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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A WORK 
SESSION ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019 AT 5:00 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF 
THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA. 

1. Discussion: Revisions to the Town of Mesilla Personnel Rules and Regulations Handbook. – 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 
 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF MESILLA WILL HOLD A REGULAR 
MEETING ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM OF 
THE MESILLA TOWN HALL, 2231 AVENIDA DE MESILLA. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 

4. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 

5. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one 
motion the following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is 
marked with an asterisk *): 

a) *BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Work Session & Regular Meeting on November 12, 2019. 
b) * For Acknowledgement: termination of contract regarding the Town of Mesilla Arson 

Dog program. 

c) *PZHAC Case 060979 – 2305 Calle de Colon, submitted by Gerard Nevarez, a request for 
a zoning permit to allow the addition of a sunroom to an existing dwelling at this 
address.  Zoned: Historic Residential (HR). 

d) *PZHAC Case 060982 – 2184 Avenida de Mesilla, submitted by Eric Serna for 
Eleda Guggiana; a request to discuss plans to renovate a dwelling at this address. 
(Case 060982) Zoned: Historic Commercial (HC). 

e) *PZHAC Case 060986 – 1750 Calle de Mercado, submitted by Melissa Roybal for 
“United Country Real Estate – Revolution LLC”; a request for zoning permit to 
allow a wall sign for a real estate office at this location. Zoned: General Commercial 
(C). 

6. OLD BUSINESS: 

a) PZHAC Case 060968 – SW corner of Calle de Colon and Calle de Tercera; submitted by 
Samuel Kane; a request for a zoning permit to allow the construction of four units on a 
property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR). 

b) *PZHAC Case 060973 – Immediately adjacent to the east side of 2138 Calle del Sur 
submitted by Davie and Kelly Salas; a request for a zoning permit to allow the construction 
of two units on a property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR). 
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7. NEW BUSINESS: 

a) Resolution 2019-26: A resolution by the Board of Trustees acting on a 120-day 
Moratorium regarding multifamily housing in the Historic Residential Zone.  – Nora L. 
Barraza, Mayor. 

b) For Approval: A stipend for Lieutenant Salas for temporary assignment of duties. - Nora 
L. Barraza, Mayor. 

8. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS  

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
NOTICE: 

If you need an accommodation for a disability to enable you to fully participate in the hearing or 
meeting, please contact us at 524-3262 at least one week prior to the meeting. The Mayor and Trustees 
request that all cell phones be turned off or set to vibrate. Members of the audience are requested to step 
outside the Board Room to respond to or to conduct a phone conversation. A copy of the agenda packet 
can be found online at www.mesillanm.gov.  

Posted 11/22/19 at the following locations: Town Clerk’s Office 2231 Avenida de Mesilla, Public 
Safety Building 2670 Calle de Parian, Mesilla Community Center 2251 Calle de Santiago, Shorty’s Food 
Mart 2290 Avenida de Mesilla, Ristramnn Chile Co., 2531 Avenida de Mesilla and the U.S. Post Office 
2253 Calle de Parian. 
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 6 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 7 

TOWN OF MESILLA 8 
WORK SESSION 9 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2019 10 
5:00 P.M. 11 

 12 
TRUSTEES:  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 13 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 14 
   Carlos Arzabal, Trustee  (absent) 15 
   Jesus Caro, Trustee  16 
   Veronica Garcia, Trustee 17 
 18 
STAFF:  Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 19 
   Gloria Maya, Recorder 20 
 21 
PUBLIC: 22 
 23 
 24 

1. Discussion: Revisions to the Town of Mesilla Personnel Rules and Regulations Handbook. – 25 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 26 

Mayor Barraza reviewed changes, definitions and deletions discussed at the last worksession.   27 

 28 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated there should be compensation at the higher salary level or a 29 
percentage for additional duties.   30 

 31 

Mayor Barraza asked if a decision can be made when it comes to the board for approval or should it be in 32 
policy.   She asked what the percentage would be based on.   33 

 34 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated it would come from the savings from the vacant position. 35 

 36 

Mayor Barraza responded there is no savings if the person resigning is paid vacation leave.   37 

 38 

Mayor Barraza stated salaries are budgeted so when an employee leaves and is paid up to 160 hours of 39 
vacation leave (four weeks) we are in the red if a replacement is hired within the four weeks.   40 

 41 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated we should not penalize someone doing extra duties. 42 

