
PO BOX 10, MESILLA, NM 88046 PH: (575) 524-3262 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA  

 

 

 
 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A REGULAR MEETING ON 
MONDAY, JUNE 28, 2021, AT 6:00 P.M., AT THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE 
MESILLA. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 

4. PRESENTATIONS:  Citizen’s Life Savings awards by Marshal Enrique Salas to: 
 Arely Iracheta 
 Jim Langell 

5. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 
Space is limited and may require persons giving public input IN PERSON to rotate, if capacity of the 
room is exceeded. 
 

6. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the 
following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *) 
a) *BOT MINUTES – BOT minutes of a Work Session and Regular Meeting of May 27, 2021. 
b) *BOT MINUTES – BOT minutes of a Special Meeting on June 10, 2021. 
c) *BOT MINUTES – BOT minutes of a Regular Meeting June 14, 2021. 
d) *PZHAC Case 061224- 2424 Calle de Parian, submitted by Cecilia Quintana; a request for a 

zoning permit to allow the replacement of an exterior bedroom door on a dwelling at this 
address. Zoned: Historic Residential (HR). 

e) *PZHAC Case 061233 – 2685 Calle de Parian, submitted by William McIlvaine; a request for a 
summary subdivision to allow a 0.91acre parcel to be split into two parcels. Historic Residential 
(HR). 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 
a) For Approval: An MOU between the Las Cruces Public Schools and the Town of Mesilla for 

FY 22 School Resource Officer Services at Zia Middle School and Rio Grande Prep. – Enrique 
Salas, Marshal. 
 

b) For Approval: An audit contract for the FY 20/21 fiscal year, with the option of two additional 
years. – Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 

c) Discussion/Approval: Updating Job Descriptions and duties for Town Positions (Resolution 
2021-15). – Board of Trustees. 

d) Resolution 2021-16: A resolution approving participation in the program of the South Central 
Council of Governments, Inc for Fiscal Year 2021-2022. – Board of Trustees 
 

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
NOTICE: 

If you need an accommodation for a disability to enable you to fully participate in the hearing or meeting, 
please contact us at 524-3262 at least one week prior to the meeting. The Mayor and Trustees request that all 
cell phones be turned off or set to vibrate. Members of the audience are requested to step outside the Board 
Room to respond to or to conduct a phone conversation. A copy of the agenda packet can be found online at 
www.mesillanm.gov.  
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Posted 6/25/2021 at the following locations: Town Clerk’s Office 2231 Avenida de Mesilla, Public Safety 
Building 2670 Calle de Parian, Mesilla Community Center 2251 Calle de Santiago, Shorty’s Food Mart 2290 
Avenida de Mesilla, Ristramnn Chile Co., 2531 Avenida de Mesilla and the U.S. Post Office 2253 Calle de 
Parian. 
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PO BOX 10, MESILLA, NM 88046 PH: (575) 524-3262 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 

 1 
 2 

 3 
 4 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 5 
TOWN OF MESILLA 6 

WORK SESSION 7 
THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021 8 

4:00 P.M. 9 
IN PERSON AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER, 2251 CALLE DE SANTIAGO (SPACE IS LIMITED) OR VIA 10 

TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-7799, MEETING ID 983-7900-0389 PASSWORD 971704 11 
 12 

 13 
TRUSTEES:  Nora Barraza, Mayor 14 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem (absent) 15 

Carlos Arzabal, Trustee (absent) 16 
   Jesus Caro, Trustee 17 
   Veronica Garcia, Trustee 18 
 19 
PZHAC:   Yolanda Lucero, Chairperson 20 
   Jerry Nevarez, Commissioner 21 
   Davie Salas, Commissioner (absent) 22 
 23 
STAFF:   Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 24 
   Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief 25 
   Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 26 
   Enrique Salas, Marshal 27 
   Gloria Maya, Recorder 28 
 29 
 30 

1. Discussion on Historic Residential (HR) Ordinance Changes. – Board of Trustees & Planning, 31 
Zoning and Historical Appropriateness Commission. 32 

Mayor Barraza: 33 
- Reviewed the changes 34 
- Reviewed the deletions 35 
- Definitions  36 
- Language clarification  37 
- Use of barbed wire fencing 38 
- Moratorium expires in June; possible extension 39 
- Open spaces 40 
- Need for clarifications  41 
- Fences  42 
- Use of barbed wire 43 
- Need for consistency 44 
- Items being in Public View Right of Way access 45 

 46 
Trustee Garcia: 47 

- Comprehensive Plan should be discussed at next meeting 48 
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- People must commit themselves to these committees 1 
- Fencing with access to houses  2 
- Need for clarifications 3 
- Owner maintaining the 7ft. Right of Way 4 

 5 
Trustee Caro: 6 

- Cannot plant anything due to lack of water 7 
- Need to look at future development 8 
- Asked about the number of fire hydrants on his road 9 
- Language clarification 10 

 11 
Fire Chief Hoban 12 

- Explained the reason for the number of fire hydrants 13 
 14 
Mayor Barraza stated she will ask for a worksession to move forward on this ordinance.  The moratorium 15 
will need to be extended.  Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez sent out an email asking for recommendations and did 16 
not receive any correspondence.   17 
 18 
Ms. Garcia reiterated that if a person does not commit to attending and participating in a committee; it is 19 
best they just stay away.   20 

 21 
2. Discussion regarding Town of Mesilla FY 22 budget. – Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, 22 

Clerk/Treasurer. 23 
Mayor Barraza reviewed the Town of Mesilla FY 22 budget.    24 
 25 
Marshal Salas has recommended 2 SROs (Zia Middle School and Rio Grande Prep) for FY 2021-22 and 26 
removing the CSO position due to specific requirements to the Las Cruces Public Schools and awaiting to 27 
hear from them as they will be funding the positions excluding uniforms, vehicles, training, and 28 
equipment.    29 
 30 
Trustee Caro expressed his concern with reaction time and agrees with the recommendation. 31 
 32 
Trustee Garcia asked if the position will be posted. 33 
 34 
Marshal Salas responded there have been some interest expressed but the position will still be posted.   35 
 36 
Trustee Garcia asked about the $2,000 for Officer Madson’s certification. 37 
 38 
Marshal Salas responded instructor certification required.    39 
 40 
Mayor Barraza responded the town pays for their employees’ certification.  Officer Madson will be the SRO 41 
assigned to Rio Grande Prep.  Reviewed the GRTs and a COLA increase.   42 
 43 
Trustee Garcia asked if no one is hired for the position of Community Development; will a stipend be given 44 
to Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez like the one we gave to Marshal Salas.   45 
 46 
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Mayor Barraza stated we are looking about dividing the duties; animal control, codes which should be 1 
under the Marshal Department and Community Development.   Budget will be adjusted as needed.  We 2 
have yet to get notification regarding the American Recovery Act so that is not included in the budget.   3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
 9 
 10 
 11 
 12 
 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 
 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
 47 
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PO BOX 10, MESILLA, NM 88046 PH: (575) 524-3262 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1 
TOWN OF MESILLA 2 
REGULAR MEETING 3 

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021 4 
6:00 P.M. 5 

IN PERSON AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER, 2251 CALLE DE SANTIAGO (SPACE IS LIMITED) OR VIA 6 
TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-7799, MEETING ID 983-7900-0389 PASSWORD 971704 7 

 8 
 9 
 10 

TRUSTEES:  Nora Barraza, Mayor 11 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem (absent) 12 

