
PO BOX 10, MESILLA, NM 88046 PH: (575) 524-3262 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A REGULAR 
MEETING ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2020 AT 6:00 P.M. VIA TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-
7799, MEETING ID 989-2091-8810, PASSWORD 025699. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL

4. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes.

Public input in writing shall be received at cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov at by 5:00 
p.m., the day of the meeting and will be read into the record. You will also be given
an opportunity to speak during this time by pressing *9 while in the teleconference. 
You will be prompted when to begin speaking. 

5. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA –
(The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the following items of recurring or routine business. The
Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *):

a) *BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Work Session & Regular Meeting on May 11, 2020.
b) *PZHAC Case 061026 – 2149 Calle de Los Huertos, submitted by Martin Serna for

Gabriel Quintana; request for a zoning permit to allow the construction of stucco wall
around a courtyard at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR).

c) *PZHAC Case 061033 w/Condition of submittal of right-of-entry agreement – 2230
Calle del Sur, submitted by Stephen Cadena; a request to for a zoning permit to construct a
rock wall and a stucco wall on a property at this address. Zoned: Historic Residential
(HR).

d) *PZHAC Case 061044 w/Condition of submittal of right-of-entry agreement – 2545
Calle Santa Ana, submitted by Oscar Frietze; a request for a zoning permit to install a fence
along the west edge of a pecan grove at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)

e) *PZHAC Case 061047 w/Condition submittal of right-of-entry agreement for all sides
and only approving the 6 ft wall in the back until documentation is given for clear-
sight-triangle on the walls for the sides of the property. – Calle Tercera, submitted by
Frankie Torres, a request for a zoning permit to allow a rock wall to be constructed on the
property lines of a residential property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)

f) *For Approval: the hiring of three (3) temporary employees for the Summer Recreation
program.

6. *OLD BUSINESS:
a) * BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Regular Meeting on April 27, 2020.

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a) AN APPEAL FROM A PLANNING & ZONING DECISION: on Case 061021- 1922
Calle de Cura, submitted by Nia Rucker; a request for a zoning permit to replace windows
on a dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR).

b) A LIQUOR LICENSE - Application 1156030 for Creative Spirits Distillery LLC aka Dry
Point Distillers for a winegrower liquor license, with on premises consumption and package
sales.
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8. NEW BUSINESS:

a) For Consideration: an appeal of the PZHAC’s decision on Case 061021- 1922 Calle de
Cura, submitted by Nia Rucker; a request for a zoning permit to replace windows on a
dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR).   **A resolution with the
decision must be brought back to the Trustees at our meeting June 8th. **

b) For consideration: Application 1156030 for Creative Spirits Distillery LLC aka Dry Point
Distillers for a winegrower liquor license, with on premises consumption and package sales.
– Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer.

c) For consideration: FY 2020-2021 Preliminary Budget for the Town of Mesilla.  – Cynthia
Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer.

d) Resolution 2020-10: amending the Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness
Commission meeting time to 2:30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Monday’s of each month.  – Nora
Nora L. Barraza, Mayor.

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS

10. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS

11. ADJOURNMENT

NOTICE: 
If you need an accommodation for a disability to enable you to fully participate in the hearing or meeting, 
please contact us at 524-3262 at least one week prior to the meeting. The Mayor and Trustees request that 
all cell phones be turned off or set to vibrate. Members of the audience are requested to step outside the 
Board Room to respond to or to conduct a phone conversation. A copy of the agenda packet can be found 
online at www.mesillanm.gov.  

Posted 5/22/2020 at the following locations: Town Clerk’s Office 2231 Avenida de Mesilla, Public Safety 
Building 2670 Calle de Parian, Mesilla Community Center 2251 Calle de Santiago, Shorty’s Food Mart 
2290 Avenida de Mesilla, Ristramnn Chile Co., 2531 Avenida de Mesilla and the U.S. Post Office 2253 
Calle de Parian. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 8 
TOWN OF MESILLA 9 

WORK SESSION 10 
MONDAY, MAY 11, 2020 11 

5:30 P.M. 12 
VIA TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-7799 13 

14 
15 

TRUSTEES:  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 16 
Carlos Arzabal, Mayor Pro Tem 17 
Jesus Caro, Trustee 18 
Veronica Garcia, Trustee 19 
Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Trustee 20 

21 
STAFF: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer22 

Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief 23 
  Eddie Lerma, Marshal24 

Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 25 
26 
27 

 Discussion of the Town of Mesilla Preliminary Budget for FY 2020/2021– Cynthia Stoehner-28 

Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer.29 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez presented the Town of Mesilla’s Preliminary Budget for FY 2020/2021. 30 
- 3% increase in health benefits31 
- Adjustments made to all department’s operation line item to allow for the bottom line to remain the32 

same  33 
- 1% increase as per collective bargaining to union employees34 
- 1.4% Experience Modifier for Worker’s Comp which is based on claims 3 years ago35 
- Savings due to personnel and benefit changes in the Marshal’s Department will help cover the36 

School Resource Officer contract and add to the operational budget37 
- Marshal’s budget may change due to personnel assignments38 
- Savings due to benefit changes in Public Works will be moved to the Community Center line item39 
- 2% utility service increase due to CPI; senior trash will remain the same40 
- Fire Protection Fund will receive $145,946 which is less than what received this year due to41 

COVID1942 
- EMS Fund shows the minimum that we could receive; adjustment will be made once the final43 

number is received44 
- Correction Fund has never met the budgeted amount, so it was decreased.  She is waiting to hear45 

from Ms. Carbajal who stated it may need to remain the same due to State Statute.46 
- Changes in personnel in School Resource Officer47 
- Marshal Lerma is going to request more funding from the Las Cruces School District for the School48 

Resource Officer49 
50 
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Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal expressed concerns with other employees not being union.  All employees       1 
deserve at least a 1% increase.    2 
 3 
Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez responded when union first came forth it was offered to everyone and the only 4 
one that chose to participate was the Marshal’s Department.   5 
 6 
Mayor Barraza stated she feels confident with the preliminary budget as presented.  We have been able 7 
meet most of what was projected in the 2019-2020 budget; adjustments will be made once we receive 8 
final numbers.  Had the GRT trend continued we would have exceeded what had been projected.   9 
 10 
Trustee Garcia asked if the Recreation Fund is only for Summer Recreation and asked if the town will be 11 
affected by the minimum wage. 12 
 13 
Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez responded it is only for Summer Recreation Program.  We are fine with regards 14 
to the minimum wage.  She understands the City of Las Cruces will have an increase, but she will do 15 
research to see if the state will have an increase.   16 
 17 
Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal stated we are being proactive with the preliminary budget.   18 
 19 
Mayor Barraza stated the budget needs to be submitted to the state by June 1st.   She asked the trustees to 20 
bring forth any concerns or questions so they can be addressed. 21 
 22 
Trustee Caro stated we need to watch our expenditures since we do not know what will be cut at the state 23 
level. 24 
 25 
Mayor Barraza stated Capital Outlay funding which has not obligated has been frozen.  A Special 26 
Legislative Session may be scheduled in June where more cuts may take place.   27 
 28 

 29 
Worksession ended at 5:41 p.m. 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1 
TOWN OF MESILLA 2 

REGULAR MEETING 3 
MONDAY, MAY 11, 2020 4 

6:00 P.M. 5 
VIA TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-7799 6 

7 
8 

  TRUSTEES: Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 9 
Carlos Arzabal, Mayor Pro Tem 10 
Jesus Caro, Trustee 11 
Veronica Garcia, Trustee 12 
Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Trustee 13 

14 
  STAFF: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 15 

Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief 16 
Eddie Lerma, Marshal 17 
Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 18 
Dorothy Sellers, Special Events Coordinator 19 
Larry Shannon, Community Development Coordinator 20 
Joseph Cervantes, Attorney 21 

22 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE23 

Mayor Barraza led the Pledge of Allegiance.24 

25 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM26 

      Roll Call. 27 
      Present: Mayor Barraza, Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Trustee Garcia, Trustee Johnson-Burick. 28 

29 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL30 

      Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Caro.   31 

32 
   Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3).   33 

      Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 34 
      Trustee Garcia   Yes 35 
      Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 36 

37 

4. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes.38 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez read public input submitted in writing; see attached.  No other39 

input was received during the meeting.40 

41 

5. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the42 

following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *):43 
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Motion: To approve consent agenda as amended, Moved by Trustee Caro, Seconded by Mayor 1 
Pro Tem Arzabal.      2 

       3 
      Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal placed new business items c, d, and e on the consent agenda.  4 
 5 
      Trustee Garcia questioned attachments of the April 23, 2020 public hearing. 6 
 7 
 Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3).   8 
      Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 9 
      Trustee Garcia   Yes 10 
      Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 11 
 12 

