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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A WORK 
SESSION ON MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019 AT 5:30 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE 
MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA. 
 

Discussion: Revision to Chapter 18.35 H-R – Residential – Cultural – Historical Zone 
Ordinances – Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 
 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A REGULAR 
MEETING ON MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF 
THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 
4. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 
5. CLOSED SESSION – pursuant to NMSA 1978 Chapter 10-15-1(H)(2): discussion limited 

to personnel matters in the Marshal’s Department. – Nora L. Barraza, Mayor. 
6. For Approval: action on limited personnel matters following closed session relating to the 

Marshal’s Department. – Nora L. Barraza, Mayor. 
7. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one 

motion the following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is 
marked with an asterisk *): 
a) * BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Work Session & Regular Meeting on January 13, 2020 

b) *PZHAC Case 090681 - Submitted by Dave and Kelly Salas; a request to discuss plans to 
construct an additional two dwellings on a property located on the north side of Calle del 
Sur, adjacent to the east side of the property at 2138 Calle del Sur. (Case 
060981) Zoned: Historic Residential (HR). 

c) *PZHAC Case 060997 – 2685 Calle de Parian, submitted by William McIlvaine, a request 
to install three new gates and privacy panels on an existing rock wall around a residential 
property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

d) *PZHAC Case 060999 - 2488 Calle de Guadalupe submitted by Joseph W. Foster, a 
request for a zoning permit to paint a 5-foot-wide by 3-foot-high mural on a wall around the 
commercial courtyard at this address. Zoned: Historical Commercial (HC) 

e) *PZHAC Case 060995 – 1922 Calle de Cura, submitted by Nia Rucker; a request 
for a zoning permit to allow the replacement of a bathroom window on a dwelling at 
this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

f) *PZHAC Case 060996 – 2424 Calle de Parian, submitted by Cecilia Quintana; a request 
for a zoning permit to install five-foot high sections of “coyote” fencing at three locations 
on the property for privacy. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

g) *PZHAC Case 061000 – 2160 Calle del Norte, submitted by Gary Bell: a request for a 
zoning permit to allow the installation of a horse fence for security along the west property 
line abutting a ditch bank adjacent to the property. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

h) *PZHAC Case 060989 – 2930 La Mesilla Circle, submitted by William and Amy Abruzzi; 
a request for a zoning permit to allow the construction of a 16 foot by 18 foot (224 square 
foot) storage shed on a residential property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential 
(HR) 
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i) *PZHAC Case 061001 – 2250 Calle de San Albino, submitted by Wendy Weir for “Agave 
Artists’; a request for a sign permit to allow a hanging sign for an art gallery at this address. 
Zoned: General Historical Commercial (HC). 

j) *PZHAC Case 061002 – 1701 Calle de Mercado #6, submitted by Jenna Emerick for 
“Salon de Mesilla LLC”; a request for sign permit to allow a wall sign for beauty salon at 
this address. Zoned: General Commercial (C). 

8. NEW BUSINESS:  
a) Input from residents on changes you would like us to consider for the Historic Residential 

Zone. 

b) For Approval: Ordinance 2020-01: An ordinance to be called chapter 10.15 – adopting 
regulations for off-highway motor vehicles.  

c) For Discussion: An ordinance revision to amend the rates for the Town of Mesilla Mercado 
Vendors. – Dorothy Sellers, Community Programs Coordinator. 

d) For Appointment: A Mayor Pro-Tem to serve for one year pursuant to MTC 2.15.060. - 
Nora L. Barraza, Mayor. 

e) For Appointment: a representative to serve on each of the following committees: 

• Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board 

• South Central Council of Governments, Inc. 

• Lower Rio Grande Water Users Organization 

• Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

• South Central Regional Transit District (RTD) 

• MPO Technical Advisory Committee 

• MPO Bicycle Committee 
 

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
10. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS  
11. ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE: 
If you need an accommodation for a disability to enable you to fully participate in the hearing or meeting, 
please contact us at 524-3262 at least one week prior to the meeting. The Mayor and Trustees request that 
all cell phones be turned off or set to vibrate. Members of the audience are requested to step outside the 
Board Room to respond to or to conduct a phone conversation. A copy of the agenda packet can be found 
online at www.mesillanm.gov.  

Posted 1/24/2020 at the following locations: Town Clerk’s Office 2231 Avenida de Mesilla, Public Safety 
Building 2670 Calle de Parian, Mesilla Community Center 2251 Calle de Santiago, Shorty’s Food Mart 
2290 Avenida de Mesilla, Ristramnn Chile Co., 2531 Avenida de Mesilla and the U.S. Post Office 2253 
Calle de Parian. 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 8 
TOWN OF MESILLA 9 

WORK SESSION 10 
MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 11 

5:30 P.M. 12 
13 
14 

TRUSTEES:  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 15 
Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 16 
Carlos Arzabal, Trustee 17 
Jesus Caro, Trustee 18 
Veronica Garcia, Trustee 19 

20 
STAFF: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 21 

Gloria Maya, Recorder 22 
23 

PUBLIC: 24 
2526

1. Discussion: Revisions to the Town of Mesilla Personnel Rules and Regulations Handbook. –27 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer.28 

Mayor Barraza asked if the Trustees had any comments.  She will pull it from the agenda so that we can 29 
send it to the attorney for a final review prior to bringing it back for approval.  Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez 30 
incorporated some of the language that Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick submitted.  31 

32 

Concluded work session at 5:40 p.m. 33 

34 

Draft
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1 
TOWN OF MESILLA 2 

REGULAR MEETING 3 
MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 4 

6:00 P.M. 5 
6 

TRUSTEES:  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 7 
Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 8 
Carlos Arzabal, Trustee 9 
Jesus Caro, Trustee 10 
Veronica Garcia, Trustee (absent) 11 

12 
STAFF: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 13 

Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief 14 
Rod McGillivray, Public Works Director 15 
Enrique Salas, Lieutenant 16 

17 
PUBLIC:  Susan Krueger Rafael Geck 18 

Charles Madrid Raymond Bernstein 19 
20 
21 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE22 
Mayor Barraza led the Pledge of Allegiance. 23 

24 
2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM25 

Roll Call. 26 
Present: Mayor Barraza, Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Trustee Arzabal, Trustee Caro.   27 

28 
29 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL30 
Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Trustee Caro, Seconded by Trustee Arzabal. 31 

32 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 33 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 34 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 35 
Trustee Caro    Yes 36 

37 
38 

4. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes.39 
Ms. Krueger commented regarding Kane and Salas properties in the core.  Her notes state something 40 
about doing away with zero lot line which would require an ordinance change.  Development standards 41 
suggestions are located within Chapter 17 which could be adapted.  Perhaps it would be appropriate to ask 42 
the P&Z and the concerned residents for suggestions that could be passed on to the board.  She asked that 43 
they consider stopping the Northern New Mexico style.   44 