 43 
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Mayor Barraza agreed they should be compensated in some form.  She asked if it would be 5% of the 1 
annual salary or the hourly rate of the employee.   2 

 3 

Ms. Maya responded add 5% to the hourly rate. 4 

 5 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez asked if the leave would change. 6 

 7 

Mayor Barraza responded no since it is a temporary assignment. 8 

 9 

Mayor Barraza stated a worksession will be held before our next board meeting to work on the actual 10 
handbook.   She asked if there are other definitions that need to be worked on; red, blue and green 11 
corrections were made by Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez and Cody.   12 

 13 

Worksession closed at 5:45 p.m. 14 

 15 

 16 

  17 
 18 
  19 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1 
TOWN OF MESILLA 2 

REGULAR MEETING 3 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2019 4 

6:00 P.M. 5 
 6 
 7 
TRUSTEES:  Nora L. Barraza, Mayor 8 
   Stephanie Johnson-Burick, Mayor Pro Tem 9 
   Carlos Arzabal, Trustee   10 
   Jesus Caro, Trustee  11 
   Veronica Garcia, Trustee 12 
 13 
STAFF:  Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Town Clerk/Treasurer 14 
   Kevin Hoban, Fire Chief 15 
   Ron McGillivray, Public Works Director 16 
   Enrique Salas, Lieutenant  17 
   Gloria Maya, Recorder 18 
 19 
PUBLIC:  Andrew Wray  Valerie Sherman 20 
   Davie Salas  Susan Krueger 21 
 22 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 23 

Mayor Barraza led the Pledge of Allegiance. 24 

 25 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 26 
Roll Call. 27 
Present: Mayor Barraza, Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick, Trustee Arzabal, Trustee Garcia. 28 

 29 

3. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA & APPROVAL 30 
Motion: To approve agenda, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 31 
 32 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 33 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 34 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 35 
Trustee Caro   Yes 36 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 37 

 38 

4. PRESENTATION: 39 

a) A Presentation from the Mesilla Valley Planning Organization. – Andrew Wray, MPO 40 

Ms. Sherman gave a presentation from the Mesilla Valley Planning Organization.  41 

 42 

Mayor Barraza stated there is no communication between New Mexico Department of Transportation 43 
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(NMDOT) and Las Cruces Public Schools.  She stated there is working being done at Rio Grande Prep 1 
Institute for student pickup and drop off.  Our law enforcement has concerns with traffic back up and the 2 
exiting from the area; NMDOT agrees but has indicated the schools do whatever they want.  Sunland Park 3 
Mayor Perea is working on getting the Port of Entry to become a reality which will affect the MPO and 4 
stakeholders. The City of Las Cruces has trails on their ICIP and is asking Dona Ana County and the 5 
Town of Mesilla for their support by passing a resolution on the MOVE trail which is on this evening’s 6 
agenda.  We would each give $125K through our legislators; the City of Las Cruces will be responsible 7 
for maintenance.  What can we do to consolidate all the loops?   8 

 9 

5. PUBLIC INPUT – The public is invited to address the Board for up to 3 minutes. 10 

Ms. Krueger recommended placing a moratorium on construction of apartments in the historic zone until 11 
everyone has had the opportunity to review the ordinance and how it should be applied.    12 

 13 

6. *APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA – (The Board will be asked to approve by one 14 
motion the following items of recurring or routine business. The Consent Agenda is 15 
marked with an asterisk *): 16 

Motion: To approve consent agenda, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Trustee Garcia. 17 
 18 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 19 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 20 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 21 
Trustee Caro   Yes 22 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 23 

 24 

a) *BOT Minutes – Minutes of a Work Session & Regular Meeting on October 28TH, 2019.   25 
Approved by consent agenda 26 

   27 
7. NEW BUSINESS: 28 

a) Resolution 2019-24: A resolution designating the 2020 official Holidays for the Town of 29 
Mesilla. – Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez, Clerk/Treasurer. 30 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez stated the Holiday list is in their packets.   31 

 32 

Motion: To approve Resolution 2019-24: A resolution designating the 2020 official Holidays for the 33 
Town of Mesilla, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick. 34 
 35 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 36 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 37 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 38 
Trustee Caro   Yes 39 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 40 
 41 

b)  Resolution 2019-25:  A resolution supporting the City of Las Cruces’ Southwestern Dona 42 
Ana MOVE trail project.  – Nora L. Barraza, Mayor.   43 