Motion: To pull April 27, 2020 minutes and postpone them to the next board meeting, Moved 13 
by Trustee Johnson-Burick, Seconded by Trustee Garcia.  14 

 15 
Trustee Johnson-Burick pulled April 27, 2020 minutes for a correction to page 12.   16 

       17 
       Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3).   18 
      Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 19 
      Trustee Garcia   Yes 20 
      Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 21 
   22 

a) * BOT Minutes – Minutes of a public hearing held April 23, 2020.  Approved by consent 23 
agenda 24 
 25 

b) * BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Regular Meeting on April 27, 2020.  Postponed until next 26 

board meeting for corrections. 27 

 28 

6. NEW BUSINESS:  29 

a) For consideration: Ordinance 2020-02 – Revising Chapter 18.35 Historic Residential Zone. 30 
– Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 31 

Motion: To approve Ordinance 2020-02 – Revising Chapter 18.35 Historic Residential Zone, Moved     32 
by Trustee Johnson-Burick, No Second; motion failed.    33 

Mayor Barraza presented information regarding the Town’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan from 34 
2017.  Further, she presented Mr. Cervantes’ opinion to the Board of Trustees relating to 35 
grandfathering in. 36 
 37 
Trustee Garcia stated she had not received this information until 5 p.m. when she got home from 38 
work. 39 
 40 
Trustee Caro echoed what Trustee Garcia stated and had gotten the attorney’s information late.  41 
Further, he stated that he would like to wait until COVID is over to have Public Hearing. 42 
 43 
Trustee Arzabal also related concerns with public meetings during this time. 44 
 45 
Trustee Garcia asked Mr. Cervantes if having this presented during these times is against Open 46 
Meetings Act. 47 
 48 
Mr. Cervantes responded that he had not had time to review this and apologized for the Trustees 49 
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getting his opinion late. 1 
 2 
Mayor Barraza stated that the County had a meeting and it was in the paper that they violated the 3 
Governor’s Orders by having so many people in a public meeting.  She did not want to go against 4 
these orders. 5 
 6 
Trustee Johnson-Burick stated that families can still build, this ordinance change does not prohibit 7 
them from building.  She was elected to help Mesilla maintain its historical integrity and she plans to 8 
continue to do so. 9 

      10 
b) Resolution 2020-10: A resolution repealing all resolutions regarding a moratorium ceasing 11 

all construction of new building in the HR Zone. – Nora L. Barraza, Mayor. 12 

Motion: To approve Resolution 2020-10: A resolution repealing all resolutions regarding a 13 
moratorium ceasing all construction of new building in the HR Zone, Moved by Trustee Garcia, No 14 
Second; motion failed.    15 

 16 

c) For consideration: awarding RFP 2020-05; a construction contract to the low bidder for CN 17 
LC00320 La Llorona Trail Extension Project. – Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director. 18 

Approved by consent agenda 19 

d) For consideration: awarding RFP 2020-04; a contract to serve as On-Call Engineer for the 20 
Town of Mesilla. – Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director.  Approved by consent 21 
agenda  22 

e) For consideration: awarding RFQ 2020-01; a contract to design/construct the Town of Mesilla 23 
Plaza Lighting Replacement Capital Outlay project. – Rod McGillivray, Public Works 24 
Director.  Capital Outlay Frozen    25 

f) For consideration: amending the Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness 26 
Commission and/or Board of Trustee meeting times during this pandemic crisis.  – Nora L. 27 
Barraza, Mayor. 28 

Mayor Barraza stated the requested amendment is only for the Planning, Zoning and Historical 29 
Appropriateness Commission meetings.  The recommended times are 10:30 a.m. or 2:30 p.m.   30 

A resolution will be brought forth at the next Board of Trustee Meeting to approve the change.          31 

7. *STAFF REPORTS: 32 

Community Development 33 
Community Programs 34 
Finance Department 35 
Fire Department 36 
Marshal’s Department 37 
Public Works Department 38 
 39 

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 40 

Trustee Johnson-Burick stated there will be an MPO meeting soon, working on it virtually with 41 
Andrew Wray.   42 
 43 

 44 
9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 45 

Trustee Johnson-Burick stated she feels for people not being able to build at this time.  She 46 
reiterated that she was elected to help preserve Mesilla and will not be responsible for allowing 47 
another property to go up like the ones near the Geck’s.   48 

7
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 1 
Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal stated this does not mean it is dead it will depend on Government orders.  2 
Two trustees did not get it until 5:00 p.m.  3 
 4 
Mayor Barraza responded two trustees will be needed to bring it back with revised ordinance if they 5 
want for a vote.  Staff will not be putting in any more time on this ordinance.  Staff spend so much 6 
time on this for the Board not to vote.  Submit in writing if Trustees want to bring it back.  In 7 
addition, a Re-opening Plan was to submit to Gov office.   Mayor Barraza plans on bringing back the 8 
Architectural styles committee.   9 
 10 

10. ADJOURNMENT 11 

The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-                        
4) 

 
      MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:35 P.M. 
 
      APPROVED THIS 26th DAY OF MAY 2020. 

 
 
 
                ___________________________________________ 
     Nora L. Barraza 
     Mayor 
 
 

     ATTEST: 
 
 

    ___________________________________________ 
    Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
    Town Clerk/Treasurer 
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Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez

From: Biviana Cadena <bivianasnt@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 8:27 AM
To: cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov
Subject: Ordinance 2020-02

Dear Trustees, 
 
As a land owner and citizen of Mesilla; I am asking that you Table Ordinance 2020‐02 until there is an opportunity for 
more research and Public Input. A change like this is not warranted at this time, without more information. It seems 
rushed. 
 
Thank you for your consideration,  
 
Biviana M. Cadena 
2087 Stithes Rd. 
Mesilla, NM  88046 
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Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez

From: Susan krueger <skrueger575@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 2:32 PM
To: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez
Cc: Susan krueger
Subject: BOT meeting 5/11/2020 

 
Good afternoon Cynthia, 
 
Regarding New Business, 6. e) Plaza lighting replacement capital outlay project. 
Will this project comply with MTC Chapter 18.50  "Outdoor Lighting"?    
Initially, Plaza lighting was grandfathered in; however, now the grandfathering period has expired.  Plus, it 
appears that the Plaza lighting fixtures will be replaced, so it's a perfect opportunity to have the Plaza come 
into compliance with the purpose stated at 18.50.020, and to set an example for the Townspeople as well as 
save the night sky.   
 
 Thanks,  Susan        

10
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Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez

From: Maryhelen Ratje <maryhelen.ratje@jpaultayloracademy.org>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 4:09 PM
To: cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov
Subject: Public Input for tonight's meeting

Under New Business a) I am requesting that you please take Ordinance 2020-02 off the agenda's new business and wait 
until we can meet in person to discuss. I believe discussion is needed and input from residents is vital, but with the 
current stay at home orders it is limiting fairness with something that is as important as this issue. 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Helen Ratje 
2231 Calle de Santiago 
 
--  
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Joni Marie Gutierrez & Lowell B. Catlett 
2350 Calle de Parian 
Mesilla, NM 88046 
 
May 7, 2020 
Mayor Nora L. Barraza 
P.O. Box 10 
2231 Avenida de Mesilla 
Mesilla, NM 88046 

Dear Mayor Barraza & Trustees: 

After several hours of thinking about Mesilla’s Proposed Ordinance 2020-20, we are urging you to make 
some adjustments before passing this Ordinance. 

We believe that the Ordinance has taken on an approach that does not actually fall within the original plan 
of Historic Mesilla and could be damaging to the image of Mesilla in the future. 
Our concerns are more specifically Item 18.25.0470, A, B & D. 
A. Each lot developed in H-R Zone shall have a minimum 80 feet of frontage & a minimum of 8000 sf of 
area.  
B. Population Density……. Each Lot or parcel shall have sufficient area to provide 48,000 sf of area for 
each family unit…… 
The maximum number of dwellings allowed on any property shall be two providing density & parking 
requirements are met….. A maximum of 40% impervious & 60% pervious shall be required… 
D. Yards for all new buildings, front, side & rear yard must be at least seven feet.  

Regarding Item A. 

According to The Historical Buildings Survey of the Greater Las Cruces Area , published in 1982. 
“La Mesilla; the first buildings erected in Mesilla were jacales centered around the plaza for defense 
against the Apache…..   
….Between the mid 1850’s through the 1870’s district neighborhoods took shape.  Businesses centered 
around the plaza and streets leading into it.  Surrounding this nucleus of the town were blocks of 

continuous adobe residences which fronted the street line and usually had patios and corrals in back 

enclosed by high walls.  Residences also clustered the Acequia Madre and Contracequia, the life providing 
irrigation ditches”.   
Mesilla was built by planners that followed traditional Spanish town layouts.   
Possible Solutions A:  

 Follow the historic building models that made Mesilla a quant community by allowing houses to be 
built close to the street and have walled Patios as entryways.   