45 
Mr. Bernstein stated there is a rezoning issue, at Boutz and Stern, that is before the Las Cruces City 46 
Council.  This item has been cancelled twice but has now been scheduled on February 18th.   The proposal 47 
is for 65 single family dwellings and 60 apartments.  The residents feel it is not appropriate to do so 48 
because of traffic and the infrastructure.  The residents also asked that the reduce the number of dwellings 49 
and apartments.   He invited the board to the City Council meeting on the 18th of February. 50 

Draft
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1 
Mr. Geck stated his comments regarding the Kane/Salas property.  He thanked Mr. Caro for voting 2 
against the application.  He was dismayed at the other trustees who let them down. There were several 3 
signatures on the petition and the trustees chose to ignore them.  All the trustees want to do is hear the 4 
concerns but vote their way.  5 

6 
5. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one7 

motion the following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is8 
marked with an asterisk *):9 

Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Caro. 10 
11 

Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 12 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 13 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 14 
Trustee Caro    Yes 15 

16 
a) * BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Work Session & Regular Meeting on December 9, 2019.17 

Approved by consent agenda18 
b) * BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Special Meeting on December 16, 2019.  Approved by19 

consent agenda20 
21 

6. NEW BUSINESS:22 

a. For 1st Reading/Public Hearing: Ordinance 2020-01: An ordinance to be called23 
chapter 10.15 – adopting regulations for recreational off highway motor vehicles.24 

Mayor Barraza requested removing “recreational” off the ordinance.    25 

26 

Motion: To close regular meeting and open public hearing, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded 27 
by Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick. 28 

29 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 30 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 31 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 32 
Trustee Caro    Yes 33 

34 

Opened Public Hearing at 6:12 p.m. 35 

36 

The ordinance was reviewed for the public to comment on. 37 

38 

Comments received were: 39 

Ms. Krueger reviewed some concerns and asked who would oversee the ordinance and is it similar to 40 
other ordinances like the County and the City of Las Cruces.  41 

42 

Lt. Salas responded the County has adopted an ordinance, but he is unsure if the City has adopted an 43 
ordinance.  These vehicles are not allowed on state roads.  The county allows them on county roads only. 44 
Driver must have a driver’s license; vehicle must be insured and registered.    45 

46 

Motion: To close public hearing and open regular meeting, Moved by Trustee Caro, Seconded by 47 
Trustee Arzabal. 48 

Draft
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1 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 2 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 3 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 4 
Trustee Caro    Yes 5 

6 
Open Regular Meeting at 6:18 p.m. 7 

8 
Mayor Barraza opened discussion amongst the Trustees regarding this ordinance and reviewed her 9 
changes.  She wants to change the speed from 35 mph to 25 mph and to add multi-use trails wording.  She 10 
asked how we can keep from these vehicles from crossing in the middle of the road.  11 

12 
Lt. Salas responded the ordinances does require a complete stop before crossing the road. There really is 13 
no way to prevent from crossing the road; they are permitted to drive on the laterals.   14 

15 
Trustee Caro responded they are not going to stop when getting to the road they are going to cross.   16 

17 
Fire Chief Hoban stated there are currently regulations for yielding right of way. 18 

19 
Mayor Barraza asked if the officers would have something in writing to back them up  20 

21 
Lt. Salas responded yes as it is State Law.   22 

23 
Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick reviewed her changes.   24 

25 
Trustee Arzabal stated this is an ordinance that the Town has been needing.  Thanked Lt. Salas for doing 26 
it. 27 

28 
Trustee Caro stated he wants to ensure that Town Staff is also aware of these changes. 29 

30 

Mayor Barraza stated these changes will be made and this ordinance will be up for adoption at our next 31 
meeting. 32 

33 

b. Resolution 2020-01: A resolution establishing, amending and repealing certain sections34 
of the Personnel Policies and Procedures for the Town of Mesilla; all prior resolutions35 
are repealed.36 

Motion: To postpone this item until reviewed by attorney, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by 37 
Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick. 38 

39 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =3). 40 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 41 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 42 
Trustee Caro    Yes 43 

44 

7. *STAFF REPORTS:45 

Community Development46 
Community Programs47 
Finance Department48 
Fire Department49 
Marshal’s Department50 
Public Works Department51 

Draft
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1 
8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS2 

Trustee Arzabal attended the CO meeting December 13th in Hatch.  March 13th meeting will be in 3 
Elephant Butte followed by June 21st in Silver City. 4 

5 
Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick attended the MPO meeting on January 8th along with Mayor Barraza and 6 
Trustee Garcia.  Adopted Safety Performance Standards for the MPO and finalized options for the multi-7 
loop trail.  They were given updates on construction around town.  8 

9 
Mayor Barraza stated we had a meeting with Legislators on December 17th.  Great representation of 10 
communities.  First time that we have tried to organize a meeting of this type.  Christmas activities on the 11 
plaza went very well.  We were worried about the rain, but it cleared up enough to celebrate.  Very 12 
grateful to our businesses that helped us put it together.  We had a mandatory training on Friday called 13 
Stop the Bleed.  It was great training and hopes that we can continue with an Active Shooter Training.  14 
Town Hall Legislative meeting yesterday with Senator Papen and Representative Cadena; great 15 
information. 16 

17 
9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS18 

Chief Hoban stated we received a $167,000 grant to replace our 16-year-old brush truck. 19 
20 

Mayor Barraza stated the board hired an officer at our last meeting, but he accepted a position with the 21 
County.  We will be interviewing for our Marshal’s position tomorrow. 22 

23 
Trustee Caro thanked everyone that participated in the festivities.  .   24 

25 
Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick reiterate about Christmas festivities and the hard work; beautiful as 26 
always.  The new cars are impressive and that the State Police.  She feels they might deter a few 27 
individuals since they are not our standard vehicles.   28 

29 
Trustee Arzabal stated each town event is getting bigger; he is worried about the plaza being closed 30 
numerous times.  He understands that is done for safety reasons, but he doesn’t know how fair this is to 31 
the businesses.   32 

33 
Mayor Barraza replied that when we have new activities coming in, the Coordinators and Department 34 
Heads discuss attendance and how are we going to keep people safe.  Businesses are notified through 35 
emails.  The board had recommended staff go to each business to inform them; staff is treated with 36 
hostility by some of the businesses.   37 

38 
Lt. Salas added that we do post signs around the plaza before closures. 39 

40 
Mayor Barraza stated we are in the process of purchasing two new vehicles in the Marshal’s Department 41 
from the loan we received.  We have added two more Marshal’s vehicles on the ICIP for this year.  She 42 
has requested that Lt. Salas wrap the doors to the two black vehicles in white.  She asked that the board 43 
contact Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez to let her know if they are planning to attend Municipal Day in Santa Fe 44 
so that she can make arrangements.  She feels we should have a ribbon cutting ceremony for Bowman or 45 
something because it’s finally finished!  The work on McDowell should be completed soon.  We are in 46 
the planning stage of updating the lighting around the plaza and Community Center Park.   47 