Carlos Arzabal, Trustee (arrived at 6:10 p.m.) 13 
   Jesus Caro, Trustee 14 
   Veronica Garcia, Trustee 15 
 16 
STAFF:   Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 17 
   Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief 18 
   Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 19 
   Enrique Salas, Marshal 20 
   Gloria Maya, Recorder 21 
 22 
PUBLIC:   Heather Nevarez     Andy Embury 23 
   Jimmy Nevarez  Amy O’Brien 24 
 25 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 26 
Mayor Barraza led the Pledge of Allegiance. 27 
 28 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 29 
Roll Call. 30 
Present: Mayor Barraza, Trustee Arzabal (6:10 p.m.), Trustee Caro, Trustee Garcia.   31 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 32 
Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Trustee Garcia, Seconded by Trustee Carp. 33 
 34 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =2). 35 
Trustee Caro    Yes 36 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 37 
  38 

4. PRESENTATIONS: 39 
a) A presentation of the Town of Mesilla’s 2020 Audit – Mariem Tall, Harshwal & Company, LLP. 40 

Ms. Tall gave a presentation of the Town of Mesilla’s 2020 Audit. 41 

 42 

 43 

5. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 44 
Public input in writing shall be received at cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov 24 hours in advance to the meeting 45 
and will be read into the record. You will also be given an opportunity to speak during this time by pressing 46 
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*9 while in the teleconference. You will be prompted when to begin speaking.  Space in limited and may 1 
require persons giving public input to rotate, if capacity of the room exceeded. 2 

No Public Input  3 
 4 

6. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the following items of 5 
recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *) 6 

Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 7 
 8 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 9 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 10 
Trustee Caro    Yes 11 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 12 
 13 

a) *BOT MINUTES – Minutes of a Work Session and Regular Meetings on May 10, 2021.  14 
Approved by consent agenda 15 

b) *PZHAC Case 061213 – 2391 Calle de Parian, submitted by Robert Reynolds, a request to 16 
install a gazebo type shade structure on a residential property at this address. Zoned: Historic 17 
Residential (HR).  Approved by consent agenda 18 

c) *PZHAC Case 061219 – 2488 Calle de Guadalupe, submitted by Juan Albert for “Rincon de 19 
Mesilla”; a request for a sign permit to allow a twelve square foot (3 foot by 4 foot) metal sign 20 
to be installed next to a sign for another tenant located on the property.  Zoned: Historic 21 
Commercial (HC).  Approved by consent agenda **stipulation for a double fine 22 
 23 
 24 

7. NEW BUSINESS: 25 
a) Presentation and action on Resolution 2021-07: an emergency resolution declaring limiting the 26 

use of fireworks in the incorporated areas of the Town of Mesilla. – Chief Kevin Hoban. 27 
Fire Chief Hoban gave a presentation on an emergency resolution declaring limiting the use of fireworks in the 28 
incorporated areas of the Town of Mesilla.  He read Resolution 2021-07; added an amendment to allow 29 
firecrackers.   30 
 31 
Trustee Garcia stated she observed tax permits were not being issued last year.   32 
 33 
Fire Chief Hoban asked that it be reported to Central Dispatch so it can be taken care.   34 
 35 
Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-07:  an emergency resolution declaring limiting the use of fireworks in 36 
the incorporated areas of the Town of Mesilla as amended, Moved by Trustee Caro, Seconded by Trustee 37 
Garcia. 38 
 39 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 40 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 41 
Trustee Caro    Yes 42 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 43 
 44 

b) Resolution 2021-08: A resolution for the regular local election of municipal officers. – Board 45 
of Trustees. 46 

Mayor Barraza read Resolution 2021-08: a resolution for the regular local election of municipal officers.   47 
 48 
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Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-08:  a resolution for the regular local election of municipal officers, 1 
Moved by Trustee Garcia, Seconded by Trustee Caro. 2 
 3 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =2). 4 
Trustee Caro    Yes 5 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 6 
 7 
 8 

c) Resolution 2021-09: Acceptance of the Town of Mesilla 2020 Audit. – Board of Trustees. 9 
Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-09:  acceptance of the Town of Mesilla 2020 Audit, Moved by Trustee 10 
Caro, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 11 
 12 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =2). 13 
Trustee Caro    Yes 14 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 15 
 16 

d) Resolution 2021-10: A resolution declaring surplus property to be nonessential for 17 
Government Functions to be sold pursuant to NMSA §3-54-2. – Board of Trustees. 18 

Mayor Barraza read Resolution 2021-10: a resolution declaring surplus property to be nonessential for 19 
Government Functions to be sold pursuant to NMSA §3-54-2.   20 
 21 
Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-10:  a resolution declaring surplus property to be nonessential for 22 
Government Functions to be sold pursuant to NMSA §3-54-2, Moved by Trustee Caro, Seconded by Trustee 23 
Garcia. 24 
 25 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =2). 26 
Trustee Caro    Yes 27 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 28 
 29 

e) For consideration: approval of FY 2021-2022 Preliminary Budget for the Town of Mesilla.  – 30 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 31 

Mayor Barraza stated a work session was held prior to the regular board meeting. 32 
 33 
Motion: To approve of FY 2021-2022 Preliminary Budget for the Town of Mesilla, Moved by Trustee Caro, 34 
Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 35 
 36 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =2). 37 
Trustee Caro    Yes 38 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 39 
 40 

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 41 
Trustee Garcia: MPO meeting 42 
 43 
Mayor Barraza:  MPO meeting, La Colonias presentation, Mayor Caucus, RTD meeting, Fiber Optic meeting, Los 44 
Leones meeting.   45 
 46 
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9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 1 
Mr. McGillivray stated the plaza lighting project will be completed this week. 2 
 3 
Mayor Barraza stated Ms. Sellers is working on the Music on the Plaza and the 4th of July events. 4 
 5 
Marshal Salas stated the judge, and the Marshal’s Department are planning an Amnesty Week for June 7-12 6 
where they will be responsible for the fine charges only.    7 
 8 
Trustee Arzabal thanked Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez and Ms. Maya for their work on the audit.   9 
 10 
Trustee Garcia asked if approval for La Colonia designation will be scheduled for the next meeting.   11 
 12 
Mayor Barraza responded La Colonia designation will be brought forth for approval at the first meeting in June.  13 
Next meeting will be in-person and via Zoom.  Send any concerns to the appropriate staff.  Offices are open to 14 
the public.  Asked that if anyone that is not vaccinated to please wear their mask.   15 
 16 

10. ADJOURNMENT 17 
The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-3) 18 

 19 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 6:50 P.M.   20 
 21 
APPROVED THIS 28th DAY OF JUNE, 2021. 22 

 23 
 24 
                ___________________________________________ 25 
     Nora L. Barraza 26 
     Mayor 27 
 28 
 29 

ATTEST: 30 
 31 
 32 

______________________________________ 33 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 34 
Town Clerk/Treasurer35 
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�1 

�2 

�3 
�4 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 5 
TOWN OF MESILLA 6 
SPECIAL MEETING 7 

THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2021 8 
10:00 A.M. 9 

IN PERSON AT THE MESILLA COMMUNITY CENTER, 2251 CALLE DE SANTIAGO (SPACE IS 10 
LIMITED) OR VIA TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-7799, MEETING ID 983-7900-0389 PASSWORD 11 

971704 12 
 13 
 14 

TRUSTEES:  Nora Barraza, Mayor 15 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 16 