 Consider allowing homeowners to design their lots so that cars are parked in the back as was done in 
historic Mesilla.   

 Allow for Owners to be creative, new trends are happening every day in the housing market, Tiny 
Homes, Smaller block sizes, Walkable urban places, Smart Homes. 
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Regarding Item B. 

Traditionally in Mesilla, families used to buy one large lot for their entire family.  As members got older 
and started their own families, they would simply build another house on their parent’s lot or divide the 
large house into multi homes.  
In the past multi residential lot owners have had the resources to develop them. However many may not 
have the money at this time. 
With the adoption of this Ordinance, you are discriminating against those older families/property owners 
that may have a dream of one day building a home on their lot for their children or older relative as well as 
dividing their home for the same reason.  
I am hoping that 48,000 sf is a typo & you meant 8,000 sf.  As it is written it contradicts with Item A.  In 
addition, 48,000 sf is 1.1 Acre. Imagine if the founders of Mesilla followed this rule, we would have no 
plaza and none of yours or my house would be built.   
Why is a maximum of 40% impervious & 60% pervious required?  
If the reason is that Mesilla is trying to be a more Green Community or retain surface water than require 
Trees for shade & Plants to provide wildlife habitat & absorb water. 

Possible Solutions B:  

 Follow the historic building model that made Mesilla a quant community by continuing to allow 
multifamily lots. 

 If you must adopt…..Allow current property owners to build multi homes on their lots. If the 
property is sold after a specified date at that time new property owner will need to appeal to Town 
of Mesilla.  

Finally Regarding Item D. 
The requirement of a setback & frontage is straight out of 1920’s Suburban Subdivision Development 
Standards.  
Why is 7’ required on all sides?  As long as safety & possibly utilities can be accessed from 1 or maybe 
even 2 sides 7’ on all sides in not necessary. Again look to your Historic Mesilla Model.   
Zoning –and laws pertaining to site development, such as setbacks have been criticized recently by urban 
planners (most notably Jane Jacobs) for the role that these laws have played in producing urban sprawl and 
automobile-dependent cities. 

Possible Solutions D:  

 Allow flexibility on setbacks. Focus on the goal of access for safety reasons.  
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We hope that you will find that what you are accomplishing if this Ordinance is adopted is exactly what 
you do not want Mesilla to become, that is a typical suburban community.  Try to visualize Mesilla if you 
adopt this Ordinance.  I believe it will be large lots (if you do mean 48,000 SF), very suburban with 
driveways & garages as the focal point. 
Please remember, Zoning Laws & Design Standards are adopted for the health, safety and general welfare 
of the public. 
If you have any questions we can be reached at 575 496-2474 or email. 
We appreciate your time in considering these observations. 
 
As Always, 

Joni Marie Gutierrez & Lowell B Catlett 

Joni Marie Gutierrez & Lowell B. Catlett   
 

C: Trustee Stephanie Johnson-Burick 
    Trustee Veronica S. Garcia 
    Trustee Carlos Arzabal 
    Trustee Jesus Caro 
    Attorney Joseph Cervantez 
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Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez

From: Micaela Cadena <micaela.cadena@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 5:09 PM
To: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez; cc: Nora L. Barraza; Stephanie Johnson-Burick; 

veronicag@mesillanm.gov; lucasa@mesillanm.gov; jesusc@mesillanm.gov; 
Joseph@cervanteslawnm.com

Subject: Fwd: Public comment
Attachments: Mesilla_ Final.jpg; Mesilla_ Final Page 2.jpg

Dear Mayor and Trustees‐ 
 
I ask that you vote down the proposed revisions to the Historical Residential Zone on your agenda for tonight's meeting.  
 
There is a way to get this right, please let's take the time needed to make that happen. 
 
Best, 
Micaela 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Micaela Cadena <micaela.cadena@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, May 11, 2020 at 5:00 PM 
Subject: Public comment 
To: Cynthia Stoehner‐Hernandez <cynthias‐h@mesillanm.gov> 
 

Honorable Mayor and Board of Trustees‐ 
 
I write again with concerns related to the revision of Chapter 18.35 Historical Residential Zone.  
 
1) The Mayor continues to move forward these revisions during a public health emergency when impacted property 
owners have not had a real in‐person mechanism to engage in this process. Additionally, you would be eliminating rights 
that have been on these properties since Mesilla's first comprehensive plan in the 1970s, and should you pass these 
revisions you would be eliminating millions of dollars of property rights and property value from our families. This is not 
a time‐sensitive issue, and this should be addressed with real public meetings on the other side of this crisis.  
 
2) To date, the Town has still not communicated with property owners to let them know that there may be revisions 
made to zoning ordinances that will significantly diminish their property rights.  
 
3) While the Mayor has continued to repeat that efforts to amend this ordinance have been going on since November of 
last year, upon detailed review of minutes (all BOT meetings, work sessions and public hearings since October 2019) 
there was not a single documented notice, mention or discussion about of changing zoning density standards and/or 
eliminating the currently held development rights of property owners prior to sharing the draft amendments to this 
ordinance with the public on March 9th. According to the approved and published minutes, the discussions related to 
eliminating development rights simply did not happen.  
 
 
Please see additional attachments for statement I have shared publicly. 
 
Micaela Lara Cadena 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
BUILDING PERMIT 061026 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 5/18/20] 

Item: 
Case 061026 – 2149 Calle de Los Huertos, submitted by Martin Serna for Gabriel Quintana; request for a zoning permit to 
allow the construction of stucco wall around a courtyard at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

This case was originally supposed to heard at the April 6, 2020 PZHAC Meeting, but it was determined by the Mayor 
that the proposed work would be affected by the current moratorium on building in the HR zone and therefore was 
removed from the agenda. It is now being heard at this meeting as a result of a determination that walls and fences 
are not affected by the intent of the resolution prohibiting new construction in the HR zone.  

Staff Analysis: 
The applicant has extensively landscaped the property at this address. Now the applicant would like to install a three to four 
foot high stucco wall around a portion of the landscaped area. The wall will run along part of the front (west) property line 
and along part of the side (north) property line for a total of 104 feet and will be stuccoed to match the existing dwelling. 
There will be two openings for gates about four feet wide. These openings will have arches that go over the gates. This 
project will complete the landscaping of the property.  

Estimated Cost: @ $10,500.00 

Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the wall when finished, will be consistent with the other properties in the HR zoning 
district.  Additionally, the request appears to meet all other development and application requirements of the Code.  

The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with all other sections of the Building 
and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 

Findings: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request.
• The proposed work consists of constructing a wall around part of a residential property at this address.
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed wall will meet all applicable Code requirements.

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC agreed with the determination that walls and fences are not affected by the intent of the resolution 
prohibiting new construction in the HR zone and that the proposed wall will be consistent with the Code, 
and voted 5 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.
2. Approve the application with conditions.
3. Reject the application.

BOT ACTION: 
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PHOTOS OF PROPERTY FROM CALLE DE LOS HUERTOS 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMITS 061033 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 5/18/20] 

Items: 
Case 061033 – 2230 Calle del Sur, submitted by Stephen Cadena; a request to for a zoning permit to construct a rock wall 
and a stucco wall on a property at this address.  Zoned: Historic Residential (HR)  

This case was originally supposed to heard at the April 6, 2020 PZHAC Meeting, but it was determined by the Mayor 
that the proposed work would be affected by the current moratorium on building in the HR zone and therefore was 
removed from the agenda. It is now being heard at this meeting as a result of a determination that walls and fences 
are not affected by the intent of the resolution prohibiting new construction in the HR zone.  

Staff Analysis: 
The applicant would like to build a 5 foot 6 inch high rock wall along the southern property line. This rock wall will be 
similar in style and color to other rock walls constructed on property lines in the area. In addition to the rock wall, the 
applicant plans to construct a 10 inch wide by 5 foot 6 inch high stuccoed wall at the southwest corner of the property and 
along the east side of the dwelling in order to provide privacy for the dwelling (see attached site plan for the locations of 
the walls).  

Estimated Cost:  $2000.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the walls will be consistent with Chapters 18.33 (Historic Preservation) and 18.35 
(HR-Residential Cultural Historic zone) of the Code. 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of the following

actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or removal. All work or acts of
new construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with
the design criteria established by the precedent styles within the development zone of the proposed work.