48 
10. ADJOURNMENT49 

The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-5) 50 
51 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT   6:42 P.M. 52 
53 

Draft
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APPROVED THIS 27th DAY OF JANUARY, 2020. 1 
2 
3 

    ___________________________________________ 4 
Nora L. Barraza 5 
Mayor 6 

7 
8 

ATTEST: 9 
10 
11 

______________________________________ 12 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 13 
Town Clerk/Treasurer 14 

15 
16 
17 Draft
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BOT ACTION FORM 
BUILDING PERMITS 060981 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 1/21/20] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

(Decision was based on information presented during the Work Session) 

Items: 
Case 090681 - Submitted by Dave and Kelly Salas; a request to discuss plans to construct an additional two dwellings on a 
property located on the north side of Calle del Sur, adjacent to the east side of the property at 2138 Calle del Sur. (Case 
060981) Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 

Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) The applicant intends to build the two dwellings as a duplex in 
order to comply with the legal opinion rendered by Joseph Cervantes, Town Attorney, that a duplex would be allowed by 
the Code on this property in addition to the original two dwellings which will be built as a duplex. (The two new dwellings 
will be build as a duplex identical to the first two dwellings that were approved.) 

Estimated Cost: @ $225,000.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
According to the attorney, as long as the two dwellings are built as a duplex, the proposal will be consistent with the zoning 
requirements for this property. The project will also need to be consistent with the all other sections of the Building and 
Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 

Findings that need to be made: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT.
• The proposed work consists of constructing two additional dwellings as a duplex on a vacant half acre property at

this location. (The PZHAC and BOT have already approved two dwellings on this property. These will also be built
as a duplex.)

• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements.

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC determined that the proposed duplex met the definition of the legal opinion provided to the BOT in 
December 2019 by Joseph Cervantes, Town Attorney, on multi-family dwellings in the HR zone and voted 4 – 0 
to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.
2. Approve the application with conditions.
3. Reject the application.

BOT ACTION: 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
JANUARY 21, 2020 

ITEM 2 

Submitted by Dave and Kelly Salas; a request to discuss plans to construct an additional two dwellings on a property located 
on the north side of Calle del Sur, adjacent to the east side of the property at 2138 Calle del Sur. (Case 060981) Zoned: 
Historic Residential (HR). 

The applicant has already received approval from the PZHAC on October 21 of this year for two other dwellings on this 
property (Case 060973). The dwellings proposed here will be identical to the two previously approved by the PZHAC and 
will result in a total of four dwellings on the property in two duplexes as shown on the attached site plan. (The first two 
dwellings were originally approved by the PZHAC as two individual dwellings.)  

This case was heard by the PZHAC on November 18, 2019 and tabled in order to all staff to obtain a legal opinion 
as to how the Code should be interpreted with respect to how many dwellings could be allowed on a property this 
size.  Joseph Cervantes, attorney for Mesilla stated that a strict interpretation of the way the Code is written allows 
for up to five dwellings on this property, provided that if more than one dwelling were to be allowed, the dwellings 
would have to e multi-family (duplexes, triplexes, etc.). As a result of this opinion, the applicant intends to build four 
dwellings on the property in two duplexes. 

The subject property was created by a Summary Subdivision (Case 060473) submitted by Antonio Fierro that was approved 
by the PZHAC January 3, 2017 and the BOT on October 16, 2017; and filed with Dona Ana County in February 2018.   

The subject lot was originally part of a 0.99 acre lot existing lot that was divided in half with the dividing line between the 
two proposed lots running north-south through the middle of the property along the west edge of a pecan grove which has 
since been removed. The subject property is the eastern property that contained the pecan grove. The property has about 
130 feet of frontage on Calle del Sur and has access to the road and all required utilities.  

In addition to the subject property, the applicant owns two 0.25 acre properties at 2217 and 2219 Calle de Parian. Each of 
these two properties contains two dwellings that are similar to the dwellings proposed for the subject lot on Calle del Sur. 
The style of the proposed dwellings will “Northern New Mexico” (see attached Yguado checklist), and will be similar to 
the development of the 0.25 acre property at 2219 Calle de Parian (see attached site plan, elevations and floor plans). The 
dwellings will be identical to the first two dwellings that were approved by the PZHAC and will each be one-story and 
about 1200 square feet in size each with a portion of the roof being a metal covered shallow-pitched roof with a maximum 
height of about 14.5 feet at the ridgeline. (According to the applicant, the style of the structures can be changed to meet any 
style that the PZHAC determines will fit the area or development zone.) Currently, the proposed style will be similar to 
several other dwellings in the area and along Calle del Sur (see attached photos).  Each dwelling will have four off-street 
parking spaces (two in carports and two outside of the carports, as shown in the attached site plan). Access will be by a 20 
foot wide driveway to that will run through the center of the property and will meet the standards for access roads set forth 
in Appendix D (Fire Apparatus Access Roads) of the International Fire Code adopted by MTC Chapter 15.20.  

Estimated Cost: @ $225,000.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed dwellings will be compatible with the surrounding properties, 
especially the development zone for the property, and that the proposed dwellings will be compatible with the Zoning Code 
for the area.  

The lot size of 0.49 acres (@ 2100 square feet) is well above the minimum lot size of 8000 square feet required for new lots 
in the HR zone, and could be considered adequate for four dwellings. (MTC Section 18.35 – HR Zone allows more than 
one dwelling on a property in the HR zone provided that the lot contains a minimum of 4000 square feet per dwelling unit.) 
The PZHAC has consistently limited the number of new dwellings per property to two, regardless of the size of the property. 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, and to answer 
any questions that may arise. 
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GENERAL NOTES 
I. EXTERIOl=i!: WALLS 2x6'S AT 16" OC., INTERIOl=i!: WALLS Afo!E 2x4'S AT 24"

EXCEPT Wf-lefo!E Sf-!OWN 0"1: OTl-lefo!WISE NOTED. 

2. USE Tl'<EATED WOOD STUDS FOi-!: ALL EXTERIOl=i!: WALL SILLS. 
3. ALL INTERIOR WALLS AND CEILINGS ARE 1/2" GYPSUM BOARD WIT!-! 

TEXTURE AND FAINT. 
4. CARFORT CEILING AND WALL ADJACENT TO !-IOUSE ARE TO !-!AVE 518" 

TYFE "X" GYPSUM BOARD. TAPE, BEDDED AND TEXTURED FAINTED. 