Carlos Arzabal, Trustee  17 
   Jesus Caro, Trustee (via zoom) 18 
   Veronica Garcia, Trustee (via zoom) 19 
 20 
STAFF:  Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 21 
   Larry Shannon, Community Development 22 
    23 
 24 
PUBLIC:  Eric Liefeld  Davie Salas 25 
   Yolanda Lucero  CW Buddy Ritter 26 

Sam Caldera, SJC Barry LaBench, SJC 27 
 28 

 29 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 30 

Mayor Barraza led the Pledge of Allegiance. 31 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 32 
Roll Call. 33 
Present: Mayor Barraza, Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Trustee Arzabal, Trustee Garcia   34 
 35 

3. ������	�
� �
����������
����������36 

Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick. 37 
 38 

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 39 
Mayor ProTem Johnson-Burick   Yes 40 
Trustee Caro Yes 41 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 42 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 43 
�44 

4. ��������������	����
� � �������	�� ��������	�� ��� �������
��������������������45 
������	
����������������
���		���� � �		�� ���46 

Motion: To close regular meeting and go into public hearing, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-47 
Burick, Seconded by Trustee Arzabal. 48 
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Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 1 
Mayor ProTem Johnson-Burick   Yes 2 
Trustee Caro Yes 3 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 4 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 5 
�6 

�� ����� !"��#�$!%&����'#�()*(++,�-.-.(���  #�/#�	�%0!�&1��'��2 !00#/��3�� �$04���!#5# /6���7 
$#7�#'0�51$���81%!%&�9#$2 !0�01��  1:�04#�!%'0�  �0!1%�15�"1310#�5#%"#'��%/���'0�""1�:�  �8 
�$1�%/���9$19#$03��0�04!'��//$#'';��1%#/���!'01$!"� ��#'!/#%0!� �<���;�9 

�10 

� $;��!#5# /�01 /�04#�
$�'0##'�04�0�4!'� #00#$�!'�!%" �/#/�!%�04#�9�"=#0�:!04�4!'�$#�'1%'�51$��99#� ;��� $;�11 
�!#5# /�5# 0��'�041�&4�04#�
1:%�"1� /�%10�51$"#�4!2 �!%01��%��&$##2 #%0�:!04���%#!&4�1$!%&�9$19#$03�>'!";�12 
�!&40�15��%0$3��1$2 ?;�13 

�14 

�12 2 !''!1%#$���"#$1��%/�	� �'�'0�0#/�04�0�04#�$#�'1%�04#��
��/#%!#/�04#�"�'#�:�'�/�#�01�04#$#�%10�15 
�#!%&����!&40�15��%0$3��1$2 �!%�04#�9�"=#0��%/�04�0�!0�:�'�!%"12 9 #0#;�16 

�17 

� �31$���$$�8��'0�0#/�04�0�04#�
$�'0##'�4�/�&100#%��%��001$%#3@'�19!%!1%��%/�$#�/�/#0�! '�5$12 �!0;�18 

�19 

�� ����� !"��#�$!%&����'#�()*-*A�,�-.BB���  #�/#����/� �9#��'��2 !00#/��3���//3��!00#$�51$�20 
04#�C�1�� #���& #��#'0��$�%06���$#7�#'0�51$���81%!%&�9#$2 !0�01��  1:���$#0$�"0!%&�" 104�21 
�:%!%&�01��#�!%'0�  #/�1D#$�04#�#%0$�%"#�:� =:�3�01�04#��1�� #���& #��#'0��$�%0;���1%#/��22 
�!'01$!"��12 2 #$"!� �<���;�23 

�12 2 !''!1%#$'���"#$1��%/�	� �'�'0�0#/�04�0�04#�$#�'1%�04#��
��/#%!#/�04#�"�'#�:�'�04�0�!0�:1� /�24 
/�2 �&#�04#��/1�#�15���4!'01$!"�  3�'!&%!5!"�%0�'0$�"0�$#��%/�04�0�04#�9$191'#/��:%!%&�/1#'�%10�5!0�!%�:!04�25 
04#�/#D# 192 #%0�81%#�*A;..;�26 

�27 

� $;��!00#$�'0�0#/�04�0�04#'#�039#'�15��:%!%&'�4�D#��##%�!%�� #'!  ��51$�3#�$';��
4#$#��$#�4!'01$!"� �28 
94101&$�94'�15�� #'!  ��� �8��'419'��0! !8!%&�04#'#�039#'�15��:%!%&';�29 

�30 

� $;�	�2 ��� /#$��15�	E���� $;��!00#$@'�!%'0�  #$�51$�04#��:%!%&��/#2 1%'0$�0#/�01�04#�
$�'0##'��%/�04#�0:1�31 
9$#'#%0��12 2 !''!1%#$'�04�0�04#��:%!%&�!'�4# /�!%01�04#�:�  ��3�0:1��1 0'�:!04���2 #0� ��$�"=#0�04�0�/1#'�32 
%10�!2 9�"0�04#�!%0#&$!03�15�04#��/1�#;��
4#�1% 3�!%'0�  �0!1%�!%01�04#��/1�#�!'�04#�0:1�'"$#:';���33 

�34 

�12 2 !''!1%#$�	� �'�7�#'0!1%#/��'�01�41:�04#��1 0'�:1� /�41 /�!%��/1�#��#"��'#��%0! �04#3�/$!  �!%01�04#�35 
:�  ��04#3�:!  �%10�=%1:�!5�04#3�:!  �41 /;�36 

�37 


4#�
$�'0##'��'=#/��//!0!1%� �7�#'0!1%'�$#&�$/!%&�04#�!%'0�  �0!1%�9$1"#''�51$�04#��:%!%&��%/�04#�"1 1$�38 
�%/�04#�9 �"#2 #%0�15�04#�9$191'#/��:%!%&;�39 

�40 

Motion: To close public hearing and go back into regular meeting, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem 41 
Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Trustee Arzabal. 42 

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 43 
Mayor ProTem Johnson-Burick   Yes 44 
Trustee Caro Yes 45 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 46 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 47 
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5. �� �����	�����
�����
� � �������	�� ��������	�� ��� �������
�������������1 
�� �����������	
� ����������� ����
���		��� � � �		�����2 

� �31$���$$�8��2 �/#���'0�0#2 #%0���1�0�41:�04#�D10#�:1� /�:1$=;���#"��'#�04#�
1:%�0�=#'���$1  �"�  �3 
D10#��'4#�:!  �� '1�9 �"#�4#$�D10#�1%�04#�51  1:!%&�!0#2 ';�4 

�� �1$��99$1D� F�!'�99$1D� ����'#�()*(++,�-.-.(���  #�/#�	�%0!�&1��'��2 !00#/��3�� �$04��5 
�!#5# /6���$#7�#'0�51$���81%!%&�9#$2 !0�01��  1:�04#�!%'0�  �0!1%�15�"1310#�5#%"#'��%/���'0�""1�6 
:�  ��$1�%/���9$19#$03��0�04!'��//$#'';��1%#/���!'01$!"� ��#'!/#%0!� �<���;�GG�50#$���$1  �"�  �7 
D10#�15�04#���1D#��99#� ����$#'1 �0!1%�'0�0!%&�04#��1�$/@'�/#"!'!1%��%/�H�'0!5!"�0!1%�8 
'4�  ��#��99$1D#/��0�04#�%#I0��1�$/�15�
$�'0##�2 ##0!%&GG�9 

Motion: To support the P&Z decision, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Trustee 10 
Arzabal. 11 

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes = 5). 12 
Mayor ProTem Johnson-Burick   Yes 13 
Trustee Caro Yes 14 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 15 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 16 
Mayor Barraza    Yes 17 