Mayor Barraza read resolution.  She stated the Town of Mesilla, Memorial Medical Center, Mountain 44 
View Hospital, Dona Ana County and Paso del Norte Community Foundation have met to discuss 45 
funding for the trail.   The City of Las Cruces has designated money for the trail on their ICIP and will 46 
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provide 100% of the maintenance.   1 
 2 
Motion: To approve Resolution 2019-25: A resolution supporting the City of Las Cruces’ Southwestern 3 
Dona Ana MOVE trail project, Moved by Trustee Arzabal, Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-4 
Burick. 5 
 6 
Roll Call Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes =4). 7 
Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick   Yes 8 
Trustee Arzabal   Yes 9 
Trustee Caro   Yes 10 
Trustee Garcia   Yes 11 
 12 
Mayor Barraza asked Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez to place the moratorium on all construction for apartments 13 
and buildings on the agenda for the next meeting.  14 
 15 
Trustee Arzabal asked if a moratorium would apply to applicants that have started the process or for new 16 
applicants.   17 
 18 
Mayor Barraza responded it will be for new applicants.   19 
 20 

8. *STAFF REPORTS: 21 

Community Development 22 
Community Programs 23 
Finance Department 24 
Fire Department 25 
Marshal’s Department 26 
Public Works Department 27 
 28 

9. BOARD OF TRUSTEE COMMITTEE REPORTS 29 

Trustee Garcia stated she will not attend the MPO meeting tomorrow.   30 

Trustee Arzabal stated CEO meeting is scheduled for December 13th in Hatch.   31 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated MPO meeting tomorrow at 1:30 p.m. at the City of Las Cruces 32 
Council Chambers.   33 

Mayor Barraza stated she attended Safety Training in Albuquerque, the US/Mexico Border Summit in 34 
San Diego.  Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez will be assigning town email address to all trustees through the 35 
Town of Mesilla which is strongly advised by Risk Management.  Trustees will not be allowed to use 36 
personal emails for business correspondence. If the board would like the town can purchase small iPads 37 
for correspondence.  The Veteran’s Day Ceremony was well attended and one of the best the town has 38 
had.    39 

10. BOARD OF TRUSTEE/STAFF COMMENTS 40 

Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated the Veteran’s Day Ceremony was very nicely done.  She read the 41 
county’s policy on community center rentals.   She stated the exercise class does not charge.   42 

Mayor Barraza responded Pilates group does have a fee or a donation amount which they pay Ms. Kane.     43 

 44 
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Mayor Pro Tem Johnson-Burick stated it would be at no charge; this is for information. 1 

Trustee Arzabal stated it nice to see the filming being done in Mesilla.  He believes this is the first project 2 
from Las Cruces Public Schools that did not come to the board for approval.  He agrees there needs to be 3 
more communication to hear concerns.   4 

 Trustee Garcia stated the Native American Market was a nice event.  She and Officer Rivera were 5 
working on the signs for the schools and were told by Mr. Shannon that it needed to go through the 6 
process.  She now noticed all the signs have been redone.    7 

Mayor Barraza stated we cannot dictate what the schools can do.  There is communication between other 8 
parties and Law enforcement voiced their concerns; they did not take their recommendation.  We asked if 9 
LCPS had gotten approval from NMDOT and were told they had not.  LCPS did not listen to our 10 
concerns.  She met with Dr. Sanchez regarding our issues and concerns.  The Town of Mesilla does not 11 
get recognition regarding the filming everything is Las Cruces.  She will be looking for grant money to 12 
hire an instructor which will be paid through the town for the Pilates classes; there would be a fee for the 13 
class.  She is looking at completing updating the Personnel Handbook by December.  She and Ms. 14 
Stoehner-Hernandez will be attending the National League of Cities Summit in San Antonio next week.  15 
MPO meeting this week, Mesilla Leadership Academy ribbon cutting ceremony will be on Friday.   16 

Ms. Stoehner-Hernandez responded we can ask Ms. Sellers to reach out to the filming companies.    17 

11. ADJOURNMENT 18 
 19 

The Town of Mesilla Trustees unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting.  (Summary:  Yes-4) 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT  7:01 P.M. 
 
APPROVED THIS 25th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2019. 