5. DIMENSIONS S!-IOWN ARE TO FACE OF STUDS, NOT FINIS!-! SU!'ii'FACES. 

6. INTERIOR FINIS!-! AS Dlfo!ECTED BY OWNER 

1. VERIFY LOCATION OF ALL UTILITIES ON SITE. 
8. BUILDING DESIGNED IN ACCORDANCE WIT\.! INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL 

CODE AND TOWN OF MESILLA REQUIREMENTS. ALL � TO MEET 
AFFLICAeLE STANDARDS. 

S. FLANS ARE PROVIDED FOR Tl-le PURPOSE OF NEGOTIATED 
CONSTRUCTION WIT!-! A SELECTED GENERAL CONTRACTOl=i!: AND MAY
CONTAIN OMISSIONS AND INCONSISTENCIES. Tl-IE CONTRACTOl=i!: IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR FINDING AND CORRECTING PROBLEMS. 

e FLOOR PLAN NOTES 
I. LOW WALL 1-l!:IG!-IT VARIES. SEE ELEVATIONS. 

2. EXTERIOl=i!: WALLS ARE 2X6S AT 16" oc. CARFOl=i!:T WALLS ARE 2X4S AT l6"oc.

3. SEE SECTION I/& FOi-!: FOAM INSULATION. 

4. ALL WINDOWS TO BE RECESSED 2". SEE DETAILS S!-IEET &. 

5. NOT USED. 

6. � I D E !-IOSE B l e e  T!-IIS LOCATION. 

1. NOT USED 

8. 6 "  PLUMBING WALL. 

'3. NOT USED. 

CALLE DEL SUR 
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PREPARED FOR 
DAVIE & KELLY SALAS 
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NEW MEXI CO

DATE FI-IASE 
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IID/2/D/l':l PERMIT 

■ 
denton ventures, inc  

architecture • planning 
1.338c picacho hills dr. 
las cruces, nm 88007 
office 575.525.0241 
fax 575.525.9405 

e1T1ail barb@dvi-lascr-uces.com 
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PHOTO OF THE DWELLING TO THE NORTH  

 
PHOTO OF THE DWELLING TO THE WEST  
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PHOTO OF THE DWELLING TO THE EAST  

 
 

PHOTO OF APARTMENTS TO THE SOUTH  
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS ALONG CALLE DEL SUR 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS ALONG CALLE DEL SUR 

 
 

PHOTO OF DWELLING TO THE NORTH 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS TO THE NORTH 
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PHOTOS OF APPLICANT’S DWELLINGS AT 2217, 2219 CALLE DE PARIAN 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMITS 060997 

[PZHAC REVIEW –1/21/20] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
(Decision was based on information presented during the Work Session) 

 
 
Items: 
Case 060997 – 2685 Calle de Parian, submitted by William McIlvaine, a request to install three new gates and privacy 
panels on an existing rock wall around a residential property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed changes to the wall will be acceptable for the zoning of the property, or if an alternate 
solution is arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The 
PZHAC should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed changes to the wall will not be acceptable to the zoning of the 
property, and no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant 
can return with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based 
on the request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $19,643.80 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work, when finished, will be consistent with the zoning requirements 
for this property. Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the 
all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of adding wrought iron inserts and gates to an existing rock wall around a property at 

this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed changes to the wall would not be out of character with the nature of 
the area and voted 4 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
JANUARY 21, 2020 

ITEM 3 
 

 
Submitted by William McIlvaine, a request to discuss the installation of three new gates and the addition of privacy panels 
to an existing rock wall around a residential property at 2685 Calle de Parian (Case 060997). Zoned: Historical Residential 
(HR) 
 
DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: 
According to the Historic Register for the Town (see attached), the subject dwelling on the property appears to have been 
built in 1935 out of adobe. When the inventory of structures was completed in 1979, the dwelling had a flat roof with tin 
canales. It appears that a number of changes were done to the dwelling and the property since the inventory was taken. 
(There are no records in the files indicating what was done or when the changes to the property took place.)  
 
The applicant is currently in the process of renovating the dwelling and the property in order to bring the appearance of 
the property more in line with the character of the Town. This includes a number of changes to the main dwelling that the 
applicant has obtained permits for within the past several months. 
 
The applicant would now like to complete the rock wall around the property. Currently, the wall consists of a 
predominantly two-foot high rock wall having four foot high rock pillars every eight feet. There are two-foot high wood 
slats in between the pillars in the wall (see attached photos). The wall also has three gates made of sections of bare pipe. 
The applicant would like to replace the existing wood slats with two-foot high sections of one inch thick wrought iron 
pieces painted brown set about three inches apart (see attached diagram).  The applicant would also like to replace the 
gates with gates of a similar design (see attached diagram).  
 
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CODE: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work to the rock walls will not result in any negative changes to the 
property that will affect its Historical character or the character of the area, and that the work will be consistent with the 
following sections of the Code: 

Chapter 18.33 – Historic Preservation 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 
A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic buildings and its historic 
districts are among its most valued and important assets. The board finds that some buildings having historical, 
architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been neglected, altered or destroyed notwithstanding the feasibility of 
preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate consideration of the irreplaceable loss to 
the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character of Mesilla is of vital importance in maintaining 
the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and the buildings in its historic district can be preserved, 
rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the owners of 
property.  
 
B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and use of historic 
landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they have a special character or a 
special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders of the history and heritage 
of this town, state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that this chapter is required in the interest 
of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. The board declares as a matter of public policy 
that the identification and designation of historic landmarks and historic districts and the approval or disapproval of 
exterior changes to designated property or their demolition or relocation or new construction on the site are stated to 
be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 
 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed renovations and will be 
available to answer any questions that may arise. 

 

 

 
 28



29



PHOTOS OF THE EXISTING WALL FROM CALLE DEL OESTE AND CALLE DE PARIAN 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMIT 060769 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 1/21/20] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
(Decision was based on information presented during the Work Session) 

 
 
Items: 
Case 060999 - 2488 Calle de Guadalupe submitted by Joseph W. Foster, a request for a zoning permit to paint a 5 foot wide 
by 3 foot high mural on a wall around the commercial courtyard at this address. Zoned: Historical Commercial (HC) 
 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed mural is architecturally appropriate or acceptable for the zoning of the area as proposed, 
or if an alternate solution is arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will 
be satisfied. The PZHAC should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed mural is not be architecturally appropriate or acceptable to the zoning 
of the area, and no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the 
applicant can return with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request 
based on the request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $100.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed alterations, when finished, will be consistent with the development 
of land in the HR zoning district.  Additionally, the request appears to meet all other development and application 
requirements of the Code.  
  