18.35.030 Exterior appearance. 
An application for a permit which would authorize construction, modification, moving or destruction which would 
affect the exterior appearance of any structure, sign, or other improvement affecting use or function must first be 
approved by the commission. [Ord. 94-06 § 1; prior code § 11-2-11.4.C] 

The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed walls will be consistent with other walls in the Town. The PZHAC 
will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the Building and 
Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 

Findings: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request.
• The proposed work consists of constructing a rock wall on a property line and a stucco privacy wall on a property at this
address.
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed walls meet all applicable Code requirements.

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC voted 5 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL w/Condition of the submittal of right-of-entry agreement.  
Further this does not include a gate because it was not included as part of the application.

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.
2. Approve the application with conditions.
3. Reject the application.

BOT ACTION: 24
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PHOTOS OF PROPERTY FROM CALLE DEL SUR 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMITS 061044 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 5/18/20] 

Items: 
Case 061044 – 2545 Calle Santa Ana, submitted by Oscar Freitze; a request for a zoning permit to install a fence 
along the west edge of a pecan grove at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential HR) 

This case is being heard at this meeting as a result of a determination by the Mayor that walls and fences are not 
affected by the intent of the resolution prohibiting new construction in the HR zone.  

Staff Analysis: 
The applicant would like to install a five foot high agricultural type fence along the west property line of a property 
containing a small pecan orchard in order to delineate which trees are on his property. The property line runs 
through the pecan grove with a jog in the line between rows of trees (see attached aerial diagram showing the 
property line). The fence will consist of wire or sheep fence on metal uprights and will not affect the overall 
appearance of the property.  

Estimated Cost:  $1500.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the fence will be consistent with Chapters 18.33 (Historic Preservation) 
and 18.35 (HR-Residential Cultural Historic zone) of the Code. 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of

the following actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or
removal. All work or acts of new construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate
of appropriateness shall comply with the design criteria established by the precedent styles within the
development zone of the proposed work.

18.35.030 Exterior appearance. 
An application for a permit which would authorize construction, modification, moving or destruction 
which would affect the exterior appearance of any structure, sign, or other improvement affecting use or 
function must first be approved by the commission. [Ord. 94-06 § 1; prior code § 11-2-11.4.C] 

The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed fence will be consistent with other fences in the Town. The PZHAC 
will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with all other sections of the Building and Zoning 
Codes that may be applied to this project. 

Findings: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request.
• The proposed work consists of installing an agricultural fence along a property line in a pecan grove at this address.
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed renovation meets all applicable Code requirements.

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC voted 5-0 for APPROVAL w/Condition of submittal of right-of-entry agreement.  There was a 
question as to whether or not this would create a summary subdivision, however, with the right-of-entry 
agreement this would eliminate that.

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.
2. Approve the application with conditions.
3. Reject the application.

BOT ACTION: 31
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PHOTOS OF PROPERTY FROM CALLE DEL SUR 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMITS 061047 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 5/18/20] 

Items: 
Case 061047 – Calle Tercera, submitted by Frankie Torres, a request for a zoning permit to allow a rock wall to 
be constructed on the property lines of a residential property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

This case is being heard at this meeting as a result of a determination by the Mayor that walls and fences are not 
affected by the intent of the resolution prohibiting new construction in the HR zone.  

Staff Analysis: 
The applicant would like to build a six foot high rock wall along the eastern (rear) as a continuation of a rock wall 
that is being built on a neighboring property to the east. This will be built by the same contractor that is building 
the wall for the neighbor and will be identical to that wall. Additionally, the applicant would like to have the same 
contractor build a similar five foot high wall across the front of the property. (The wall will need to meet clear-
sight-triangle requirements at any driveways from the property to the street.)   

The applicant originally started construction of the wall without first obtaining a zoning permit from the Town 
but was stopped and informed that a permit would be necessary. The applicant was also informed that the 
proposed walls would need to be reviewed by the PZHAC, with final approval by the BOT. A penalty fee was 
subsequently applied to the permit fee.  

Estimated Cost:  $8075.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the walls will be consistent with Chapters 18.33 (Historic Preservation), 
18.35 (HR-Residential Cultural Historic zone), and 18.60 (Wall, fence, or hedge) of the Code. 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of

the following actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or
removal. All work or acts of new construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate
of appropriateness shall comply with the design criteria established by the precedent styles within the
development zone of the proposed work.

18.35.030 Exterior appearance. 
An application for a permit which would authorize construction, modification, moving or destruction 
which would affect the exterior appearance of any structure, sign, or other improvement affecting use or 
function must first be approved by the commission. [Ord. 94-06 § 1; prior code § 11-2-11.4.C] 

18.60.340 Wall, fence, or hedge. 
A. Height (see illustration in Appendix A).

1. A six-foot maximum height above ground surface level shall be permitted on any part of the
required setbacks of front yards or side yards abutting a street in H-R and H-C zones; provided,
such wall, fence or hedge is in accord with subsections (D) and (G) of this section.

The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed walls will be consistent with other walls in the Town. The PZHAC 
will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with all other sections of the Building and Zoning 
Codes that may be applied to this project. 

46



Findings that need to be made: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request.
• The proposed work consists of constructing rock walls on front and rear property lines at this address.
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed walls meet all applicable Code requirements.

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC voted 5 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL w/Condition of submittal of right-of-entry agreement for 
all sides and only approving the 6 ft wall in the back and not the sides of the property until documentation is 
given for clear-sight-triangle in the driveways of the properties.  Much discussion was had on clear-sight-
triangle and how to meet that within the driveways as it is a middle lot and it was determined that more 
information is needed.  

BOT OPTIONS: 

1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.
2. Approve the application with conditions.
3. Reject the application.

BOT ACTION: 
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PHOTO OF FRONT OF PROPERTY FROM CALLE TERCERA 

 
 

PHOTO OF REAR OF PROPERTY FROM CALLE SEGUNDA 
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TOWN OF MESILLA 
BOARD ACTION FORM 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM: 
i. FOR APPROVAL: THE HIRING OF THREE (3) TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

FOR THE SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM.

BACKGROUND: 
The Recreation Supervisors will oversee approximately 15 children ages 6-to-12 as part 
of the Town of Mesilla Summer Rec Program.  This year we would like to hold two 3-
week programs June 15-July 3, 2020 and July 6 - July 24, 2020.  As per the Governors 
Health Order the ratio of staff to child will be at 1:5.  By separating into two groups we 
can attempt to accommodate more children at the Mesilla Community Center. All three 
Recreation Supervisors will be responsible for planning and implementing various 
activities for the participants. The Recreation Supervisor (Lead) will also serve as the 
on-site supervisor and decision-maker.

I submit the following for approval:  Gloria Garza to serve as the Recreation Lead 
Supervisor, and Melissa Padilla and Emily Arellano as Recreation supervisors.  They 
were interviewed on Friday, May 22nd.

BOT ACTION: 

Approve 
Approve with changes 
Deny 

Event Coordinator Email: dorothys@mesillanm.gov Reviewed by: Dorothy Sellers 
Meeting Date: 5/22/20



DRAFT

 

PO BOX 10, MESILLA, NM 88046 PH: (575) 524-3262 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 

 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 5 
TOWN OF MESILLA 6 

REGULAR MEETING 7 
MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2020 8 

6:00 P.M. 9 
VIA TELECONFERENCE 1-346-248-7799 10 

 11 
 12 
TRUSTEES:  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 13 

   Carlos Arzabal, Mayor Pro Tem 14 

   Jesus Caro, Trustee  15 

   Veronica Garcia, Trustee  16 

   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Trustee 17 

 18 

STAFF:  Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 19 

   Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief 20 

   Eddie Lerma, Marshal 21 

   Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 22 

   Dorothy Sellers, Special Events Coordinator 23 

   Larry Shannon, Community Development Coordinator 24 

   Gloria Maya, Recorder 25 

 26 

 27 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 28 

   Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal led the Pledge of Allegiance. 29 
 30 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 31 

   Roll Call. 32 

   Present: Mayor Barraza, Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Trustee Caro, Trustee Garcia, Trustee Johnson-33 
Burick.   34 

 35 
Mayor Barraza held a Moment of Silence for Ms. Dolores Gallegos, Mr. Dan Lowry, and Ms. Diane 36 
Rogers.    37 

 38 
 39 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 40 
   Mayor Barraza moved item 7b down and move items 7c, d and e up on the agenda.     41 
 42 

Motion: To approve agenda as amended, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee        43 
Garcia.     44 

 45 
  Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 46 
   Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 47 
   Trustee Caro   Yes 48 
   Trustee Garcia   Yes 49 
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DRAFT

 

PO BOX 10, MESILLA, NM 88046 PH: (575) 524-3262 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA 

   Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 1 
 2 

 3 
4. PROCLAMATIONS 4 

a) A proclamation recognizing 9-1-1 Telecommunicators and call takers as first responders. – 5 
Mr. Albert Flores, Deputy Director, MVRDA/ Nora L. Barraza, Mayor. 6 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez read proclamation recognizing 9-1-1 Telecommunicators and call takers for 7 
first responders.    8 
 9 
Fire Chief Hoban stated this recognition is important not only for the work they do but it will make 10 
them eligible for benefits which they currently do not have.   He asked for the town’s support during the 11 
legislative session.   12 
 13 

5. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 14 
 15 
   Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez read correspondence submitted; see attached. 16 
 17 

Mr. Geck stated his concerns of allowing new rental property construction and the demolition of old 18 
structures to build new structures which he feels is hurting the ambience of Mesilla.  The Board of 19 
Trustees should not allow this to continue.   20 

   21 
6. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one motion the 22 

following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is marked with an asterisk *): 23 
Motion: To approve consent agenda, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee 24 
Garcia.     25 

 26 
  Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 27 
   Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 28 
   Trustee Caro   Yes 29 
   Trustee Garcia   Yes 30 
   Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 31 
 32 

a) * BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Regular Meeting on April 13, 2020.   Approved by consent 33 
agenda 34 

*Sign Permits: 35 

b) *PZHAC Case 061023– 2488 Calle de Guadalupe, submitted by Joseph Foster for 36 
“Psychology Consulting Options”; a request for a sign permit for a therapist practice at this 37 
address. Zoned: Historical Commercial (HC).   Approved by consent agenda 38 

c) *PZHAC Case 060125 – 2601-3 Calle de Santiago, submitted by Kerry Carman for “Co-39 
Lab Artisan’s Loft”; a request to install a hanging sign at this address. Zoned: Historic 40 
Commercial (HC).  Approved by consent agenda 41 
 42 

7. NEW BUSINESS:  43 
a) First Reading: ORDINANCE 2020-02 Revising Chapter 18.35 Historic Residential Zone. – 44 

Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 45 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez noted some changes/deletions to draft. She stated the ordinance is posted on the 46 
town’s website; www.mesillanm.gov.      47 

 48 

Mayor Barraza confirmed the trustees have an opportunity to review the current draft; trustees responded 49 
yes.  50 

 51 
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Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal recommended adding a grandfather clause in the ordinance and having it 1 
reviewed by an attorney, who does not have history with the town, to insure the legality of the clause.    2 

 3 

Mayor Barraza stated Mr. Randy VanFleck, New Mexico Municipal League attorney, there cannot be a 4 
grandfather clause.  The town has no way of knowing when property is being sold and to whom it is 5 
being sold to.  Mr. VanFleck will submit his response in writing which she will share with the trustees.   6 

 7 

Trustee Caro stated Mr. VanFleck does not have the expertise in real estate that Mr. Cervantes has.   8 

 9 

Trustee Johnson-Burick stated records are available through the county that can be referenced.  The town 10 
cannot discriminate if a parcel is rental property.  We have the ability and the due diligence to honor 11 
what our forefathers created and founded.  We owe it to families that want to keep their properties.    12 

 13 

     Trustee Garcia asked if Mr. VanFleck explained why there could not be a grandfather clause.  She         14 
agrees with Trustee Johnson-Burick.   15 

 16 

Mayor Barraza responded the only way we know if a property has been sold is if an applicant comes               17 
in for a permit and indicates that the property was purchased. 18 

 19 

Trustee Garcia recommended revising the Building Permit Application to include area for previous 20 
owner.    21 

  22 

Mayor Barraza responded the buyer will purchase property with certain intentions and not be aware 23 
there are limitations as to what they can do.  24 

 25 

Trustee Garcia stated new owners will have to abide by the new ordinance; grandfather clause would 26 
not be applicable.            27 

 28 

     Mayor Barraza recommends waiting for the attorney recommendations.   29 

 30 

Trustee Johnson-Burick recommended having the ordinance read 2 multi-family units in order to       31 
avoid what happened near Mr. Geck’s.  She recommended having the required square footage at 6,000 32 
on property that has been in the family for years.   33 

 34 

Mayor Barraza responded we cannot discriminate against property owners but can limit the number of 35 
units. The square footage for multi-family lots, as they are now called, was changed to the same 36 
requirements for building a home; 8,000 square feet.   37 

 38 

Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal stated the board got legal interpretation regarding Mr. Kane’s application for 39 
multi-family units before voting.    40 

 41 

Mayor Barraza stated the board has the option to give direction which was not done in Mr. Kane’s case.  42 
She will contact Mr. Cervantes for a response regarding this and will share the information with the 43 
board. There are 2 applicants that have been waiting 6 months and it is costing them money; would it be 44 
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possible to allow them to proceed if they are meeting the requirements of the new ordinance 1 
recommendations.  She also does not want to open the door for anybody else until the moratorium is 2 
lifted.   3 

 4 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez responded since the new ordinance has not been put in place they would need 5 
to abide by the old ordinance; this would be a legal question for the attorney.  6 

    7 

Mayor Barraza stated she will ask Mr. Cervantes for guidance as well.  The board needs to move forward 8 
on passing this ordinance.     9 

                 10 

****Motion: To enter Closed Session pursuant to NMSA 1978 Chapter 10-15-1(H)(2): discussion 11 
limited to personnel matters in the Marshal’s Department and Planning, Zoning, and Historical 12 
Appropriateness Commission where no action will be taken, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, 13 
Seconded by Trustee Garcia.   14 

 15 
   Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 16 
     Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 17 
     Trustee Caro   Yes 18 
     Trustee Garcia   Yes 19 
     Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 20 

  21 
     Entered Closed Session at 7:20 p.m. 22 
 23 

****Motion: To enter Regular Meeting after discussion limited to personnel matters in the Marshal’s                24 
Department and Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness Commission pursuant to NMSA 25 
1978 Chapter 10-15-1(H)(2); no action taken, Moved by Trustee Johnson-Burick, Seconded by 26 
Trustee Garcia. 27 

 28 
     Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 29 
     Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 30 
     Trustee Caro   Yes 31 
     Trustee Garcia   Yes 32 
     Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 33 

    34 
     Entered Regular Meeting at 7:52 p.m. 35 
 36 

b) Discussion regarding COVID-19 and budget process for FY 2020. – Nora L. Barraza, 37 
Mayor. 38 

Mayor Barraza reported the budget process has started and will be brought forth at the first meeting in 39 
May.  The FY 2020-21 budget will be the same as FY 2019-20; the only increase will be to the fringe 40 
benefits line item.  The town has met what was project for GRT for this fiscal year.  There will be some 41 
short months before we can get on our feet for next fiscal year.  Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez will keep the 42 
board informed.  Mayor Barraza reviewed the COVID-19 current statistics in New Mexico.  The Town 43 
of Mesilla currently does not have any cases; residents should be commended.  She would like to know 44 
how many have recovered in Dona Ana County.  She will be doing research on municipal parks on when 45 
they can be open as residents are asking.   46 

 47 

Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal recommended there be certain restrictions when the parks are reopened.   48 

 49 
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Trustee Garcia stated she has seen quite a few people on the plaza. 1 

 2 

Mayor Barraza responded she has not seen mass gatherings.  The deputies have been doing a great job 3 
to insure there are not mass gatherings around the town.  She feels comfortable having the plaza open if 4 
people are continuing to do social distancing.  5 

 6 

Trustee Garcia asked if we are doing the stay at home and does that include the town hall staff. 7 

 8 

Mayor Barraza responded Governor Lujan-Grisham has imposed Stay-At-Home until May 15th.  Town 9 
Hall is still closed to the public.  She had all staff return to regular work hours.  Everyone is to stay in 10 
their office with the door closed, wear their mask and no social gatherings.   11 

 12 

Trustee Garcia asked why can staff not stay home. 13 

 14 

Mayor Barraza responded the anti-donation clause is a concern when we pay employees to stay at home 15 
and not work.   16 

 17 

Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal asked for clarification on anti-donation clause. 18 

 19 

Mayor Barraza responded we are paying employees to work when they are not working. 20 

 21 

Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal stated the state offices are closed; people are working from home. Why are we 22 
putting people in danger? 23 

 24 

Mayor Barraza responded there is some staff that cannot or does not have the equipment to work from 25 
home; gave receptionist and maintenance as an example. 26 

 27 

Trustee Garcia asked if she was split schedule.   28 

 29 

Mayor Barraza responded they were on rotation.  There are 5 people at the office right now.   30 

 31 

Trustee Johnson-Burick stated people are adhering to social distancing at the plaza.    32 