�18 

�� �1$��99$1D� F�!'�99$1D� ����'#�()*-*A�,�-.BB���  #�/#����/� �9#��'��2 !00#/��3���//3�19 
�!00#$�51$�04#�C�1�� #���& #��#'0��$�%06���$#7�#'0�51$���81%!%&�9#$2 !0�01��  1:���$#0$�"0!%&�20 
" 104��:%!%&�01��#�!%'0�  #/�1D#$�04#�#%0$�%"#�:� =:�3�01�04#��1�� #���& #��#'0��$�%0;��21 
�1%#/���!'01$!"��12 2 #$"!� �<���;��GG�50#$���$1  �"�  �D10#�15�04#���1D#��99#� ����22 
$#'1 �0!1%�'0�0!%&�04#��1�$/@'�/#"!'!1%��%/�H�'0!5!"�0!1%�'4�  ��#��99$1D#/��0�04#�%#I0�23 
�1�$/�15�
$�'0##�2 ##0!%&GG�24 

Motion: To allow Mr. Ritter to install his awning, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee 25 
Caro. 26 

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes = 4, No = 1). 27 
Mayor ProTem Johnson-Burick   Yes 28 
Trustee Caro Yes 29 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 30 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 31 
Mayor Barraza   No 32 

�33 
6. ��E� ���� ��
�34 

The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-5). 35 
 36 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 11:19 A.M.   37 
 38 

APPROVED THIS 28th DAY OF JUNE 2021. 39 
 40 
 41 
                ___________________________________________ 42 
     Nora L. Barraza 43 
     Mayor 44 
 45 
 46 

ATTEST: 47 
 48 
 49 

______________________________________ 50 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 51 
Town Clerk/Treasurer�52 
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PO BOX 10, MESILLA, NM 88046 PH: (575) 524-3262 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 

 1 

 2 

 3 
 4 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 5 
TOWN OF MESILLA 6 
REGULAR MEETING 7 

MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2021 8 
6:00 P.M. 9 

IN PERSON AT THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA (SPACE IS 10 
LIMITED) OR VIA TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-7799, MEETING ID 983-7900-0389 PASSWORD 11 

971704 12 
 13 
 14 

TRUSTEES:  Nora Barraza, Mayor 15 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 16 

Carlos Arzabal, Trustee (via Zoom) 17 
   Jesus Caro, Trustee (absent) 18 
   Veronica Garcia, Trustee 19 
 20 
STAFF:  Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 21 
   Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 22 
   Enrique Salas, Marshal 23 
   Larry Shannon, Community Development 24 
   Gloria Maya, Recorder 25 
 26 
PUBLIC:  Eric Liefeld  Trina Witter 27 

Chris Schaefer 28 
 29 

 30 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 31 

Mayor Barraza led the Pledge of Allegiance. 32 

 33 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 34 
Roll Call. 35 
Present: Mayor Barraza, Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Trustee Arzabal, Trustee Garcia   36 
 37 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 38 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick requested removing Case #061226 and Case #061227 from the consent 39 
agenda.   40 

Motion: To approve agenda as amended, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 41 
 42 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 43 
Mayor ProTem Johnson-Burick   Yes 44 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 45 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 46 
 47 

4. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 48 
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Public input in writing shall be received at cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov 24 hours in advance to the 1 
meeting and will be read into the record. You will also be given an opportunity to speak during this 2 
time by pressing *9 while in the teleconference. You will be prompted when to begin speaking. Space is 3 
limited and may require persons giving public input IN PERSON to rotate, if capacity of the room is 4 
exceeded. 5 

Mr. Liefeld read letter regarding Resolution 2021-11 stating that he made it clear the fence would be 6 
on his mother’s property within the legal setback; will not encroach on neighbor’s property.  Asked 7 
the board to reconsider the vote.   8 

 9 
5. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the 10 

following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *) 11 
Motion: To approve consent agenda as amended, Moved by Trustee Garcia, Seconded by Mayor Pro 12 
Tem Johnson-Burick. 13 
 14 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 15 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 16 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 17 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 18 
 19 

a) *PZHAC Case 061223 – 2220 Calle de Parian, submitted by Teresa Sanchez (property owner) 20 
for T.R. Frietze LLC; a request for a zoning permit to allow the applicant to replace deteriorated 21 
parking bumpers in a commercial parking lot at this address. Zoned: Historic Commercial (HC)  22 
Approved by consent agenda 23 

b) *PZHAC Case 061224- 2424 Calle de Parian, submitted by Cecilia Quintana; a request for a 24 
zoning permit to allow the replacement of an exterior bedroom door on a dwelling at this 25 
address. Zoned: Historic Residential (HR).  Approved by consent agenda 26 

c) *PZHAC Case 061225 – 2557 Calle de Parian, submitted by Andrea Bryan; a request for a 27 
zoning permit to allow the installation of a shade structure at the rear of a dwelling at this 28 
address. Zoned: Historic Residential (HR).  Approved by consent agenda 29 

d) *PZHAC Case 061226 – 1680 Calle de Alvarez, submitted by Chris Schaefer; a request for a 30 
zoning permit to enclose a breezeway between two commercial buildings at this address. Zoned: 31 
General Commercial (C).   32 

Motion: To approve PZHAC Case #061226 – 1680 Calle de Alvarez, submitted by Chris Schaefer; a 33 
request for a zoning permit to enclose a breezeway between two commercial buildings at this address.  34 
Zoned: General Commercial (C), Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia.   35 
 36 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson Burick stated she is concerned with the breezeway having no sprinklers and being 37 
closed off at both ends.  She saw where CID approved the permit and asked if the Fire Chief had also approved 38 
the permit.     39 
 40 
Fire Chief Hoban responded there have been no plans, at this time, to approve the permit.   41 
 42 
Mayor Barraza stated there will be front and rear doors in the breeze way.   43 
 44 
Mr. Shannon inaudible  45 
 46 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated wanted to ensure it would not be a fire hazard.   47 
 48 
Mayor Barraza stated since this is a commercial business, the Fire Chief will need to do an inspection.  She 49 
asked Mr. Shannon if the area will be used as a seating area for customers; if that occur will a sprinkler system 50 
need to be installed.   51 
 52 
Mr. Shannon responded not at this time but if that does occur a sprinkler system will need to be installed.  53 
 54 
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Mayor Barraza clarified that if any business expands the necessary inspections and requirements will be done 1 
and enforced.   2 
 3 
Fire Chief Hoban responded that is correct.    4 
 5 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 6 
Mayor ProTem Johnson-Burick   Yes 7 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 8 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 9 
 10 

e) *PZHAC Case 061227 - 1740 Calle de Mercado, a request for a sign permit to allow a new sign 11 
for a business to be located at this address. Zoned: General Commercial (C).   12 

Motion: To approve PZHAC Case #061227 – 1740 Calle de Mercado, a request for a sign permit to 13 
allow a new sign for a business to be located at this address.  Zoned:  General Commercial (C), Moved 14 
by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Trustee Garcia.   15 
 16 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick apologized for removing Case #061227 from the consent agenda; stated she 17 
had misread the information.   18 
 19 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 20 
Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 21 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 22 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 23 
 24 

f) *For Approval: the hiring of three (3) temporary employees for the Summer Recreation 25 
program.  Approved by consent agenda 26 
 27 
 28 