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of painting a 3 foot by 5 foot mural on an exterior yard wall at this address.   
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed alterations meet all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed painting would not be out of character with the historic nature of 
property other properties in the area and voted 4 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
JANUARY 21, 2020 

ITEM 4 
 

 
Submitted by Joseph W. Foster, a request to discuss a 5 foot wide by 3 foot high mural to be painted on a wall around the 
commercial courtyard at 2488 Calle de Guadalupe (Case 060999). Zoned: Historical Commercial (HC) 
 
The subject property contains an adobe structure that dates back to the 1850’5. Arthur Fountain became the 
owner of the structure around 1900, and the structure has been in the Fountain family until purchased last year 
by Mr. Foster (the applicant). Mr. Foster has obtained permits for and has done extensive work on both the 
interior of the building on the property as well as to the exterior of the property to restore the historic character 
of the property (see attached photos). 
 
According to the Historic Register for the Town, the subject property once contained two offices for stagecoach 
lines along with corrals for the horses used by the stage lines, and was once considered the “Transportation 
District” of the Town (see attached excepts from the Historic Register). The applicant would like to enhance the 
history of the property as part of the “Transportation District” by having a mural painted on one of the exterior 
yard walls on the eastern side of the property. The mural (see attached diagram), which will be a painting about 
five feet wide by about three feet tall, will depict a woman exiting a stagecoach. This will be in the area of the 
property once used as horse corrals.   
  
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CODE: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work will not result in any changes to the property that will 
negatively affect its Historical character, and that the work will be consistent with the following sections of the 
Code: 

Chapter 18.33 – Historic Preservation 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 
A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic buildings and its 
historic districts are among its most valued and important assets. The board finds that some buildings having 
historical, architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been neglected, altered or destroyed 
notwithstanding the feasibility of preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate 
consideration of the irreplaceable loss to the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character 
of Mesilla is of vital importance in maintaining the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and 
the buildings in its historic district can be preserved, rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter 
benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the owners of property.  
 
  
B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and use of 
historic landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they have a special 
character or a special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders 
of the history and heritage of this town, state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that 
this chapter is required in the interest of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. 
The board declares as a matter of public policy that the identification and designation of historic landmarks 
and historic districts and the approval or disapproval of exterior changes to designated property or their 
demolition or relocation or new construction on the site are stated to be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 
 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed painting and will 
be available to answer any questions that may arise. 
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PHOTO OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY FROM CALLE DE PRINCIPAL & CALLE DE CORREO 

 
 

PHOTO OF THE SUBJECT WALL FROM CALLE DE SAN ALBINO 
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OTHER PHOTOS OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY FROM CALLE DE GUADALUPE 
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OTHER PHOTOS OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY FROM CALLE DE GUADALUPE 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMIT 060995 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 1/21/20] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
Item: 
Case 060995 – 1922 Calle de Cura, submitted by Nia Rucker; a request for a zoning permit to allow the 
replacement of a bathroom window on a dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)     
 
Staff Analysis: 
According to the Historic Register for the Town, the dwelling appears to have been built in the 1920’s (see 
attached pages from the Register). The dwelling does not appear to have changed much from the time it was 
included in the Register (see attached photo).  
 
The window that will be replaced is a small bathroom window that is double hug with single thickness glass. 
The replacement window will consist of a glass block window with improved thermal efficiency. The new 
window will also result in more privacy. There will be no changes to the dwelling itself.  
  
Estimated Cost: @ $100.00 
   
Consistency with the Code: 
Photos of the dwelling are attached. Since the dwelling is in a Historic zoning district, the following section of 
the Code applies: 
 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of 
the following actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or removal. 
All work or acts of new construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate of 
appropriateness shall comply with the design criteria established by the precedent styles within the 
development zone of the proposed work. 

 
The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of 
the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of replacing an existing double hung bathroom window with a glass block 

window on the dwelling at this address.  
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed color meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed alteration would not be out of character with the nature of other 
structures in the area and voted 4 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PHOTO OF THE DWELLING FROM CALLE DE CURA 

 
 

PHOTO OF THE DWELLING FROM PALACIO’S BAR SHOWING WINDOW TO BE REPLACED 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
BUILDING PERMIT 060996 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 1/21/20] 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Item: 
Case 060996 – 2424 Calle de Parian, submitted by Cecilia Quintana; a request for a zoning permit to install five-foot high 
sections of “coyote” fencing at three locations on the property for privacy. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
Description of Work to be Done:  
The applicant would like to install sections of five foot high “coyote” fence (see attached photos) at various places on the 
property (see attached site diagram) in order to provide security for the property  and to provide privacy  to a casita on the 
northeast side of the property. The proposed sections of fence will be installed between the main dwelling and the west 
property line to block intrusion onto the property from Calle de Parian, and around the yard for the casita to provide privacy 
to the casita. Since the proposed fence sections are inside the section of the property that is mostly surrounded by a six-
foot high rock wall, the portions of the fence associated with the casita cannot be easily seen from surrounding properties 
or the street.  
 
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed sections of “coyote” fencing will not result in any negative changes 
to the property that will affect its Historical character or the character of the area, and that the work will be consistent with 
the following sections of the Code: 

Chapter 18.33 – Historic Preservation 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 
A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic buildings and its historic 
districts are among its most valued and important assets. The board finds that some buildings having historical, 
architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been neglected, altered or destroyed notwithstanding the feasibility 
of preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate consideration of the irreplaceable loss 
to the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character of Mesilla is of vital importance in maintaining 
the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and the buildings in its historic district can be preserved, 
rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the owners of 
property.  
 
B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and use of historic 
landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they have a special character or a 
special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders of the history and heritage 
of this town, state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that this chapter is required in the 
interest of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. The board declares as a matter of public 
policy that the identification and designation of historic landmarks and historic districts and the approval or 
disapproval of exterior changes to designated property or their demolition or relocation or new construction on the 
site are stated to be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 

 
18.60.340 Wall, fence, or hedge. 
E. Walls or fences constructed within the front yard setback area facing a street within the H-R, H-C, R-1 zones must 

be built with the following materials only: stucco, brick, stone, wood, adobe and wrought iron. 
[None of the proposed fence sections will be in a front yard setback. However, since the fence is wood, it would be 

allowed by this section.]  
 

Findings: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of installing “coyote” fencing at various locations on the property.   
• The subject property is zoned Historical Residential (HR) 
• The proposed installation will be consistent with the Code. 
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PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed fences would not be out of character with the nature of other 
structures in the area and voted 4 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
  

57

cynthia
Underline
4



VIEW OF THE PROPERTY FROM CALLE DE PARIAN 

 
VIEW OF EXISTING “COYOTE” FENCE ON THE PROPERTY 
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VIEWS OF THE LOCATIONS NEAR THE CASITA 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMIT 061000 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 1/21/20] 

 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
 
Item: 
Case 061000 – 2160 Calle del Norte, submitted by Gary Bell: a request for a zoning permit to allow the installation of a 
horse fence for security along the west property line abutting a ditch bank adjacent to the property. Zoned: Historical 
Residential (HR) 
 
Description of Work to be Done:  
The applicant would now like to install the horse fence (see attached picture of proposed fence) along the portion of the 
property that abuts the irrigation ditch to the west (see attached site plan showing proposed location and photos). The 
purpose of this fence will be to provide security to the property from the ditch.  
 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed fence will meet the requirements of Section 18.33 (Historic 
Preservation) of the Code which states:  
 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of the 
following actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or removal. All work or 
acts of new construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate of appropriateness shall comply 
with the design criteria established by the precedent styles within the development zone of the proposed work. 

