





Commissioner Walkinshaw asked what the process is to discuss ordinance changes.
Mayor Barraza responded the process is in the book.

Trustee Merrick stated there are three PZHAC seats that need to be reappointed.
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick read correspondence.

Chairperson Lucero stated she understood the tabling of the case with a 3-2 vote, but the other cases were a 5-0
vote.

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated some of the approved cases had conditions but were not on the Board
Action Form.

Chairperson Lucero stated it is not the fault of the applicant if information is left out by staff.
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick 1‘esponded that could be a liability.

Chairperson Lucero stated then maybe PZHAC should not place conditions.

Mayor Barraza stated those conditions should be on the Board Action Form.

Commissioner Walkinshaw stated sometimes we receive a window change application and we do not even
know what the window change is going to be.

Mayor Barraza explained the process and Mr. Maese’s roll when an application has been approved.

Mr. Maese stated CID looks for conditions on the approved application from Mesilla. Problems arise when
those conditions are not listed. Board Action Forms need to be included in the paperwork submitted to CID.

Trustee Garcia stated she did not receive Commissioner Walkinshaw’s email. The Architectural Style
Committee discusses conditions so when cases come forth from PZHAC she looks for those conditions. The
board appreciates everything the PZHAC does. Cannabis is a learning process.

Chairperson Lucero stated it was not right to have tabled all the cases because you say that what you do for one
you do for all.

Trustee Garcia stated we were not given enough information.

Mayor Barraza stated when she asked the board why the cases were tabled, and she was told it was due to lack
of information.

Trustee Garcia stated staff fixed the problem.

Trustee Cadena stated ordinances are hard and need to be tweaked as time go on. The town needs to be kept
historic. Everything was on the consent agenda; approval with one vote. Cannabis cases need to be
researched. The town needs to present a fair, transparent process. We do not want to do things that make it
difficult for people to live in Mesilla. She hears residents want to be treated fairly. Applicants that meet the
ordinances should be approved. The problem is some are based on interpretation. The ordinances must be
followed. Read section regarding PZHAC duties and powers. If we fill there needs to be change then it should
be done. She would appreciate specific information being on the Board Action Form. Residents expect us to
do right by them.
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Ms. Cook stated she opposes the tower. She respects Mayor Barraza and all she has done for Mesilla.
During Mayor Barraza’s campaign she said she would work to preserve the history of Mesilla. She wants
her to do what she promised.

Mr. Embury stated he took an oath to protect the lives and property in Mesilla. As a firefighter they use
their cell phones for everything when it comes to saving a life. Equipment used during an emergency
need cell service.

Mr. Fristoe stated the tower would destroy the ambience of Mesilla. He gets good reception, and he lives
across the street.

Mr. Clayshulte state he would not like a tower next to him.

Ms. Goodman stated she does not want to see the cell tower for all the reason being expressed.
Encouraged the board to find another location that would be more suitable.

5. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion
the following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an
asterisk *)

Motion: To approve consent agenda, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Trustee
Garcia.

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4).
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick Yes

Trustee Cadena Yes

Trustee Garcia Yes

Trustee Merrick Yes

a) *BOT MINUTES - Minutes of Regular Meeting, October 24, 2022 Approved by consent
agenda

6. PUBLIC HEARING

Mr. McGillivray stated this is to replace the utilities on Calle de Picacho and the need for an ordinance
required by New Mexico Environmental Department. :

Motion: To close Regular Meeting and enter Public Hearing, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-
Burick, Seconded by Trustee Gareia,

a) Ordinance 2022-01: $411,633 Loan Agreement with the New Mexico Environment
Department for the Calle de Picacho Utility Replacement Project (RIP 00040)

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4).
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick Yes

Trustee Cadena Yes

Trustee Garcia Yes

Trustee Merrick Yes

Entered Public Hearing at 6:33 p.m.

No Public Input
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Entered Regular Meeting at 8:17 p.m.

8. STAFF REPORTS

a) Loan Agreement with the New Mexico Environment Department for the Calle de Picacho
Utility Replacement Project - Rod McGillivray
Ms. Bush read summary of Ordinance 2022-01.

Mayor Barraza asked for clarification regarding Ms. Bush stated the loan was $511,633 but the item reads
$411,633.

Ms. Bush responded the town was give a grant of $100,000 to help pay the loan making the payback
amount $411,633.