 
 
 
                ___________________________________________ 
     Nora L. Barraza 
     Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

___________________________________ 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
Town Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
 

8

DRAFT



1

Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez

From: kevin hoban <kevinhoban@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 9:13 AM
To: Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez
Cc: Nora Barraza
Subject: Fw: Letter of Resignation 

Per your request. 
 
On HIS Shift  
Kevin Hoban  
Chief, Mesilla Fire Department 
"Omnes domum cedite" 

In an emergency always dial 9‐1‐1.  Non‐emergencies can be reported at (575)526‐0795. 
This message is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U. S. C. SS 2510-2521 

and is legally privileged.  
This electronic message transmission, which includes all pages and/or attachments transmitted with 
it, may contain confidential or privileged information and is only intended for the individual or entity 

named above. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, please be aware that you have 
received this email in error and any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this 

information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately destroy it 
and all attachments and notify us immediately by telephone at (575) 523-1311. 

 
 
________________________________________ 
From:  K.C. Preshá  <mesillaprevention@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2019 7:41 PM 
To: kevin hoban 
Cc: K. C. Alberg 
Subject: Letter of Resignation 
 
Chief Hoban: 
 
Good evening, sir. 
 
I hereby resign (as does my partner, K‐9 “Aspen”) from the Mesilla Fire Department, effective Monday, 11/25/2019.  We 
will terminate our participation in the ADC contract on that date; and concomitantly, I will retire as a volunteer 
firefighter on the same date. 
 
Thank you for everything.  It’s been a pleasure working with you. 
 
P.S.:  I request a copy of my training file, including FA/CPR/AED and DDC. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
K.C. PRESHÁ, CAS, FM, NMCEM, CFEI 
Fire Marshal/K‐9 Handler 
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Peace Officer 
Mesilla Fire Department 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMITS 060979 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 11/18/2018] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision was based on information presented during the Work Session – Item 2) 
 
 
 
Items: 
Case 060979 – 2305 Calle de Colon, submitted by Gerard Nevarez; a request for a zoning permit to allow the addition of a 
sunroom to an existing dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 
 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed addition to the existing dwelling is architecturally appropriate or acceptable for the 
zoning of the area as proposed, or if an alternate solution is arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that 
all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings 
stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed addition to the existing dwelling would not be architecturally 
appropriate or acceptable to the zoning of the area, and no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either 
postpone the request further until the applicant can return with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; 
or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $20,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed addition, when finished, will be consistent with other development in 
the Historic Residential zoning district.  Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, 
is consistent with the all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of adding a sunroom to an existing dwelling at this address.  
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed renovations meet all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC OPTIONS: 
1. Recommend approval of the application to the BOT.   
2. Recommend approval of the application to the BOT with conditions.  
3. Reject the application. 
 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed addition would not be out of character with the nature of other 
structures in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
NOVEMBER 18, 2019 

ITEM 2 
 

Submitted by Gerard Nevarez; a request to discuss plans to add a sunroom to an existing dwelling at 2305 Calle de 
Segunda. (Case 060979) Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
This request was originally scheduled to be heard at the November 4 PZHAC meeting but was postponed due to 
lack of a quorum present to make a determination on the request once Commissioner Nevarez recused himself 
from voting.  
 
The purpose of this request is to allow the applicant to add a 255 square foot sunroom addition to the side of a residence 
at this address. The addition will be on the southeast side of the dwelling and will be completed in the same style as the 
rest of the dwelling (see attached elevations). The addition will consist of a 255 square foot frame and stucco structure 
with electricity. The height of the addition will be the same height as the existing dwelling. (see attached elevations). 
The addition will be located at least seven feet from the side property line (three feet is required). The proposed structure 
will be finished to match the dwelling and will not be out of character with the property or the area.  
 
The applicant has been informed that a building permit will be required from the State (CID) if the proposed addition is 
approved by the Town and that the applicable building codes used by CID will need to be met. The proposed addition 
will not be allowed to block any bedroom windows along this side of the dwelling that are required for emergency egress 
from the bedroom. 
 
Estimated Cost: @ 26,000.00 
   
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CODE: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work will not result in any changes to the structure that will affect 
its character and impacts on the surrounding properties, and that the work will be consistent with the following sections of 
the Code: 

Chapter 18.33 – Historic Preservation 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 
A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic buildings and its historic 
districts are among its most valued and important assets. The board finds that some buildings having historical, 
architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been neglected, altered or destroyed notwithstanding the feasibility 
of preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate consideration of the irreplaceable loss 
to the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character of Mesilla is of vital importance in 
maintaining the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and the buildings in its historic district can be 
preserved, rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the 
owners of property.  
 