  
Additionally, the proposed fence must meet the following requirements: 

18.60.340 Wall, fence, or hedge. 
E. Walls or fences constructed within the front yard setback area facing a street within the H-R, H-C, R-1 zones 

must be built with the following materials only: stucco, brick, stone, wood, adobe and wrought iron. 
F. No wall, fence or hedge shall be permitted in a public right-of-way. 
G. No walls, fences, hedges or other obstructions may be placed near exits from driveways or parking areas which 

block a driver’s view of approaching traffic for a distance of 90 feet in both directions. The following 
explanations will further define this unobstructed view (also, see illustrations in Appendix C): 
1. The driver’s eye level may be from three to eight feet above the driveway’s surface and located as far as 10 

feet back from the curb line or pavement edge. 
2. Those portions of approaching cars which are more than three feet above the roadbed must be within view 

of the exiting driver. 
3. Approaching cars must be visible when driving in the center of any legal lane. 
4. Minor gaps are permitted in the required field of view caused by tree trunks, sign posts, or other narrow 

objects if they could not conceal a small automobile. 
 

The proposed fencing is allowed for rear yards areas and perimeter fences, provided it is not located in the front setback 
area of the property. (The fence will need to be installed at least seven feet from the front property line in order to be out 
of the front setback of seven feet.) The proposed fencing is similar to other fences that have been allowed in the HR zone 
for the purposes of security or keeping livestock. (None of the previously approved fences have been located within a front 
yard setback area.)  

 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of installing a horse fence along the west edge of the property abutting an irrigation 

ditch.   
• The subject property is zoned Historical Residential (HR) 
• The proposed installation will be consistent with the Code. 

 
  

64



 
 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed fence would not be out of character with the area and voted 4 – 0 to 
recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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VIEW OF THE PROPERTY FROM CALLE DEL NORTE 

 
 

VIEW OF THE PROPERTY FROM THE  DITCH SHOWING THE PROPOSED FENCE LOCATION  
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMIT 060989 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 1/15/20] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
Items: 
Case 060989 – 2930 La Mesilla Circle, submitted by William and Amy Abruzzi; a request for a zoning permit to allow the 
construction of a 16 foot by 18 foot (224 square foot) storage shed on a residential property at this address. Zoned: Historical 
Residential (HR) 
 
This case was originally heard by the PZHAC on December 2, 2019 but was postponed in order to allow the 
applicants to be present to answer several questions that the PZHAC had. The applicants will be present at this 
meeting. 
  
Description of Request: 
The applicants would like to construct a 14-foot by 16-foot (224 square feet) tool shed/storage building near the eastern side 
of their residential property. The proposed structure will be 5 feet from the side property line, over 50 feet from the rear 
property line and will be set on the opposite side of the property from the dwelling over 100 feet from the dwelling.   
 
The shed will be used for garden items and household items including three motorcycles to be stored when the applicants 
are away. There will be a 12- foot wide roll up garage door on the west side of the shed facing the dwelling, two small 
windows on the sides of the shed, and a security door on the south side of the shed. The shed will have a pitched roof with 
a total height of between 11 and 12 feet. Run-off will be retained on the property. The shed will have electrical wiring that 
will be used for two security lights attached to the shed and possible interior lighting. There will be no plumbing. The shed 
will be finished to match the color and style of the existing dwelling. 
 
Estimated Cost: @ $8000.00 
 
Consistency with the Code:  
Photos of the property and diagrams of the proposed shed are attached. According to the applicant, the shed will be stuccoed 
to match the dwelling and the color chosen will be the same as used for the existing dwelling, which is compatible with the 
surrounding properties. Since the dwelling is in a Historic zoning district, the following section of the Code applies: 
 

18.33.080 Historical appropriateness permit. 
A. Identification. A permit for a certificate of historical appropriateness shall be required before any of the following 
actions or work is undertaken: new construction, exterior alteration, demolition or removal. All work or acts of new 
construction or exterior alteration requiring a permit for a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the design 
criteria established by the precedent styles within the development zone of the proposed work. 

 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work, when finished, will be consistent with all other zoning 
requirements for this property. Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is 
consistent with the all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of constructing a 224 square foot tool and storage shed on this property.  
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed shed would not be out of character with the nature of other structures 
in the area and voted 4 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 71
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PHOTOS OF THE PROPERTY FROM THE ENTRANCE TO THE PROPERTY 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
SIGN REQUEST 

[PZHAC REVIEW] 
“Agave Artists” 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
Item: 
Case 061001 – 2250 Calle de San Albino, submitted by Wendy Weir for “Agave Artists’; a request for a sign permit to 
allow a hanging sign for an art gallery at this address. Zoned: General Historical Commercial (HC) 
 
Description of Work to be Done:  
The applicant would like to install a rectangular two-sided projecting sign that will be 2 feet by 2-1/2  feet (5 square feet) 
in size  and project from the wall of the applicant’s building (see attached diagram and photos). The sign will have a white 
letters on a dark green background (see attached example).  
 
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will be consistent with the following Section of the Sign Code (Chapter 18.65) that specifically applies to this 
project. 
 
18.65.150 Projecting signs. 

A. No projecting sign may rise above the level of the first story of the building to which it is attached. All 
projecting signs must be at least seven feet above sidewalk or ground level, and must be located within the 
central one-third of the facade length so as not to obstruct neighboring signs. 

 [The sign will meet these requirements.] 
B. Projecting signs shall be limited in area as follows: 

1. A maximum of four feet projecting from the wall of the building; 
[The sign will project less than 3 feet from the building.] 
2. A maximum of eight square feet of total sign space including frame. Both sides of a projecting sign may be 

used for advertisement. 
[The sign will be 5 square feet in size.] 

C. The supporting structure of any projecting sign must be of adequate strength so as to have no need for guy-
wires or wire reinforcement. [Ord. 94-08; prior code § 11-3-15] 

 [There will be no supporting wires.] 
 

Findings of Fact: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of installing a 2 by 2.5 foot (5 square feet) per side two sided hanging sign on the side 

of an art gallery at this address.  
• The subject property is zoned Historical Commercial (HC) 
• The proposed sign will not have negative impacts on the surrounding businesses in the area. 
• The proposed sign will be consistent with the Code. 