9. NEW BUSINESS

a) For Approval: Ordinance 2022-01: $411,633 Loan Agreement with the New Mexico
Environment Department for the Calle de Picacho Utility Replacement Project (RIP 00040)
Motion: To approve Ordinance 2022-01: $411,633 Loan Agreement with the New Mexico Environment
Department for the Calle de Picacho Utility Replacement Project (RIP 00040), Moved by Mayor Pro
Tem Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Trustee Garcia.

Trustee Garcia asked if we received Capital Outlay funds.

Mr. McGillivray responded we received Capital Outlay funds for Calle de Picacho Drainage Improvement
Project only, funding for the road replacement is from the Project Transportation Fund.

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4).
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick Yes

Trustee Cadena Yes

Trustee Garcia Yes

Trustee Merrick Yes

b) For Approval: Resolution 2022-17 RIP 00040 Signatory

Ms. Bush stated this is to decide who will be the signatory on the loan which will be Mayor Barraza as
the mayor and her as the Clerk/Treasurer official and signatory authority.

Motion: To approve Resolution 2022-17 RIP 00040 Signatory, Moved by Trustee Garcia, Seconded by
Trustee Merrick.

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4).
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick Yes

Trustee Cadena Yes

Trustee Garcia Yes

Trustee Merrick Yes

¢) For Approval: Admin./Finance Department Job Descriptions

Motion: To approve Admin./Finance Department Job Descriptions, Moved by Trustee Garcia, Seconded
by Trustee Merrick.
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Hello my name is Andrea Bryan and | live at 2557 Calle de Parian across from the
nroposed location of the Verizon cell tower.

For those of you who do not know, this proposed 60 foot structure will be in a
park. The Town Hall Park, with picnic tables and playground equipment.
Families from other areas, often come to the park, especially at Easter to picnic
and enjoy a day with their children and relatives. Imagine pulling up to a park
you and your family have enjoyed in the past and find a 60ft cell tower adjacent
to playground equipment. Would you stay? | think not.

Why? Because the science is still be studied regarding electromagnetic
radiation even though companies say it is currently not harmful.... which brings
me to the following.

Wireless companies are self insured. Why is that?

| will share some information from the Environmental Health Trust dated Feb 26,
7022 where Verizon warns shareholders of risk of lawsuits due to health effects.

Quote:

These warnings are contained in annual reports by other companies as well;
AT&T, Vodaphone and Crowm Castle.

Why do they warn their shareholders of the risk of cell phone and cell tower
radiation but do not warn people living in homes near cell towers or those
residents in ‘potential’ cell tower location?

In the same article insurance companies rank 5G and electromagnetic radiation
as a ‘high risk” comparing the issue to lead and asbestos.

This is why insurance companies will not insure them.

Please leave our Town Hall Park a place where families can gather safely.

Thank you









COMMENTS TO THE MESILLA BOARD OF TRUSTEES AT 11/14/22 MEETING

Approving this 5G Cell Tower sets a dangerous precedent for the Mesilla Historic
District. It will be 60 feet tall, poorly disguised as an evergreen tree, with potential
for cautionary lighting, a generator that will hum when running, an 8-foot
perimeter wall surrounding 25 square feet around the tower, possible metal
fencing and/or barbed wire. And it is proposed to be sited right inside a public
park and within very close proximity to several residences.

If this is pushed through by the Mayor and the Board of Trustees, it won’t be the
last tower. Verizon and other cell companies will want more. The health impacts
are not yet fully understood since this technology is so new. But we have heard
this before from companies and the government, not to worry that there are no
concerns with the radiation emitted. My grandfather lived in southern Utah and
was told that about the nuclear testing in Nevada. He died of Leukemia as did
several of his neighbors. In addition, as | understand it, Verizon’s insurance
provider refuses to cover any health impacts from their cell towers. That alone
says a lot. If there is a tower placed in that public park, | would not feel safe
bringing any children or any person to that park regardless if Verizon puts in new
playground equipment.

Studies show that property values decrease anywhere from 7 to 20% when cell
towers are placed in a residential area. | strongly feel that the health and safety of
our community is not worth the money Verizon has pledged to pay the Town of
Mesilla if it is sited on public lands. Surely there are other, safer locations for this
tower outside the Historic District and away from densely populated areas.

Respectfully submitted,

<Y

Catharine Walkinshaw

2134 Calle de Principal

Mesilla, NM 88046

575932 8313
catharinewalkinshaw@gmail.com