 33 

Mayor Barraza stated municipalities are being asked to come up with a plan on how they will be opening   34 
businesses as restrictions are lifted.   These plans are to be submitted to the New Mexico Municipal 35 
League who then will forward them to Governor Lujan Grisham for review the opening of the business 36 
implementation.  She reviewed her recommendation for members of a Task Force.    37 

 38 

Trustee Garcia recommended Ms. McGinley who has several businesses in the town.  She is a big part 39 
of Experience Mesilla along with Mr. Hernandez from Salud.       40 

 41 

Mayor Barraza responded she was looking at having representation, 1 or 2, from each area; difficult to 42 
make decisions when there are too many people.   43 
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 1 

Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal recommended Mr. Blevins.  Sometimes too many different personalities can 2 
make it difficult to make decisions.   3 

 4 

Mayor Barraza responded she did get some plaza business owners.   5 

 6 

Trustee Johnson-Burick recommended Julienne.   7 

 8 

Mayor Barraza stated the task force will need to be opened minded.   9 

 10 

Trustee Johnson-Burick agreed Ms. McGinley and Mr. Shaefer should be part of the task force.  11 
Recommended looking at how the City of Las Cruces is planning to reopen up the businesses.     12 

 13 

Mayor Barraza stated Governor Lujan Grisham is interested to see how each municipality is planning to 14 
open businesses according to the needs of the area.   15 

 16 

 Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal stated he feels the task force mix is a good one.   17 

  18 

c) For consideration: the appointment of a Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness 19 
Commissioner to serve a two-year term. – Nora L. Barraza, Mayor. 20 

Mayor Barraza recommended Mr. Davie Salas to serve a two-year term on the Planning, Zoning and 21 
Historical Appropriateness.   22 

 23 

Motion:  To approve the appointment of a Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness    24 
Commission to serve a two-year term, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee 25 
Garcia.   26 

     27 

   Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3; No=1). 28 
     Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 29 
     Trustee Caro   No 30 
     Trustee Garcia   Yes 31 
     Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 32 
 33 

d) For consideration: the hiring of a deputy marshal. – Edward Lerma, Marshal/ Nora L. 34 
Barraza, Mayor. 35 

      Mayor Barraza recommended Mr. Gilbert Garcia for deputy marshal.   36 

 37 

Motion:  To approve the hiring of a deputy marshal, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Seconded     38 
by Trustee Garcia.   39 

     40 

   Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3; No=1). 41 
     Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 42 
      Trustee Caro   No 43 
      Trustee Garcia   Yes 44 
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      Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 1 
 2 

Mayor Barraza indicated the position will be offered to Mr. Garcia upon receipt of his background 3 
check.   4 

  5 
e) For consideration: an agreement with Dona Ana County to allow them to serve as fiscal agent 6 

for Emergency Management funding. – Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 7 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez stated agreement with Dona Ana County to serve as the fiscal agent for 8 
Emergency Management funding is for $10k with a 25% match per agreement.  The town does not 9 
anticipate using the total amount of the agreement.  The county will not be charging an administration 10 
fee.   11 

  12 

Motion:  To approve an agreement with Dona Ana County to allow them to serve as fiscal agent for 13 
Emergency Management Funding, Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Caro.   14 

     15 

      Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 16 
        Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal   Yes 17 
        Trustee Caro   Yes 18 
        Trustee Garcia   Yes 19 
        Trustee Johnson-Burick   Yes 20 
           21 

f) For consideration: establishing a Taskforce to assist in developing a plan for the re-opening 22 
businesses after the executive order is lifted. – Nora L. Barraza, Mayor. 23 

 24 

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 25 
 26 
9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS  27 

       Trustee Johnson-Burick reiterated she would like to see Ms. McGinley on the Task Force.   28 
 29 

Mayor Pro Tem Arzabal reiterated that with regards to Mr. Geck’s concerns, the board sought legal 30 
opinion before voting.   31 

 32 
Mayor Barraza thanked and congratulated Sergeant Shepan, who will be retiring on April 30th, for his 33 
dedication and commitment he provided to the Town of Mesilla.   Thanked everyone for their 34 
commitment; we will get through this.  35 
 36 
Mr. McGillivray stated Caliber Construction which came in 10% below our estimate for the trail.   37 
 38 

       39 
10. ADJOURNMENT 40 

      The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-3) 
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    MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:30 P.M. 
 
     APPROVED THIS 26th DAY OF MAY, 2020. 

 
 
 
                ___________________________________________ 
     Nora L. Barraza 
     Mayor 
 
 

    ATTEST: 
 
 

   ______________________________________ 
   Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
   Town Clerk/Treasurer 
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Two items of Public Input from Susan Krueger for the BOT meeting on 4/27/2020: 

6. Consent Agenda (b):  PZHAC Case 061023.   
This request for a sign permit that will list multiple therapists with offices in the building at 2488 Calle de 
Guadalupe appears to be a significant change in the business license which was originally issued for one 
therapist at this location.   
Should P&Z review the business license for compliance with parking, etc?  
 
7.  New Business (a): First Reading Ordinance 2020-02.    
Regarding height of walls, fences or hedges in front and side yard setbacks in the HR zone: please lower 
this  height requirement from 6  feet to 4 feet to match the height requirements in the R-1, RF and RA 
zones as spelled out in Section 18.60.340 A.2. (MTC).   This section also permits a maximum six foot 
height when the wall includes openwork fencing which is when 40 % of the area is transparent within 
each six-foot width of fence.   An example of how this can work is the fencing (recently approved) at 
2685 Calle de Parian (HR zone) directly across the street from the Public Safety Building.     
If architectural styles are important to preserving the history and character of the Town of Mesilla, then 
let the Town do all it can to assure their visibility.              
 
Thanks,  Susan 
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Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez

From: Micaela Cadena <micaela.cadena@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 5:04 PM
To: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez; cc: Nora L. Barraza; Stephanie Johnson-Burick; 

veronicag@mesillanm.gov; lucasa@mesillanm.gov; jesusc@mesillanm.gov
Subject: Fwd: Public Comment

Honorable Mesilla Mayor and Trustees- 
 
My apologies, I sent email to Cynthia by 5 but didn't include you all on the email.  
 
Please see below.  
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Micaela Cadena <micaela.cadena@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 5:00 PM 
Subject: Public Comment 
To: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez <cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov> 
 

Honorable Mesilla Mayor and Trustees- 
 
I am writing again to request that you consider adjusting the proposed amendments to the Historic Residential Zone on 
two fronts: 
 
1) Draft language to existing ordinances so that all new construction will meet new standards related to building height, 
lot line, and lastly, draft language to clarify that apartments or attached multi-family units are not allowed 
 
2) Enact a new section of ordinance that applies only to properties purchased after the moratorium went into effect (like 
the Section C New Construction language you have drafted). Use this section to change development rights, limiting two 
total units for lot and requiring 8,000 square feet per unit.  
 
 Figuring out these two points would allow you to eliminate apartments from the zoning code for any new construction 
AND respect the currently held development rights for Mesilleros and other property owners. ,  
 
The current property owners could still build same number of units as little houses, as long as they were not apartments 
and met new height and lot-line standards. It would also meant that if and when we sold land, those rights would not be 
transferred to new owner. New owner would have to build on new lot standards, limited to two units with 8,000 feet 
each.  
 
Thank you,  
Micaela 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

APPEAL TO THE BOT OF A ZONING DECISION BY THE PZHAC 
CASE 061021 

SUMMARY 
On March 2, 2020, the appellant applied to the PZHAC for a zoning permit to allow the replacement of windows on a small 
dwelling at 1922 Calle de Cura in the Historic Residential zoning district. The windows to be replaced consisted of double- 
hung single pane glass in wood frames that were in badly deteriorated condition. The replacement windows were to be 
double-hung two pane windows in aluminum frames that would have the same appearance and size as the original windows. 
There were a total of six windows to be replaced. 

The dwelling is in the Historical Register for the Town and was considered to be contributing to the architectural style of 
the Town. The dwelling was determined to have been built around 1920. (Information from the Historic Register was 
provided to the PZHAC and is attached along with the info provided to the PZHAC.) 

The PZHAC determined that the wood framing of the windows should remain wood, and that other similar dwellings in the 
Historic zoning district that have had windows replaced have been required to have wood frames instead of metal or vinyl, 
and voted to allow the replacement of the windows provided that the frames be wood. 

The appellant is appealing this decision based on the PZHAC’s requirement that the frames around the panes be wood. 
According to the applicant, the head, jambs, and sill of each window to be replaced are currently wood and will remain in 
place. The only parts to be metal will be the casing holding the glass panes. The overall appearance will remain the same as 
the original windows (see attached letter and photos from appellant). The submittal of the appeal was timely, but due to 
COVID19 was pushed until now by the applicant.