6. NEW BUSINESS: 29 
a) Resolution 2021-11: A resolution denying an appeal for case 061099 at 2320 Calle de Santiago 30 

a request for a permit to install a coyote fence and a stucco wall around the property at this 31 
address.  – Board of Trustees. 32 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez read resolution denying an appeal for Case #061099 at 2320 Calle de Santiago.   33 

Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-11:  A resolution denying an appeal for Case #061099 at 2320 Calle 34 
de Santiago a request for a permit to install a coyote fence and a stucco wall around the property at this 35 
address, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 36 
 37 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated she initially thought the fence would be on the property line; now she 38 
understands that is not the case.   39 
 40 
Mr. Shannon responded the fence would be 6 inches inside of property line.  As per ordinance would need to 41 
have a setback and fence would need to be 7 ft. inside the property line to entry to the property.     42 
 43 
Mayor Barraza stated the applicant should have been brought forth that information during the appeal hearing.   44 
 45 
Mr. Liefeld responded he was not aware there was false information.   46 
 47 
Mayor Barraza asked Mr. Liefeld if he was aware of the ordinance. 48 
 49 
Mr. Liefeld read ordinance section. 50 
 51 
Mr. Shannon read ordinance section18.35. 52 
 53 
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Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated Mr. Liefeld could provide other plans if he chooses to.    1 
 2 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 3 
Mayor Barraza   Yes 4 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 5 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 6 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 7 
 8 
 9 

b) Resolution 2021-12: a resolution approving an appeal for case 061218 at 2355 Calle de 10 
Guadalupe to allow a retracting cloth awning at the Double Eagle Restaurant. – Board of 11 
Trustees. 12 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez read resolution 2021-12 a resolution approving an appeal for case 061218 at 2355 13 
Calle de Guadalupe.   14 

Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-12:  A resolution approving an appeal for Case #061218 at 2355 15 
Calle de Guadalupe to allow a retracting cloth awning at the Double Eagle Restaurant, Moved by 16 
Trustee Garcia, Seconded by Trustee Arzabal. 17 
 18 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3; No=1). 19 
Mayor Barraza   No 20 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 21 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 22 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 23 
 24 

c) Resolution 2021-13: a resolution designating the Town of Mesilla as a “Colonia” for the 25 
purposes of obtaining additional funding for projects. - Board of Trustees. 26 

Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-13:  A resolution designating the Town of Mesilla as a “Colonia” 27 
for the purposes of obtaining additional funding for projects, Moved by Trustee Garcia, Seconded by 28 
Trustee Arzabal 29 
 30 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated after serving on the board and seeing the needs of our town it would be 31 
a disservice to the community to if we do not approve the designation.   32 
 33 
Trustee Garcia thanked them for educating our town and our residents.  She is looking forward to working on 34 
much needed projects.   35 
 36 
Trustee Arzabal thanked the trustees for getting educated.  This designation will help the town get funding for 37 
several needed projects.   38 
 39 
Mayor Barraza stated she is glad that this came back to the table.  We will now have the opportunity to look 40 
for funding for much needed infrastructure projects.     41 
 42 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 43 
Mayor Barraza   Yes 44 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 45 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 46 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 47 
 48 

d) Resolution 2021-14: a resolution extending a moratorium on expanding non-conforming lots an 49 
additional two months. - Board of Trustees. 50 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez read Resolution 2021-14: a resolution extending a moratorium on expanding non-51 
conforming lots an additional two months.   52 
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Motion: To approve Resolution 2021-14:  A resolution extending a moratorium on expanding non-1 
conforming lots an additional two months, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 2 
 3 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated this has been challenging ordinance.   4 
 5 
Trustee Garcia stated there is no commitment from the members making it difficult to move forward and 6 
causing this moratorium to be extended.  We need to get this taken care of.   7 

Trustee Arzabal thanked the committee.   8 

Mayor Barraza stated the revisions to this ordinance are very important.   As we extend the moratorium, we are 9 
hurting our constitutes.    10 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez named the committee members.   11 

Mayor Barraza encouraged the committee to meet this week to move forward.   12 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez has worked hard in providing information to 13 
the trustees and committee members.   14 

Mayor Barraza stated she provided copies of the Comprehensive Plan.  We need to set a meeting date and 15 
move forward to get this done.   16 
 17 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 18 
Mayor Barraza   Yes 19 
Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 20 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 21 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 22 
 23 

 24 
7. *STAFF REPORTS 25 

Community Development 26 
Community Programs 27 
Finance Department 28 
Fire Department 29 
Marshal Department 30 
Public Works Department 31 
 32 

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 33 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick:  MPO meeting; no meeting in July 34 
 35 
Trustee Garcia:  MPO meeting 36 
 37 
Trustee Arzabal:  CEO meeting Friday, June 11th 38 
 39 
Mayor Barraza:  STRTD, NMML Mayor Caucus, NMDOT, MPO meetings 40 
 41 

 42 
9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 43 

Fire Chief Hoban stated the ISO evaluation has improved to 4 rating and is committed to get to a 3 rating 44 
which helps reduce premiums.  He is proud of the department for what they do.  Drought conditions will 45 
continue to be monitored.   46 
 47 
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Marshal Salas stated they have received another vehicle.  They have an appointment for the graphics to be 1 
installed next week.   2 
 3 
Mr. Shannon stated this will be his last Board of Trustees meeting as he will be retiring making his last 4 
workday June 25th.  He has truly enjoyed working for the Town of Mesilla.      5 
 6 
Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez stated there will be late afternoon luncheon at La Posta on Friday, June 25th at 4:00 7 
p.m. in honor of Mr. Shannon; asked everyone to RSVP to Ms. Sellers.    8 
 9 
Trustee Arzabal stated we do not want political answers from Mr. Cervantes.  Let us ask clear questions and be 10 
straight forward.  He asked the trustees if they would like to get together to do something for our employees 11 
who stepped up to get the job done during the pandemic.    12 
 13 
Trustee Garcia stated she is pleased the Colonia designation has passed.  Thanked Mr. Shannon for his hard 14 
work and wished him the best on his new endeavor.   15 
 16 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated many of the decisions we need to make are not easy.  Thanked Mr. 17 
Shannon and appreciates what he has done for the town.  She understands that New Mexico will be opening 18 
fully on July 1st.   19 
 20 
Mayor Barraza stated all future meetings will be in-person and not on Zoom. Once New Mexico is fully 21 
opened businesses will go back to following rules and regulations; notices will be sent out to the businesses.  22 
There have been two meetings regarding expanding broadband to the west side of Las Cruces; they will be 23 
seeking funding to make that possible.  Thanked the department heads and staff for their hard work in 24 
providing services to the Town of Mesilla.  Summer Rec begins on June 21st at the Community Center.  A tree 25 
will be planted in memory of Ms. Gloria Garza on June 24th at the park across the street from the Community 26 
Center on Friday, June 24th.  Thanked Mr. Shannon for his commitment and dedication to the Town of 27 
Mesilla.  Historic Preservation is very challenging.  We need to continue what our forefathers put in place as to 28 
preserve the history of Mesilla.  PZHAC needs our support as they have done a great job in following the 29 
ordinances.  Our history is what brings tourist to our community.   30 
 31 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated if we allow the little things to change then it will be the little things that 32 
will change Mesilla; big things can be stopped.     33 
 34 
Mayor Barraza stated her area of expertise is preservation.  When something is destroyed it is gone.  That is 35 
not what we want for our community and future generations.  She asked if the water fountains are available on 36 
the plaza.  She asked everyone to be conservative regarding electricity to avoid blackouts and to be safe.   37 
 38 
Mr. McGillivray responded there is one fountain in working condition. 39 
 40 

 41 
10. ADJOURNMENT 42 

The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-4). 43 
 44 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:15 P.M.   45 
 46 
APPROVED THIS 28th DAY OF JUNE, 2021. 47 

 48 
 49 
                ___________________________________________ 50 
     Nora L. Barraza 51 
     Mayor 52 
 53 
 54 
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ATTEST: 1 
 2 
 3 

______________________________________ 4 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 5 
Town Clerk/Treasurer6 
�
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BOT ACTION FORM 
SUP EXTENSION REQUEST  

CASE 012064 
[PZHAC REVIEW 6/21/21] 

 
Item: 
Case 012064 – 1755 Avenida de Mercado, submitted by Lou Ellen Kay and Vince Gutschick for the Las Cruces Academy, a 
request for an extension of the Special Use Permit for the private school located at this address. Zoned: General Commercial 
(C). 
 