B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and use of historic 
landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they have a special character or a 
special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders of the history and 
heritage of this town, state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that this chapter is required in 
the interest of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. The board declares as a matter of 
public policy that the identification and designation of historic landmarks and historic districts and the approval or 
disapproval of exterior changes to designated property or their demolition or relocation or new construction on the 
site are stated to be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 
 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed renovations and will be 
available to answer any questions that may arise. 
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PHOTO OF DWELLING FROM CALLE SEGUNDO SHOWING REAR OF PROPERTY  

 
 

PHOTO OF DWELLING FROM CALLE SEGUNDO 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMITS 060982 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 11/18/2019] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision was based on information presented during the Work Session – Item 4) 
 
 
Items: 
Case 060982 – 2184 Avenida de Mesilla, submitted by Eric Serna for Eleda Guggiana; a request to discuss plans to renovate 
a dwelling at this address. (Case 060982) Zoned: Historic Commercial (HC) 
  
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed renovation will be acceptable for the zoning of the property, or if an alternate solution 
is arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC 
should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed renovation will not be acceptable to the zoning of the property, and 
no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return 
with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the 
request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $225,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work, when finished, will be consistent with the zoning requirements 
for this property. Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the 
all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of renovating an existing dwelling at this address.  
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed renovation would not be out of character with the nature of other 
structures in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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  PZHAC WORK SESSION 
NOVEMBER 18, 2019 

ITEM 4 
 

Submitted by Eric Serna for Eleda Guggiana; a request to discuss plans to renovate a dwelling at 2184 Avenida de 
Mesilla. (Case 060982) Zoned: Historic Commercial (HC). 
 
The purpose of this request is to allow the applicant to repair and restore an existing dwelling at this address. The 
renovation will consist of replacing all the exterior windows; repairing or replacing rotting wood facia boards and trim 
on the dwelling; repairing an replacing the front porch; removing an old chain link fence; and landscaping the yards 
around the dwelling. Additionally, work will also be done to renovate the interior of the dwelling (see attached scope of 
work). According to the applicant and owner, Ms. Guggiana, the work will consist of repairs and there will not be any 
changes to the structure or style of the dwelling.  
 
The structure is listed in the Historical Register for Mesilla (see attached Inventory and Description sheets take from the 
Historic Register) and was considered at the time the inventory was done (1979 – 1980) to be similar to other structures 
in the area and a contributing structure to the architectural character of the Town, but it had no historical significance 
itself. It appears that a substantial amount of work has been done to the structure over time. 
 
The applicant has been informed that a building permit will be required from the State (CID) if the proposed renovation 
is approved by the Town, and that the applicable building codes used by CID will need to be met. Since the proposed 
renovation will not result in any major changes to the structure, the work should not have any impacts on the nature of 
the surrounding properties. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CODE: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work will not result in any changes to the structure that will affect 
its character and impacts on the surrounding properties, and that the work will be consistent with the following sections of 
the Code: 

Chapter 18.33 – Historic Preservation 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 
A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic buildings and its historic 
districts are among its most valued and important assets. The board finds that some buildings having historical, 
architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been neglected, altered or destroyed notwithstanding the feasibility 
of preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate consideration of the irreplaceable loss 
to the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character of Mesilla is of vital importance in 
maintaining the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and the buildings in its historic district can be 
preserved, rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the 
owners of property.  
 
B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and use of historic 
landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they have a special character or a 
special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders of the history and 
heritage of this town, state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that this chapter is required in 
the interest of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. The board declares as a matter of 
public policy that the identification and designation of historic landmarks and historic districts and the approval or 
disapproval of exterior changes to designated property or their demolition or relocation or new construction on the 
site are stated to be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 
 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed renovations and will be 
available to answer any questions that may arise. 
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PHOTO OF PROPERTY FROM HIGHWAY 28 SHOWING FRONT PORCH 
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PHOTO OF PROPERTY FROM CALLE DEL NORTE 

 
 

PHOTO OF PROPERTY FROM ANDELE’S DOGHOUSE SHOWING FACIA BOARDS 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
SIGN REQUEST 

[PZHAC REVIEW] 
“United Country Real Estate – Revolution LLC” 

 
 STAFF ANALYSIS 

 
Item: 
Case 060986 – 1750 Calle de Mercado, submitted by Melissa Roybal for “United Country Real Estate – Revolution LLC”; 
a request for zoning permit to allow a wall sign for a real estate office at this location. Zoned: General Commercial (C) 
 
Description of Work to be Done:  
The applicant would like to install a six square foot wall sign on a commercial building at this address (see attached diagram 
and photo). The sign will have black lettering on a tan background (see attached example). The sign will be placed where 
a sign for a previous business in the building had been placed.     
 
