualify for a $50 Bill Incentive 
Credit, to be applied in $6.25 increments over 8 months. Application of this promotional discount will 
commence on the 4th billing cycle from the date of shipment. Purchasers of Reveal Road-facing AI 
Dashcams or Dual Channel AI Dashcams, may qualify for a $75 Bill Incentive Credit, to be applied in 
$9.38 increments over 8 months. Application of this promotional discount will commence on the 4th 
billing cycle from the date of shipment. Purchasers of both Reveal Vehicle Tracking Subscriptions and 
Road-facing AI Dashcams or Dual Channel AI Dashcams, may qualify for a combined $150 Bill Incentive 
Credit: a $75 Bill Incentive Credit will be applied to each Subscriptions Product, to be applied in $9.38 
increments over 8 months. Application of this promotional discount will commence on the 4th billing 
cycle from the date of shipment. Minimum purchase of 5 units each product required to qualify for 
promotion: 5 Reveal Vehicle Tracking Subscriptions, 5 Road-facing AI Dashcams or 5 Dual Channel AI 
Dashcams, or 5 of both Reveal Vehicle Tracking Subscriptions and Road-facing AI Dashcams or Dual 
Channel AI Dashcams. Minimum 12 month subscription. Promo credits end if eligibility requirements are 
no longer met. We reserve the right to charge the amount of the credit to your account if you cancel 
service or drop a qualifying service during the credit period. May not be combined with any other offers 
or promotions; must be purchased from a Verizon Connect representative; subject to credit review and a 
deposit may be required; excludes unit rewrites. Early cancellation or termination fees and other taxes, 
fees and terms may apply. In the event of a conflict between the terms of this promotion and the terms 
in the customer contract, including but not limited to terms regarding minimum purchase obligations, the 
terms in the customer contract govern. Offer valid through December 31, 2025 or while supplies last. (c) 
2025 Verizon

Excludes Applicable Taxes and Fees

ONE-TIME FEES (per Occurrence):
QUANTITY DESCRIPTION AMOUNT EXTENDED PRICE087

http://www.verizonconnect.com/
Russell Hernandez
Rectangle

Russell Hernandez
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SERVICES ORDER FORM

5055 North Point Pkwy
Alpharetta, GA 30022-3074
Fax: (781) 577-4793

Customer Service: 1-844-617-1100
Customer Service: 
www.verizonconnect.com

Total One-Time Fees 0.00 USD 0 USD
COVERT INSTALLATION:  Unknown EXCLUDES APPLICABLE TAXES AND FEES

ORDER TERMS:
Customer agrees that the purchase and/or licensing of the products and/or services set forth in this order is subject to the terms and conditions in the contract 
between Verizon Connect NWF Inc.(VCN) (formerly Networkfleet, Inc.) and Sourcewell (formerly NJPA) (Contract #020221-NWF) that are in effect as of the 
date the order was received by VCN (‘’Sourcewell Contract’’). The Sourcewell Contract terms and conditions are available at https://www.sourcewell-
mn.gov/cooperative-purchasing/020221-nwf. If, in accordance with the terms of the Sourcewell Contract, Customer and VCN have executed an additional 
separate written agreement (‘’Customer Addendum’’) with respect to the products and/or services set forth in this order, the terms and conditions set forth in the 
Customer Addendum shall also apply with respect to the products and/or services set forth in this order.
Unless otherwise specified, this Order Form is valid for 30 days after the Order Date. Please remit a signed copy of this Order Form to your VCF Salesperson 
within the validity period.

INSTALLATION NOTES (not valid for changes to billing, payment or other contract terms):

 

Customer Name:
Town of Mesilla

By (signature) Date:
\s1\ \d1\
 

088

http://www.verizonconnect.com/


089



090



091



092



093


	11.10.2025 BOT  MINUTES DRAFT.pdf
	8. ACTION AND CONSIDERATION
	OLD BUSINESS
	NEW BUSINESS
	12. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS & LIASION UPDATES
	Trustee Nevarez: Taylor Historic Site Grand Opening Saturday, SCRTD Wednesday
	Trustee Johnson-Burick: MPO meeting Wednesday 1:00 p.m. at the City of Las Cruces; Taylor Historic Site Grand Opening Saturday
	Trustee Cadena: Taylor Historic Site Grand Opening Saturday.
	Mayor Pro Tem Merrick: MPO meeting Wednesday 1:00 p.m. at the City of Las Cruces; Taylor Historic Site Grand Opening Saturday
	Mayor Hernandez: MPO meeting Wednesday 1:00 p.m. at the City of Las Cruces; Taylor Historic Site Grand Opening Saturday, SWCOG Thursday, MPO Bylaws meeting Tuesday, Dignitary Night for the Taylor Historic Site Friday.