Description of Request: 
The Las Cruces Academy was granted a Special Use Permit in 2012 by the Town to operate as a private school at this location. 
The Special Use Permit was approved for a three-year period, with a three-year extension granted by the PZHAC in 2015, and 
again for three years in September 2018. The latest three-year extension is about to expire, and the applicant is requesting a 
further extension of three years.  
 
There have been no changes to the size, hours of operations, or impacts to the area created by the school in the last six years. 
Additionally, there have not been any complaints about the school from neighboring property owners within the past last six 
years. Staff is not aware of any other complaints or problems with the school in during its operation, and it does not appear 
that the school has had any negative impacts on the Town during its nine years of operation.  
 
According to the applicant (see attached letter from the applicants): 

“We would like to request an indefinite extension of our Special Use Permit so that we can continue to run the Las Cruces 
Academy in our current location of 1755 Avenida de Mercado, a building currently owned by Tinsley Preston (Preston 
Wisconsin LP).  We believe the following facts are relevant and support our request. 
 
1. While we are currently leasing the building from Mr. Preston, we are beginning discussions with him for a 
lease/purchase of the property.  
 
2. As a part of our school philosophy we feel it is very important for the school and the students to be involved in the 
local community. In past years, before COVID restrictions, the students performed in several local events as well as 
attending local events, especially Dia de los Muertos and Cinco de Mayo.  They have also visited the home of J. Paul 
Taylor and performed for him.  We traditionally produce events to which the community is invited, including a 
performance at the end of every semester.  We have also in past years, and intend to continue, had educational booths at 
events such as Dies y Seis de Septembre. We have hosted the musical portion of the 4th of July fireworks displays and 
allowed citizens to use our space for viewing the fireworks.  Most recently posters by our students, featuring 
environmental concerns, were displayed in the Town Hall building, which we greatly appreciated. 
 
3. Our teachers, families, and students visit when possible local art galleries, picnic and play in local parks, and eat at 
local restaurants.  We are happy to be a part of this historic, delightful community. 
 
We wish to remain in Mesilla and greatly appreciate being allowed to be an active part of the community.  If there is a 
change in either our rental agreement or in the ownership of the building, we will certainly notify the Town Offices.” 

Consistency with the Code: 
The school has been operating in accordance with the requirements of the SUP as approved and within the requirements of the 
Code. There have been no issues with the school since its inception nine years ago, Approval of this request would be consistent 
with the previous approvals of requests for extensions in the past six years.  
 
PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC noted that there have been no issues of any sort with this use in the past nine years and voted 3 – 0 to 
recommend APPROVAL of the permit to the BOT as requested.    
 
BOT OPTIONS: 

1. Approve the proposed changes as approved by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the proposed changes with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

 
BOT ACTION: 20
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   Las Cruces Academy 
           1755 Avenida de Mercado - physical address 

   Mesilla, NM 88046 

 

   4904 Calabazilla Dr. - mailing address 
   Las Cruces, NM 88011 
   15 June 2021 
 

                           
To the Town of Mesilla: 
  
Request for extension of Special Use Permit 
 

We would like to request an indefinite extension of our Special Use Permit so that we can continue to run the Las 
Cruces Academy in our current location of 1755 Avenida de Mercado, a building currently owned by Tinsley Preston 
(Preston Wisconsin LP).  We believe the following facts are relevant and support our request. 
 
1. While we are currently leasing the building from Mr. Preston we are beginning discussions with him for a 
lease/purchase of the property.  
 
2. As a part of our school philosophy we feel it is very important for the school and the students to be involved in the 
local community. In past years, before COVID restrictions, the students performed in several local events as well as 
attending local events, especially Dia de los Muertos and Cinco de Mayo.  They have also visited the home of J. Paul 
Taylor and performed for him.  We traditionally produce events to which the community is invited, including a 
performance at the end of every semester.  We have also in past years, and intend to continue, had educational 
booths at events such as Dies y Seis de Septembre. We have hosted the musical portion of the 4th of July fireworks 
displays and allowed citizens to use our space for viewing the fireworks.  Most recently posters by our students, 
featuring environmental concerns, were displayed in the Town Hall building, which we greatly appreciated. 
 
3. Our teachers, families, and students visit when possible local art galleries, picnic and play in local parks, and eat at 
local restaurants.  We are happy to be a part of this historic, delightful community. 
 
We wish to remain in Mesilla and greatly appreciate being allowed to be an active part of the community.  If there is 
a change in either our rental agreement or in the ownership of the building we will certainly notify the Town Offices. 
 
  
    With appreciation, 
 

                  
     Lou Ellen Kay             Vince Gutschick 
     Head of School            Chair, Board of Trustees 
 
 

 
The LCA is a 501(c)(3) charitable educational institute.  We do not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national or ethnic origin, sex, 

physical disability, or sexual orientation. 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 6/21/2021] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
 
Item: 
Case 061233 – 2685 Calle de Parian, submitted by William McIlvaine; a request for a summary subdivision to allow 
a 0.91acre parcel to be split into two parcels. Historic Residential (HR) 
 
Description of Request: 
The subject property is located on the southeast corner of Calle del Oeste and Calle de Parian. The property is 0.91 
acres (about 39,680 square feet) in size; and is currently occupied by a main dwelling having about 2350 square feet 
and a garage that was converted into an accessory dwelling having about 587 square feet of living space. Other than 
a small well house next to the man dwelling, there are no other structures on the property. Access to the property is 
from Calle de Parian, although there is a gate at the rear of the property onto Calle del Oeste. The dwellings share a 
common water main connection but have separate sewer connections.  
 
The applicant would like to divide the property into two parcels, each containing a dwelling. The larger of the two 
will be 0.481 acres (20,952 square feet) and will contain the main dwelling. Access will be from Calle de Parian. 
The second property will be 0.430 acres (18,730 square feet) and will contain the accessory dwelling. Access will 
also be from Calle de Parian. Both dwellings will be over ten feet from the new property line. Each dwelling will 
have its own water and sewer line. Each of the properties will meet the required 8,000 square feet of property and 
the 80 feet of frontage for new lots.  
 
According to the applicant, the smaller property may be sold off in the future. 
 
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed summary subdivision will be consistent with the following 
sections of the Code: 

 18.33.060 Development zone. 
A development zone defines the immediate physical vicinity to be used to identify the historic character of 
a particular area and includes the predominant architectural style and design standards of existing structures 
together with their setting. 

A. Function of the Development Zone. The function of the development zone is to provide for historically 
appropriate development within an existing historic district by setting standards for both new 
construction and alterations to existing structures. 