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will be consistent with the following Sections of the Sign Code (Chapter 18.65) that specifically apply to this 
project. 
 
18.65.140 Wall signs. 

A. Wall Sign Area. 
1.  Within the Historical Commercial (H-C) zone, the wall sign area, on any given house or building, shall in 

no case exceed 10 percent of any wall area including apertures or 15 square feet, whichever is less. 
Dimensions of painted signs or graphics with no frame shall be determined by measuring the extent of the 
painted sign or graphic horizontally and vertically and calculating the area. 

 
2.  Within the Commercial (C) zone, the wall sign area on any given house or building shall in no case exceed 

10 percent of any wall area including apertures or 25 square feet, whichever is less. Dimensions of painted 
signs or graphics with no frame shall be determined by measuring the extent of the painted sign or graphic 
horizontally and vertically and calculating the area. 

 
B.  No wall sign shall be permitted to be more than six inches thick. All wall signs shall be safely and securely 

attached to the building wall. [Ord. 2008-04 § 9; Ord. 2003-05 § 3; Ord. 2000-02 § 1; Ord. 94-08; prior code 
§ 11-3-14] 

 
Findings of Fact: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of installing a 3- foot by 2-foot (6 square feet) wall sign on the side of a business at 

this address.  
• The subject property is zoned General Commercial (C) 
• The proposed sign will not have negative impacts on the surrounding businesses in the area. 
• The proposed sign will be consistent with the Code. 

  
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed sign would not be out of character with the nature of other structures 
in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PHOTO FROM CALLE DE MERCADO SHOWING SIGN LOCATION 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
ZONING PERMIT 060957 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 9/17/19] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

(PZHAC decision was based on information provided during the Work Session – Item 3) 

This case was originally scheduled to be heard by the BOT at their regularly scheduled meeting on October 14, 
2019 but was postponed in order to allow staff to provide additional information about the property to the BOT. 
That information, which was part of the write-up to the PZHAC, is included here as part of the PZHAC Work 
Session write-up. The applicant will also be available at the meeting to answer any questions that might arise.

Case 060957 – 2782 Calle de San Albino, submitted by John Wright; a request for a zoning permit to remodel and build 
an addition to a dwelling at. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR)  

Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the 
information provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 

If it is determined that the proposed addition is acceptable to the Town as proposed, or if an alternate solution is arrived at, 
then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC should 
continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 

If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed addition is not be acceptable to the Town, and no other solution 
can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return with a proposal 
that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the request not meeting 
any or all of the Findings as listed.  

Estimated Cost: @ $67,000.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed addition be consistent with the requirements of the HR zoning 
district. Additionally, the PZHAC will need to determine that the request meets all other development and application 
requirements of the Code.  

The PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the 
Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 

Findings: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request.
• The proposed work consists of constructing an addition to dwelling on a residential property at this address.
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed addition meets all applicable Code requirements.

PZHAC OPTIONS: 
1. Recommend approval of the requested zoning permit to the BOT.
2. Recommend approval of the requested zoning permit to the BOT with conditions.
3. Reject the permit.

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC determined that the addition to the existing dwelling would not negatively change the character of 
the existing structure, and would not be out of character with the of the other dwellings nearby, and voted 3 – 0 
to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.
2. Approve the application with conditions.
3. Reject the application.