The contractor for the appellant (WindowWorld) has also stated that the frames of the windows will be wood and that only 
the portions of the window holding the glass will be aluminum (see attached letter from the contractor). 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Uphold the decision of the PZHAC to require all wood in the windows.
2. Uphold the decision of the PZHAC to require all wood in the windows with conditions.
3. Overturn the decision of the PZHAC to require all wood in the windows.

BOT ACTION: 

Attachments: 
BOT Action Form with summary of the appeal 
Appeal letters and information from the Appellant and her contractor 
Information provided to the PZHAC on March 20, 2020 
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(From Homeowner and Contractor) 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hwifa7nQvgsP78XgJfgaaGiaW7tS9ItZjc50NvGGf6o/edit 1/7

 

NIA RUCKER 
P.O. BOX 1668 MESILLA, NM 88046  

 
 
Dear Mayor Barraza and Trustees, 
 
Thank you for considering this appeal of the denial of my permit for new windows at 1922 Calle 
de Cura. First off, I would like to apologize for not having followed protocol on securing a permit 
before contracting with a window provider. I have lived in Mesilla for almost nine years, renting a 
casita for seven years then becoming a proud homeowner two years ago. I appreciate our unique 
charm and historical nature of our town. When I purchased my home, I knew that I was 
purchasing an older casita that needed a lot of work. In all other situations including getting the 
electrical system up to code, removing a fence and remodeling the bathroom, I sought out the 
necessary permits before finalizing any services. In this instance, I should have made sure that 
the company had the ability to get the permit, to avoid exactly this situation.  
 
Although the windows may seem like a cosmetic issue, there are serious health, safety and 
welfare concerns with the current windows. Three of the windows are damaged and need 
replacing - the West facing window has several cracks (see attachment below - “West Window”), 
and two panes on the north-facing windows have large cracks (see below North 1,2,3). As far as 
weatherization, there are gaps between the windows that let a lot of dust and insects in during the 
spring and summer months. The current windows are single pane. In winter, heat escapes 
through the drafts and my monthly electric bill quadruples from November to February. The 
windows I would like to install are double paned, airtight, and much more energy efficient.  
 
The current windows are double-hung white wood and the replacement windows that I am 
contemplating are double-hung white aluminum. The head, jamb and sill are all wood and would 
remain in place. The only change would be the window casing. Because my kitchen window is 
aluminum set inside of the wood jamb, I hope it will be acceptable to replace the other windows 
with aluminum. (see below “aluminum”). If the aluminum windows are allowed, they would be 
placed in the existing wood frame. The paint around the windows needs to be redone. My hope 
had been to sand the wood frame and re-paint it white. (see “window jamb”)  
 
I hope this gives you additional information in considering the appeal. I plan to be present at the 
hearing and am willing to answer any additional questions you might have.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Nia Rucker 
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West Window
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North 1 
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North 2 
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North 3 
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Aluminum 
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Window Jamb
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To whom it may concern,   03/09/2020 

 

 Window World of Las Cruces would like to 
appeal case # 061021 Nia Rucker At 1922 Calle De 
Cura. The commission approved window 
Installation under the circumstance, that all wood 
frames stay in tacked on 03/02/2020. After 
reviewing the matter with the lead In-staller I was 
informed that the frames would remain in tacked. 
The only thing that would be removed is the sash 
which holds the glass in place. Thank you for your 
time in this matter.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact the Office at 575-532-
9390 or email us at 
lascruceswindowworld@gmail.com 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

         Amanda Diaz 
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Rucker Nia 

Customer
Acknowledgement

Bill To: Ship To:

Phone: Fax:

Dealer Name:

Quote Date

WINDOW WORLD OF LAS CRUCES                        

12/27/2019

WINDOW WORLD OF LAS CRUCES                        

300 N TELSHOR BLVD SU 100                                                                           

LAS CRUCES, NM  88011

SAME                                              

 

 

 (575) 532-9390

Quote Name: Project Name:
Rucker Nia  

850340    

Date Ordered

Quote Not Ordered

Order Notes:
 

Delivery Notes:

Sales Person:

 19 - MARCO SAUCEDO

 1

Qty

1

Line Item # Width   x   Height         Description

24.25" X 53.25"

3A01-New 4000 Series Double Hung 24 1/4 x 53 1/4
Frame Width = 24.25, Frame Height = 53.25, Sash Split = 
Even
Operation / Venting = Double Hung
Frame Option = Standard Block Frame, Composite 
Reinforcement
Frame Color = White, Exterior Finish = No Exterior Finish
SolarZone Elite, Double Strength, IE Liners, Glass 
Breakage Warranty
Standard Screen
U-Factor = 0.28, CR = 58, SHGC = 0.21, VT = 0.48, CPD 
= ASO-A-89-69629-00001
Header Expander, Foam Wrap, Net Overall

Comment / Room:

   UI

79

 Line Item Notes:

FRONT LIV

 1

Qty

2

Line Item # Width   x   Height         Description

24.25" X 53.25"

3A01-New 4000 Series Double Hung 24 1/4 x 53 1/4
Frame Width = 24.25, Frame Height = 53.25, Sash Split = 
Even
Operation / Venting = Double Hung
Frame Option = Standard Block Frame, Composite 
Reinforcement
Frame Color = White, Exterior Finish = No Exterior Finish
SolarZone Elite, Double Strength, IE Liners, Glass 
Breakage Warranty
Standard Screen
U-Factor = 0.28, CR = 58, SHGC = 0.21, VT = 0.48, CPD 
= ASO-A-89-69629-00001
Header Expander, Foam Wrap, Net Overall

Comment / Room:

   UI

79

 Line Item Notes:

FRONT LIV

No2448542 None 213-2543

STATUSQUOTE # PO#RUSH

3Of1Page
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 1

Qty

3

Line Item # Width   x   Height         Description

24.25" X 53.25"

3A01-New 4000 Series Double Hung 24 1/4 x 53 1/4
Frame Width = 24.25, Frame Height = 53.25, Sash Split = 
Even
Operation / Venting = Double Hung
Frame Option = Standard Block Frame, Composite 
Reinforcement
Frame Color = White, Exterior Finish = No Exterior Finish
SolarZone Elite, Double Strength, IE Liners, Glass 
Breakage Warranty
Standard Screen
U-Factor = 0.28, CR = 58, SHGC = 0.21, VT = 0.48, CPD 
= ASO-A-89-69629-00001
Header Expander, Foam Wrap, Net Overall

Comment / Room:

   UI

79

 Line Item Notes:

LEFT LIV

 1

Qty

4

Line Item # Width   x   Height         Description

24.25" X 53.25"

3A01-New 4000 Series Double Hung 24 1/4 x 53 1/4
Frame Width = 24.25, Frame Height = 53.25, Sash Split = 
Even
Operation / Venting = Double Hung
Frame Option = Standard Block Frame, Composite 
Reinforcement
Frame Color = White, Exterior Finish = No Exterior Finish
SolarZone Elite, Double Strength, IE Liners, Glass 
Breakage Warranty
Standard Screen
U-Factor = 0.28, CR = 58, SHGC = 0.21, VT = 0.48, CPD 
= ASO-A-89-69629-00001
Header Expander, Foam Wrap, Net Overall

Comment / Room:

   UI

79

 Line Item Notes:

LEFT LIV

 1

Qty

5

Line Item # Width   x   Height         Description

24.25" X 53.25"

3A01-New 4000 Series Double Hung 24 1/4 x 53 1/4
Frame Width = 24.25, Frame Height = 53.25, Sash Split = 
Even
Operation / Venting = Double Hung
Frame Option = Standard Block Frame, Composite 
Reinforcement
Frame Color = White, Exterior Finish = No Exterior Finish
SolarZone Elite, Double Strength, IE Liners, Glass 
Breakage Warranty
Standard Screen
U-Factor = 0.28, CR = 58, SHGC = 0.21, VT = 0.48, CPD 
= ASO-A-89-69629-00001
Header Expander, Foam Wrap, Net Overall

Comment / Room:

   UI
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 Line Item Notes:

REAR  BED

No2448542 None 213-2543

STATUSQUOTE # PO#RUSH
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No2448542 None 213-2543

STATUSQUOTE # PO#RUSH

1

Qty

6

Line Item # Width   x   Height         Description

30.25" X 68.25"

3A01-New 4000 Series Double Hung 30 1/4 x 68 1/4
Frame Width = 30.25, Frame Height = 68.25, Sash Split = 
Even
Operation / Venting = Double Hung
Frame Option = Standard Block Frame, Composite 
Reinforcement
Frame Color = White, Exterior Finish = No Exterior Finish
SolarZone Elite, Double Strength, IE Liners, Glass 
Breakage Warranty
Standard Screen
U-Factor = 0.28, CR = 58, SHGC = 0.21, VT = 0.48, CPD
= ASO-A-89-69629-00001
Header Expander, Foam Wrap, Net Overall

Comment / Room:

   UI

100

Line Item Notes:

REAR BED

Total Unit Count 6Customer Notes:

ATTENTION
Please note that all weights provided are estimates and subject to change based on actual order shipment.
For Informational Purposes: All windows are viewed from the outside looking in. 