 
18.35.040 Development standards. 

B. Population Density. When lots or parcels in the H-R zone are to be developed to single-family or 
multiple single-family dwellings, each lot or parcel shall have sufficient area to provide 8,000 square 
feet of area for each family unit to be built. The maximum number of dwellings allowed on any property 
shall be two, providing density and parking requirements are met. A maximum of 40 percent 
impervious and 60 percent pervious shall be required unless otherwise noted by the development zone 
requirements of Chapter 18.33 MTC (Historic Preservation). 

 
Chapter 17.35 ALTERNATE SUMMARY PROCEDURE 
17.05.060 Definitions. 

41. “Summary subdivision” means a subdivision of land consists of no more than two parcels of land or 
is a replat where the combination or recombination of portions of previously platted lots does not 
increase the total number of lots. Summary subdivisions shall be in substantial conformity with the 
subdivision regulations of the town of Mesilla. The applicability of the summary subdivision procedure 
may be determined by the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission. 
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17.35.020 Utility connections. 

All lots in C, H-C, H-R and R-1 zones shall be provided with connections to the municipal water system, 
sewage system and storm drainage system in accordance with plans approved by the planning 
commission. [Ord. 89-01; prior code § 11-5-7.2] 

 
Findings that need to be made: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of subdividing a 0.91 acre lot into two parcels having a dwelling on each through the 

summary subdivision process. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed summary subdivision will not be in violation of MTC 17.35, MTC 18.33 or 

MTC 18.35 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed summary subdivision will meet all applicable Code requirements. 
 
PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC determined that the proposed lot split met the requirements of the Mesilla Town Codes and that the lot split 
would not be detrimental to the Town and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of the permit to the BOT as requested.  
   
BOT OPTIONS: 

1. Approve the proposed lot split (summary subdivision) as approved by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the proposed lot split (summary subdivision) with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

 
BOT ACTION: 
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Las Cruces Public Schools Board of Education 

AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. Board Meeting Date: June 15, 2021

2. Item Title: Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Town of Mesilla for 
School Resource Officers at Zia Middle School and Rio Grande Preparatory 
Institute for 2021-2022 school year.

3. Name of Presenter(s ): Gabe Jacquez, Superintendent Operations & Todd 
Gregory, Director of Public Safety

4. This item is for: __Action _Consent Agenda _Discussion _Report/Information

5. Proposed Motion (Action Items Only): Approval of Memorandum of 
Understanding with Town of Mesilla for School Resource Officers at Zia Middle 
School and Rio Grande Preparatory for 2021-2022 school year.

6. Executive Summary/Justification:

The district is seeking approval of MOU between Town of Mesilla and Las Cruces 
Public Schools for the 2021-2022 school year. The Town of Mesilla will provide a 
School Resource Officer for Zia Middle School and Rio Grande Preparatory 
Institute.

X
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TOWN OF MESILLA 
BOARD ACTION FORM 

ITEM: 
For APPROVAL: AN AUDIT CONTRAC FOR THE FY 20/21 FISCAL YEAR, WITH 
THE OPTION OF TWO ADDITIONAL YEARS.

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Town went out to RFP for a new auditor due to our previous Audtors, Harshwal, taking a year off 
from doing audits in the state of NM.  We request that you approve Beasley, Mitchell & Co., LLP as the 
Town of Mesilla's auditors.  They are local to Las Cruces and have great references from Sunland Park, 
Hidalgo County and City of Artesia. 

BOT ACTION: 
Approve 
Approve with changes 
Deny 

Reviewed by: Cynthia S-Hernandez Town Clerk/Treasurer Email: cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-15 
 

 
A RESOLUTION REPEALING AND ADOPTING JOB DESCRIPTIONS FOR TOWN 
POSITIONS. 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Town of Mesilla hold the 

municipal powers conferred by state statute to operate the municipality; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor is the presiding officer of the Board of Trustees and is vested 

with the sovereign power for operating the municipality upon the consent 
and approval of the Trustees; and 

 
WHEREAS, some job descriptions need revised to better suit the duties of positions; 

and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the previous job descriptions are repealed 
and the attached job descriptions are adopted and constitutes the general duties and 
tasks of the afore mentioned positions and the general procedures to be observed by 
said positions. 
 
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED on this 28th day of June 2021. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Nora L. Barraza 

Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
Town Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
 (SEAL) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
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JOB TITLE:   COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 
 
DEPARTMENT:  FINANCE/ADMINISTRATION 
 
CLASSIFICATION:  FULL-TIME   FLSA: NON-EXEMPT 
 
SALARY RANGE:  $16.83 - $21.30 Hourly 
 
JOB SUMMARY: 
The Community Development Coordinator is responsible for planning and organizing the 
implementation of building projects, administering community development activities. 
The position also oversees the building and zoning function, which includes current and 
long-range planning, building enforcement and real estate and land activities. 
 
MAJOR DUTIES: 
 

 Review and process all applications to include but not limited to building permits, 
subdivision requests, special use permits, variance requests, sign permits, and 
zoning. 
 

 Reviews private project development plans for compliance with codes, 
regulations and standards, adequacy of applications for permits and compliance 
with approved plans. 
 

 Ensures the timely preparation of complete and accurate staff work for 
presentation to committees, commissions, and Board of Trustees; performs 
research and analysis for presentations on special projects and 
community/planning issues. 
 

 Administers and interprets the Comprehensive Plan and Land Development and 
other codes; ensures compliance with Federal, State, and local laws, ordinances, 
rules, and regulations; drafts code provisions or amendments to correct 
deficiencies or effect compliance with new laws or regulations; develops plans or 
programs to satisfy future needs for department services. 
 

 Represents the department to various committees, commissions, and community 
groups. 
 

 Provide staff assistance and prepare reports to the Planning, Zoning and Historic 
Appropriateness Commission (PZHAC), the Board of Trustees, the County 
Assessor’s office and the Town Clerk/Treasurer and related boards and 
commissions; prepare agendas, staff reports and other necessary correspondence. 
 

 Respond to and resolve difficult and sensitive citizen inquiries and complaints. 
 

 Prepare a variety of written reports, memos, and correspondence related to 
enforcement activities. 
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 May assist in researching, drafting, and rewriting municipal codes; participate in 

the development of forms and processes utilized to address various issues. 
 

 Interprets the Town code, local and state regulations, plans, policies and 
understands the functions of elected and appointed boards, citizens, the business 
community, and the public. 

 
 Responsible for preparing PZHAC, Board of Adjustments (BOA), and 

Architectural Styes Committee agendas and compiles cases for meeting packets. 
 

 Keep in custody all minutes and resolutions approved by the PZHAC and BOA. 
 

 Record all proceedings and resolutions of the PZHAC and BOA. 
 

 Research and present facts and findings on each case at the meeting of the 
PZHAC and Architectural Styles Committee and answer questions related to the 
cases. 

 
 Attend the bi-weekly meetings of the PZHAC and the bi-weekly meetings of the 

BOT, make presentations and answer questions related to the PZHAC cases at 
each meeting. 

 
 Serve as secretary to the PZHAC. 

 
 Enforce the Comprehensive Land Use Ordinance for the Town of Mesilla, to 

include issuing notices of violations, stop work orders, etc.  
 

 Maintain accurate documentation and case files on all investigations, inspections, 
enforcement actions, and other job-related activities including accurate and 
detailed information regarding building enforcement activity to substantiate 
violations; draw diagrams and illustrations and take photographs. 