BOT ACTION:  42



PZHAC WORK SESSION 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 

ITEM 3 

Submitted by John Wright; a request to discuss plans to remodel and build an addition to a dwelling at 2782 Calle de San 
Albino. (Case 060957) Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

Mr Wright would like to discuss his plans to remodel and add additions to the dwelling at this address. He has been before 
the PZHAC in 2016 (Case 060455) for permission to construct alterations to a dwelling and a build a garage at this 
address.  Issues that resulted from the work approved at that time included the height of the resulting structure not being 
compatible with other structures in the area, and drainage onto the neighboring property to the north. To address the 
height issue, the applicant lowered the finished height of the garage by about 1.5 feet during construction of the garage. 
To address the drainage issue, the applicant came before the PZHAC in October of 2018 for a permit (Case 06774) to 
build an adobe wall along the north property line to hold back and redirect run-off from the property. In October of 2018 
the PZHAC decided to postpone a decision on a permit request to allow further renovations and additions to the dwelling 
(Case 060779) in order to allow the applicant to complete the adobe wall to address the drainage issue. Now that the 
adobe wall is complete,  the applicant would like to continue with the renovations and addition to the dwelling that had 
originally been proposed.  

The purpose of this permit request is to allow further alterations and additions to the existing structure. Mr. Wright is 
aware that he will need to ensure that any changes to the structure, along with any new construction on the property, will 
need to match and maintain the architectural style and character of the existing structure as set forth in the Historic 
Preservation section of the Code. He is also aware that the overall height of the structure with respect to other structures in 
the development zone will be a concern.  

The property is a 0.36 acre residential parcel that is bordered by Calle de San Albino, Calle de Santa ana, and Calle de 
Guadalupe. The property currently contains a single family dwelling and a large garage and workshop. The single family 
dwelling has a yard that is currently surrounded by an 8 foot high wall that connect with the walls of the dwelling. The 
applicant would like to enclose part of the open area with the existing walls of the structure (see site plan) to form an 
addition to the existing dwelling. The proposed addition will use part of this wall as an exterior wall for the addition and 
the wall will be increased in heigh to about 14.5 feet (see attached plans). Several windows will be added to the existing 
walls. Since the addition will be entirely within the existing walls of the structure and there will be no increase to the 
footprint of the walled structure other that connecting the exterior walll with the garage that had been added to the 
structure. 

Attached is the worksheet and description for the property from the Historic Register for the Town showing that the 
original dwelling contributes to the architectural character of the surrounding area. The Registry indicates that the 
dwelling was a small structure that was built about 1915. There have been substantial additions and changes to the 
structure since that time. Records of previous work that was done on the property are for repairs to a soffit and a 
repainting in 2006, as well as the addition of the garage in 2016. There are no records of other work or additions in the 
file. 

The County Assessor’s office indicates the dwelling was built in 1940, and lists the style of the house as “conventional”. 
The worksheet for the Historical Register for Mesilla states that the house was built in 1915, has a flat roof and parapet, 
and lists the architectural style as “adobe vernacular”.  When compared to the Yguado Plan, the house appears to have a 
“Territorial” style. 

In addtion to plans for the renovations and addition, photos that show the existing structure as well as structures on 
surrounding properties are also attached.  

Estimated Cost: @ 67,000.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed alterations and additions will be compatible with the surrounding 
properties, especially the development zone for the property, and that the proposed alterations will not change the style of 
the dwelling or have a negative effect on neighboring properties. 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, and to 
answer any questions that may arise. 43
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PHOTOS OF DWELLING 
FROM WEST SHOWING NEIGHBORING DWELLING TO THE NORTH 

 

FROM INTERSECTION OF CALLE DE SANTA ANA AND CALLE DE GUADALUPE 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLING LOOKING NORTH FROM CALLE DE SANTA ANA 
SHOWING PART OF WALL TO BE AFFECTED BY ADDITION 

 
 

FROM INTERSECTION OF CALLE DE SAN ALBINO AND CALLE DE SANTA ANA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLING 
LOOKING SOUTHWEST FROM CALLE DE SAN ALBINO 

 
 

LOOKING SOUTHWEST FROM CALLE DE SAN ALBINO AND CALLE DE CURA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 

 

 

 

 

  
56



PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE SURROUNDING AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS IN THE A SURROUNDING REA 
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BOT ACTION FORM 
BUILDING PERMITS 060968 

[PZHAC REVIEW – 10/7/2018] 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

(Decision to be based on information presented during the Work Session – Item 3) 

This case was originally scheduled to be heard by the BOT at their regularly scheduled meeting on October 14, 2019 but 
was postponed in order to allow staff to provide additional information about the property to the BOT. That information, which 
was part of the write-up to the PZHAC, is included here as part of the PZHAC Work Session write-up. The applicant will 
also be available at the meeting to answer any questions that might arise. 