NOTICE: The rating information provided on this quote is based upon the NFRC ratings at the time of quote.  
Such ratings are subject to changes in the standard by the applicable regulatory agencies and will be finalized at 
the time of manufacturing.  All ratings printed on the NFRC label will supersede the NFRC rating set forth in the 
quote.  Any changes made to an order after submission may also result in changes to the NFRC rating.  
Customer shall be solely responsible for determining whether the product ordered meets their jurisdiction’s 
requirements.

In accordance with the state of California:

WARNING: Cancer and Reproductive Harm - www.p65Warnings.ca.gov

This order is subject to AMI's Standard Terms and Conditions, which can be found here: 
http://www.associatedmaterials.com/Tools.html 

I have reviewed this order and certify that it is correct. I understand that this order is noncancellable, 
nonreturnable, and nonrefundable.

______________________________________________
By                   Authorized Representative

3Of3Page
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PZHAC ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMITS 061009 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 3/2/20] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision was based on information presented during the Work Session – Item 2) 
 
 
Items: 
Case 061021:  1922 Calle de Cura, submitted by Nia Rucker; a request for a zoning permit to replace windows on a dwelling 
at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)  
  
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting. (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed windows will be historically and architecturally acceptable to the Town as proposed, 
or if an alternate solution is arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will 
be satisfied. The PZHAC should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed windows will not be historically and architecturally acceptable to 
the Town, and no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the 
applicant can return with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request 
based on the request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed. 
 
Estimated Cost:  $2710.80 
   
Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed windows will be consistent with other construction in the Town. The 
PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the Building 
and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of replacing the windows on an existing dwelling at this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed dwelling meets all applicable Code requirements. 
 
PZHAC OPTIONS: 
     1. Recommend approval of the zoning permit to the BOT.   
     2. Recommend approval of the zoning permit to the BOT with conditions.  
     3. Reject the application. 
 
PZHAC ACTION: 
 
PZHAC MINUTES FROM THE 3/20/20 PZHAC REGULAR MEETING 
Staff provided a brief review of this request, explaining that this case was heard during the Work Session. The PZHAC 
determined that the wood framing of the windows should remain wood, and that other similar dwellings in the Historic 
zoning districts had been required to have wood frames.  
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Prieto to approve the request, seconded by Commissioner Houston, and approved 
by a vote of 3 – 0 with the following: 
 
CONDITION: The window frames shall be wood, not vinyl. 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
MARCH 2, 2020 

ITEM 2 
 
 

Submitted by Nia Rucker; a request to discuss plans to replace windows on a dwelling at 1922 Calle de Cura. (Permit 
061021) Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
  
The applicant would like to replace the windows on the dwelling at this address with more energy efficient windows. The 
replacement windows will be double hung double pane windows that have the same appearance and size as the existing 
windows. Currently, each window has two panes of glass (see attached photos and diagrams of replacement windows). The 
windows will be finished in white and will be set into the existing frames on the dwelling.  
 
The dwelling is listed in the Historic Register for Mesilla and is considered was considered to be contributing to the 
architectural style of the Town (see attached sheets from the Historic Register).  The dwelling was built around 1920 and 
does not appear to have been significantly changed. The replacement windows will be the same style and color of the 
existing windows and will not change the appearance of the dwelling. There will be a total of six windows to be replaced. 
 
Estimated Cost: @ $2,710.80 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the new windows will be consistent with Chapters 18.33 (Historic Preservation) 
and 18.40 (HC-Historical Commercial zone) of the Code. 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of the following 

actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or removal. All work or acts of 
new construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with 
the design criteria established by the precedent styles within the development zone of the proposed work. 
 

18.40.030 Exterior appearance. 
An application for a permit for erection, construction, modification of, moving or destruction which would affect 
the exterior appearance of any structure, sign, or any other improvement affecting use or function must first be 
approved by the commission. [Ord. 94-06 § 1; prior code § 11-2-11.5.C] 

  
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, and 
to answer any questions that may arise. 
 

PZHAC MINUTES FROM THE 3/20/20 PZHAC WORK SESSION 
A person from “Window World” was present to represent the applicant and to discuss the request and answer any 
questions that might arise.  Staff provided a brief introduction of the case stating that the dewing was in the Historical 
register and was built in the 1920’s.  Staff also explained that the applicant intended to replace the wood framed windows 
in the structure with vinyl framed windows that looked very similar to the original windows. There would be no other 
work to the structure. The main issue that was discussed was that the original windows had wood frames and that the 
new windows had modern vinyl frames. There was no other discussion.   
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PHOTOS OF THE FRONT AND REAR OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
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Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez

From: Lopez, Debra, RLD <Debra.Lopez@state.nm.us>
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 4:04 PM
To: Stoehner-Hernandez, Cynthia
Cc: Griego, Desirae, RLD
Subject: Re: [EXT] Application No. 1156030 | Creative Spirits Distillery LLC

Yes, that would be ok 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message -------- 
From: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez <cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov>  
Date: 5/4/20 2:42 PM (GMT-07:00)  
To: "Lopez, Debra, RLD" <Debra.Lopez@state.nm.us>  
Cc: "Griego, Desirae, RLD" <Desirae.Griego@state.nm.us>  
Subject: RE: [EXT] Application No. 1156030 | Creative Spirits Distillery LLC 

Good afternoon: 

I wanted to follow up on this.  I would like to advertise the public hearing tomorrow on this license which would 
take place at 6PM on May 26th.  This would be 21 days out.  If you are okay with this I will proceed? 

Thank you for all of your help during these times! 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
Clerk/Treasurer 
  (575) 524-3262 
Fax: (575) 541-6327 
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From: Griego, Desirae, RLD <Desirae.Griego@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 11:20 AM 
To: Stoehner-Hernandez, Cynthia <cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] Application No. 1156030 | Creative Spirits Distillery LLC 

Hi Cynthia, 

ABC Deputy Director Lopez and I had this discussed regarding this particular situation. We are aware that all 
public meetings are cancelled or postponed at this time do to the COVID-19 epidemic. You may email me a 
request for a waiver of time to hold the public hearing on this matter. As none of us know when this will be over 
we understand the hardship this brings upon us all.  Worst case scenario, if this goes beyond a good amount of 
time after the forty-five day period we can reassess the situation and the LOD will have the option to send the 
application back with a letter outlining the circumstances. When we receive the application back, ABC Director 
Vallejos will have the discretion to issue or deny the application. Hopefully this helps.  

Please let me know if you have any other questions or concerns. 

Desirae D. Griego 
Admin Law Judge / Hearing Officer 
NM Regulation & Licensing Department 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division 
P.O. Box 25101, Santa Fe, NM 87504 

Phone: 505-476-4552 
Email: desirae.griego@state.nm.us 

From: cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov <cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 10:25 AM 
To: Griego, Desirae, RLD <Desirae.Griego@state.nm.us> 
Subject: [EXT] Application No. 1156030 | Creative Spirits Distillery LLC 

Hi Desirae:  I received the above referenced application yesterday.  We have currently cancelled all public 
meetings until further notice due to COVID19.  I know we have between 30-45 days to act on it, and I am 
unsure of how/when we will be able to approve this application.  I wanted to keep you in the loop as far as 
what’s going on.  Any guidance on this from your office?   
Thank you for all of your help during these times! 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
Clerk/Treasurer 
  (575) 524-3262 
Fax: (575) 541-6327 
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Check out our website! 
www.mesillanm.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the 
addressee(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If 
you are not the intended recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, 
please immediately alert the sender by reply email and then delete this message and any attachments. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its 
attachments is strictly prohibited. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-10 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
DESIGNATING PLANNING, ZONING, AND HISTORICAL 

APPROPRIATENESS COMMISSION MEETING TIME. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees discussed the need to amend the time of 
Planning, Zoning and Historical Appropriateness Commission Meetings; and 

WHEREAS, this will save staff time to have meetings during working hours.; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HERBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees that 
the regular meetings of the PZHAC shall be at 2:30 p.m. every 1st and 3rd Monday of 
every month. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 26th day of May 2020. 

__________________________ 
Nora L. Barraza 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 

________________________ 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
Town Clerk-Treasurer 
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