  
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed sign would not be out of character with the nature of the area and 
voted 4– 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PHOTO FROM CALLE DE SAN ALBINO SAHOWING PROPOSED SIGN LOCATION 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
SIGN REQUEST 

[PZHAC REVIEW] 
“Salon de Mesilla”  

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
Item: 
Case 061002 – 1701 Calle de Mercado #6, submitted by Jenna Emerick for “Salon de Mesilla LLC”; a request for sign 
permit to allow a wall sign for beauty salon at this address. Zoned: General Commercial (C) 
 
Description of Work to be Done:  
The applicant would like to install the name of the salon in dark painted lettering above the front door of the business (see 
attached diagram). The sign will just consist of the lettering with no other signs or logos at this time.   
 
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will be consistent with the following Section of the Sign Code (Chapter 18.65) that specifically applies to this 
project. 
 
18.65.140 Wall signs. 

A. Wall Sign Area. 
1. Within the Historical Commercial (H-C) zone, the wall sign area, on any given house or building, shall in 

no case exceed 10 percent of any wall area including apertures or 15 square feet, whichever is less. 
Dimensions of painted signs or graphics with no frame shall be determined by measuring the extent of the 
painted sign or graphic horizontally and vertically and calculating the area. 

[N/A] 
2. Within the Commercial (C) zone, the wall sign area on any given house or building shall in no case exceed 

10 percent of any wall area including apertures or 25 square feet, whichever is less. Dimensions of painted 
signs or graphics with no frame shall be determined by measuring the extent of the painted sign or graphic 
horizontally and vertically and calculating the area. 

[The sign will be less than 25 square feet in size.] 
B. No wall sign shall be permitted to be more than six inches thick. All wall signs shall be safely and securely 

attached to the building wall. [Ord. 2008-04 § 9; Ord. 2003-05 § 3; Ord. 2000-02 § 1; Ord. 94-08; prior code 
§ 11-3-14] 

 [The letters will be less than 6 inches thick.] 
 

Findings of Fact: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of installing the business name in lettering above the front entrance to the business.   
• The subject property is zoned General Commercial (C) 
• The proposed sign will not have negative impacts on the surrounding businesses in the area. 
• The proposed sign will be consistent with the Code. 

  
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed sign would not be out of character with the nature of the area and 
voted 4– 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PHOTO FROM CALLE DE MERCADO 
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TOWN OF MESILLA 
BOARD ACTION FORM 

ITEM: 
Approval of ordinance 2020-01: a ordinance to be named chapter 

10.15 off-highway motor vehicles

BACKGROUND: 
A public hearing and first reading was held January 13th.  

BOT ACTION: 
Approve 
Approve with changes 
Deny 

Reviewed by: Cynthia S-Hernandez Town Clerk/Treasurer Email: cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING & INTENT TO RECOMMEND ADOPTION  
OF ORDINANCE 2020-01: AN ORDINANCE TO BE CALLED CHAPTER 10.15 -

ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR RECREATIONAL OFF HIGHWAY MOTOR 
VEHICLES 

The Board of Trustees (BOT) will hold a public hearing on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the board room of the Mesilla Town Hall, 2231 Avenida de Mesilla.  The purpose of the hearing was to 
take public comments on the proposed ordinance 2020-01 to be called Chapter 10.15 Recreational Off 
Highway Motor Vehicles - adopting regulations for recreational off highway motor vehicles on Town 
owned roads.   

As part of their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, January 27, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., the BOT will 
consider recommending the adoption of ordinance 2020-01 adopting an ordinance to be called Chapter 
10.15 Recreational Off Highway Motor Vehicles – adopting regulations for recreational off highway motor 
vehicles on Town owned roads.  Copies of the proposed ordinance change can be found on the Town of 
Mesilla website www.mesillanm.gov or by calling (575) 524-3262. 

******* 
Posted on 12/30/19 on the following locations: Town Clerk’s Office 2231 Avenida de Mesilla, Public 

Safety Building 2670 Calle de Parian, Mesilla Community Center 2251 Calle de Santiago, Shorty’s Food 
Mart 2290 Avenida de Mesilla, Ristramnn Chile Co., 2531 Avenida de Mesilla and the U.S. Post Office 

2253 Calle de Parian. 
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ORDINANCE 2020-01 

Chapter 10.15 
OFF HIGHWAY MOTOR VEHICLES* 

Be it ordained by the Board of Trustees that: 

Section 1: 

10.15.010    Short title. 

10.15.020    Authority, purpose and goals. 

10.15.030    Definitions. 

10.15.040    Operation on paved streets, multi-use trails and highways owned and controlled 

by the Town of Mesilla. 

10.15.050    Public safety off-highway motor vehicles. 

10.15.060    Speed limit. 

10.15.070    Passengers. 

10.15.080    Obedience to traffic laws required. 

10.15.090    Severability. 

10.15.100    Penalties. 

10.15.010 Short title. 

This chapter may be cited as the off-highway motor vehicle ordinance of the Town of Mesilla.   

10.15.020 Authority, purpose and goals. 

A. Authority. This chapter is adopted pursuant to the enabling provisions of Sections 3-13-3 and 3-17-

1 NMSA 1978, as amended. The New Mexico Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Act of 2005 and subsequent 

legislation in 2009 were designed to protect the safety of Off-Highway Vehicles (OHV) users and ensure 

responsible and sensitive use of OHVs on public lands.   Sections 66-3-1001 through 66-3-1016 [and 66-

3-1017 through 66-3-1020] NMSA 1978, q.v.  

B. Purpose. The purpose of this article is to allow the operation of off-highway motor vehicles on a paved 
street or highway owned and controlled by the Town of Mesilla within the county of Doña Ana, as 
authorized in this chapter. 

C. Goals. The goals of this chapter are to: 

 1. Protect the citizens of the town and their property; and 
 
 2. Regulate the legal and safe operation of Off-Highway Motor Vehicles within the boundary of 

the Town of Mesilla. 
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10.15.030 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following words, terms, phrases, and their derivations shall have the following 

meanings:  

A. “Off-highway motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle designed by the manufacturer for operation 
exclusively off the highway or road and includes: 

 1. An all-terrain vehicle;   

 2. A recreational off-highway vehicle; 

3. Off Highway Motorcycle; or 

 3. By rule of the Department of Game and Fish, any other vehicles that may enter the market that 
 fit the general profile of vehicles operated off the highway for recreational purposes. 