 
 Work together with the Marshal’s Department to accomplish code enforcement. 

 
 Administer and interpret the Guidelines and Criteria for Historic Preservation, the 

"Yguado Plan," and encompassed in Mesilla Town Code Chapter 18.33 for the 
purpose of maintaining the historic nature of the Town of Mesilla. 

 
 Plans, sets, coordinates, and performs follow-up work of meetings involving 

interested parties, which may include elected officials, agency representatives, 
and individuals form the public sector, and the public to promote and undertake 
special projects. 

 
 Perform other duties as assigned. 
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JOB SPECIFICATIONS: 

ꞏ        Operations, services, and activities of a comprehensive planning program 
 
ꞏ        Principles and policies of regional and urban planning. 
 
ꞏ        Zoning administration practices and methods. 
 
ꞏ        Principles and practices of urban design and neighborhood revitalization. 
 
ꞏ        Principles and practices of program development and administration. 
 
ꞏ        Principles and practices of short- and long-term planning. 
 
ꞏ        Pertinent Federal, State, and local laws, codes, and regulations. 
 

SUPERVISORY CONTROLS: 
 
The Mayor assigns work in terms of goals and objectives.  The Coordinator manages the 
daily operation of the department independently.  The work may be reviewed upon 
completion by the Town Clerk/Treasurer. 
 
PHYSICAL DEMANDS 
 
Primary functions require sufficient physical ability and mobility to work in an office and 
field environment; to stand, stoop, reach, bend, kneel, squat, climb ladders, and walk on 
uneven terrain, loose soil, and sloped surfaces; to lift and/or carry light weights; to 
operate office equipment requiring repetitive hand movement and fine coordination 
including use of a computer keyboard; ability to operate a vehicle to travel to various 
locations; and to verbally communicate to exchange information.  
 
WORK ENVIRONMENT. 
 
Indoor and outdoor environments; work alone; travel from site to site; incumbents may 
be exposed to noise, dust, inclement weather conditions, and potentially hostile 
environments. 
 
While performing the duties of this job, the employee occasionally works in outside 
weather conditions.   
 
The noise level in the work environment is usually quiet in the office, moderate to loud in 
the field. 
 
Vision: See in the normal visual range with or without correction.  
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Hearing: Hear in the normal audio range with or without correction 
 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 
 

1. BA or BS in planning or a closely related field.  
2. At least two (2) years’ experience in planning, engineering, or related field 
3. Thorough knowledge of land use, zoning laws and comprehensive plans, 

including their information, adoption, and enforcement.  
 

4. Any equivalent combination of education and experience. 
5. A valid New Mexico driver’s license.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
I acknowledge that I have read the job description and requirements for the Community 
Development Coordinator position and I certify that I can perform these functions. 
 
______________________________  __________  
Applicant Signature      Date    
 
 
______________________________ 
Witness 
 
*Management has the right to add or change these duties of the position at any time. 
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JOB TITLE: SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 

 

DEPARTMENT: MARSHAL JOB SUMMARY:  

Under general supervision, in cooperation with Las Cruces Public Schools (LCPS)—
through a Service Agreement for School Resource Officer (SRO) Services—performs 
general duty police work involved in the protection of persons and property; prevention 
and investigation of crimes, and enforcement of laws, committed on or adjacent to school 
property. Counsel public school students in special situations, such as students suspected 
of engaging in criminal misconduct, when requested by the principal or the principal’s 
designee or by the parents of a student. Assists other law enforcement officers with 
outside investigations concerning students attending the school(s) the SRO is assigned.  

Distinguishing characteristics:  

The School Resource Officer differs from Deputy Marshal I/II, due to the specialized 
assignment and the position being project employment contingent upon funding. 

MAJOR DUTIES:  

 Performs general duty police work in order to provide SRO services to LCPS; and, to 
protect and serve the public of the Town of Mesilla.  

 Patrols streets, roads, and public places on foot, patrol car or any other means of 
conveyance to prevent crime, enforce laws, or respond to criminal actions on LCPS 
property.  

 Issues tickets to traffic violators, primarily within school zones or along Safe Routes to 
Schools. 

 Conducts crash investigation at crash sites, reroutes traffic accordingly, and investigates 
causes and results of crashes.  

 Responds to reported crime scenes on LCPS property adhering to required processes and 
procedures.  

 Writes and files report of daily activity immediately to his/her supervisor following each 
shift.  

 Appears in court to present evidence and testify against apprehended individuals 
violating the law.  

 Provides security surveillance to LCPS buildings.  
 Performs other job-related duties as assigned. 
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JOB SPECIFICATIONS:  

 Bilingual (English/Spanish) preferred.  
 Ability to plan, direct and coordinate police and civilian activities.  
 Knowledge in police operations, techniques, practices, traffic control and enforcement, 

and resource planning. 
 Excellent communication and interpersonal skills necessary in interacting with LCPS 

staff, students and Town staff. 
 Knowledge of safety and standard police practices.  
 Working knowledge of personal computer with appropriate software is necessary.  
 Ability to operate all assigned equipment and tools.  

SUPERVISORY CONTROLS: 

Position reports to the Marshal, through the established chain-of-command. 
Consequences of error may include life, injury, monetary, property, and customer 
inconvenience. Personal contacts are constant and must be conducted in a courteous and 
respectful manner at all times. 

GUIDELINES:  

Position is permitted some variation in work sequence and routine, adhering to all 
federal, state and local laws, rules, regulations, procedures, and policies. 

COMPLEXITY:  

Both simple and complex problem solving required in dealing with citizen complaints 
and concerns adhering to strict policies and procedures.  

 PHYSICAL DEMANDS: 

Physical demands in field operations are substantial involving bending, stooping, 
crawling, balancing, and reaching below, at, or above shoulder height. Must be able to lift 
and carry up to 150 pounds when performing apprehending, restraining, and/or rescuing 
duties. Hand coordination and motor skills required when operating a baton, mace, hand-
held radio, firearm, handcuffs and performing first aid/CPR. Requires talking, hearing, 
and visual acuity sufficient to perform essential job functions. 

WORK ENVIRONMENT:  

Environmental Factors Position functions up to 90% outdoors and is exposed to all types 
of weather conditions; traffic noises; mechanical hazards; biohazards such as bodily 
fluids; debris, fumes, odors, and dusts associated with crime and crash scenes. All 
protective clothing, equipment, and devices are required and provided by the department. 
Work Situation Factors Drug testing is required according to DOT regulations. Must be 
free of felony convictions. Position is subject to competing demands such as extended 
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work hours beyond regular shift when necessary; multiple tasks; strict deadlines; and 
exposure to serious bodily harm.  

 

SUPERVISORY AND MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY:  

Position reports to the Marshal, through the established chain-of-command. Incumbents 
may lead or supervise lower-level positions.  

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:  

 High school diploma or GED. An Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice or related field 
from an accredited college/university is preferred. 

 Graduate of the New Mexico DPS Law Enforcement Academy or Certification by 
Waiver process; NMDPS certification or Certification by Waiver within twelve (12) 
months. 

 Three (3) years as a certified police officer is preferred.  
 Valid NM Class D driver license.  
 IR Breathalyzer operator; standardized field sobriety testing –required within twelve (12) 

months.  
 Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation certification is required within twelve (12) months.  
 Must be able to pass a rigid, comprehensive background investigation,  
 Must be a U.S. Citizen and legally able to carry and use firearms and ammunition. 
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28th June Town of Mesilla

Mayor Nora L. Barraza
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