B. All-terrain vehicle," which means a motor vehicle 50 inches or less in width, having an unladen dry 
weight of 1,000 pounds or less, traveling on three or more low-pressure tires and having a seat designed 
to be straddled by the operator and handlebar-type steering control 

C. “Off-highway motorcycle”, which means a motor vehicle traveling on not more than two tires and 
having a seat designed to be straddled by the operator and that has handlebar-type steering control; 

D. "Recreational off-highway vehicle," which means a motor vehicle designed for travel on four or more 
non-highway tires, for recreational use by one or more persons, and having: 

 1. A steering wheel for steering control; 

 2. Non-straddle seating; 

 3. Maximum speed capability greater than 25 miles per hour; 

 4. Gross vehicle weight rating no greater than 1,750 pounds; 

 5. Less than 80 inches in overall width, exclusive of accessories; 

 6. Engine displacement of less than 1,000 cubic centimeters; and 

 7. Identification by means of a seventeen-character vehicle identification number; or 

E. By rule of the Department of Game and Fish, any other vehicles that may enter the market that fit the 
general profile of vehicles operated off the highway for recreational purposes. 

F. “Staging area” means a parking lot, trailhead or other location to or from which an off-highway motor 
vehicle is transported so that it may be placed into operation or removed from operation; and 

G. “Unpaved public roadway” means a dirt graveled street or road that is constructed, signed and 
maintained for regular passenger-car use by the general public. 

10.15.040 Operation on paved streets, multi-use trails or highways owned and controlled by the 

town of Mesilla. 

A. A person shall not operate an off-highway motor vehicle on any: 

 1. Limited-access highway or freeway at any time; or 

2. Any State Highway within the Town of Mesilla including: Avenida de Mesilla, Snow Road, Motel 
Blvd., Union Avenue or University Avenue; or 
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 3. Paved street, multi-use trail or highway except as provided in Subsection B, C, or D of this 
section. 

B. Off-highway motor vehicles may cross streets or highways, except limited-access highways or 
freeways, if the crossings are made after coming to a complete stop prior to entering the roadway. Off-
highway motor vehicles shall yield the right of way to oncoming traffic and shall begin a crossing only 
when it can be executed safely and then cross in the most direct manner as close to a perpendicular 
angle as possible. 

C. A recreational off-highway vehicle or an all-terrain vehicle may be operated on a paved street owned 
and controlled by the Town of Mesilla if: 

 1. The vehicle has one or more headlights and one or more taillights that comply with the Off-
 Highway Motor Vehicle Act; (NMSA 1978, §§ 66-3-1010.3) 

 2. The vehicle has brakes, mirrors and mufflers;  

 3. The operator has valid driver's licenses or permits as required under the Motor Vehicle Code 
 and off-highway motor vehicle safety permits as required under the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
 Act; (NMSA 1978, §§ 66-3-1010) 

 4.  The operator is insured in compliance with the provisions of the Mandatory Financial   
 Responsibility Act (NMSA 1978, §§ 66-5-201 through 66-5-239); 

 5. The operator of the vehicle is using eye protection that complies with the Off-Highway Motor 
 Vehicle Act; and 

 6. If the operator is under 18 years of age, the operator is wearing a safety helmet that complies 
 with the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Act. (NMSA 1978, §§ 66-3-1010.3) 

D. Except for sections of the Motor Vehicle Code that are in conflict with the licensing and equipment 
requirements of the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Act, any operator using an off-highway motor vehicle on a 
paved street or highway shall be subject to the requirements and penalties for operators of moving and 
parked vehicles under the Motor Vehicle Code. (NMSA 1978, §§ 66) 

10.15.050 Public Safety off-highway motor vehicles. 

A. An off-highway vehicle or an all-terrain vehicle may be operated on a paved street, multi-use trail or 
highway owned and controlled by the Town of Mesilla if operated by Town Staff on official town business.  
Such authorization includes emergency response to reported or actual emergencies. 

10.15.060 Speed limit. 

A. The Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Act allows the town to establish separate speed limits for off-highway 
motor vehicles. The speed limits shall be as follows: 

B. The speed limit for all-terrain vehicles operated within the town shall be 25 miles per hour or the posted 
speed limit, whichever is less. If the posted speed limit is higher than 25 miles per hour, the operator shall 
operate the all-terrain vehicle on the extreme right-hand side of the roadway. 

C. The speed limit for off-highway vehicles operated within the town shall be 25 miles per hour or the 
posted speed limit, whichever is less. 

10.15.070 Passengers. 

A. The Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Act allows the town to establish operating restrictions for off-highway 
motor vehicles. The operating restrictions shall be as follows: 
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B. A person operating a off-highway vehicle shall ride only upon the permanent and regular seat attached 
thereto and such operator shall not carry any other person nor shall any other person ride on a 
recreational off-highway vehicle unless such vehicle is designed to carry more than one person, if 
designed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly attached to the recreational off-highway vehicle at 
the rear of the operator. 

C. A person under the age of 18 shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle while carrying a passenger. 

D. A person shall ride an all-terrain vehicle only while sitting astride the seat, facing forward, with one leg 
on either side of the off-highway motor vehicle. 

E. No person shall ride upon an all-terrain vehicle while carrying any package, bundle, or other article 
which prevents him from keeping both hands on the handlebars. 

F. No operator shall carry any person, nor shall any person ride, in a position that will interfere with the 
operation of the all-terrain vehicle or the view of the operator. 

10.15.080 Obedience to traffic laws required. 

A. Any person operating an off-highway motor vehicle shall obey all traffic laws, rules and regulations and 
shall be subject to the provisions of NMSA 1978, Articles 1 through 8 of Chapter 66. 

10.15.090:  Severability. 

A. In the event that any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or other portion of this article is found by 
any Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, it is the intent of the Board of Trustees that the remaining 
portions of the article be given full force and effect. It is the expressed intent of the Board of Trustees to 
adopt each section, phrase, paragraph, and word of this article separately. 

10.15.100:  Penalties. 

Any person who shall violate this chapter shall upon conviction be punished by a fine of not less than 
$5.00 nor more than $500.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment at the discretion of the municipal judge.  

SECTION 2. Repealer 
All ordinances or resolutions, or part therefore, inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent only of such inconsistency. This repealer shall not be construed to revive 
any ordinance or resolution. 
 
SECTION 3. Effective Date 
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect, five (5) days after this approval, adoption and 
publication as provided by law. 
 
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 27 day of January 2020. 

_____________________________ 

Mayor 
Town of Mesilla 

ATTEST:  

 

By: _________________________ 

Town Clerk/Treasurer 
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TOWN OF MESILLA 
BOARD ACTION FORM 

ITEM: 
Appointment of a Mayor Pro-Tem to serve for one year pursuant to MTC 

2.15.060 

BACKGROUND: 
Per MTC 2.15.060.  The Board must agree upon and approve a Mayor Pro-tem to serve for one   

year. 

BOT ACTION: 
Approve 
Approve with changes 
Deny 

Reviewed by: Cynthia S-Hernandez Town Clerk/Treasurer Email: cynthias-h@mesillanm.gov 

This section was changed when the Trustees approved the Local Elections Act.
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