Items: 
Case 060968 – SW corner of Calle de Colon and Calle de Tercera; submitted by Samuel Kane; a request for a zoning permit to allow 
the construction of four rental units on a property at this address. Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 

Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information provided in 
the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 

If it is determined that the proposed rental units will be acceptable for the zoning of the property, or if an alternate solution is arrived at, 
then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC should continue on to 
approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 

If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed rental units will not be acceptable to the zoning of the property, and no other 
solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return with a proposal that 
meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the request not meeting any or all of the 
Findings as listed.  

Estimated Cost: @ $410,000.00 

Consistency with the Code: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work, when finished, will be consistent with the zoning requirements for this 
property. Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of 
the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 

Findings that need to be made: 
• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT.
• The proposed work consists of constructing four rental units on a vacant property at this address.
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements.

PZHAC ACTION: 
The PZHAC determined that the proposed dwellings would not be out of character with the nature or the mixture of styles 
of the other dwellings in the area and voted 2 – 1 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
(Commissioner Nevarez voted against the proposal because he felt that “… four dwellings on one property would be too 
many.”) 

NOTE: 
18.06.070 PZHAC Meetings – Place – Quorum – Voting. 
C. A majority of the members of the planning, zoning and historical appropriateness commission shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business. (A quorum of the PZHAC was present.)
D. A motion shall carry upon the affirmative vote of the majority of the members of the planning, zoning and historical
appropriateness commission present at a meeting. [Ord. 2009-05 § 2] (The proposal was approved by a majority of the PZHAC
members present.)

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.
2. Approve the application with conditions.
3. Reject the application.

BOT ACTION: 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
OCTOBER 7, 2019 

ITEM 3 
 

Submitted by Samuel Kane, a request to discuss plans to construct four rental units on the southwest corner of Calle de 
Colon and Calle de Tercera (Case 060968) Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 
 
The applicant originally intended to use this property for his own residence and approached the PZHAC earlier this year 
with plans for a residence that was about 7000 square feet in size, including garage space and storage areas. While the 
proposed dwelling would have been impressive, the PZHAC determined that it would have been out of character with the 
surrounding properties according to Chapter 18.33 of the Code and did approve the plans. The applicant is now 
considering a more appropriate property for this residence and would like to use the property on Calle de Colon as a rental 
property containing four units that are smaller and are more similar to in size and style to the dwellings that exist on 
neighboring properties.  
 
The property, which is 0.42 acres (18,295 square feet) in size, is a vacant lot surrounded by developed lots that are 
typically about 0.25 or acres in size or smaller. There are several larger lots further away, but these lots are either 
landlocked or are used for agriculture and are not developed.  The developed properties are mostly occupied by one or 
two-family single-story dwellings that are typically less than 1500 square feet per dwelling.  There are four two story 
dwellings in the immediate area, but two of these (2360 Calle de Colon) are smaller than 1300 square feet, one (2670 
Calle Segunda) is about 2600 square feet, and one (2631 Calle Tercera) is about 4000 square feet. The dwelling at 2631 
Calle Tercera was built in the 1940’s, according to the Historic Register, and is not architecturally compatible with the 
area (see attached description from the Historical Register). The structures on the other two properties do not appear in 
the Historical Register and appear to have been built after the inventory of historical structures was conducted. There are 
no construction records on file for them. A similar two-story dwelling is located on Calle del Oeste, but this is at the 
edge of the zoning district and was built in a different development zone and is not in the development zone for this 
property. 
 
The applicant has hired an architect, Harold Denton, that is familiar with building dwellings in the area. Mr. Denton is the 
architect that designed the four dwellings that are on a similar sized property at 2217 and 2219 Cale de Parian (one block 
away). The layout of the property and the dwellings will be similar to the dwellings on Calle de Parian (see attached site 
pla and elevations). The dwellings will be one-story and about 1200 square feet in size each, which is similar to other 
dwellings in the area. 
 
Estimated Cost: @ 410,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed dwellings will be compatible with the surrounding properties, 
especially the development zone for the property, and that the proposed dwellings will be compatible with the Zoning 
Code for the area.  
 
The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, and to 
answer any questions that may arise. 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS IN THE AREA 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS IN THE AREA 
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 PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS IN THE AREA 
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PHOTOS OF DWELLINGS AT 2217, 2219 CALLE DE PARIAN 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMITS 060964 
[PZHAC REVIEW –10/21/2019] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision to be based on information presented during the Work Session – Part of Item 1) 
 
 
Items: 
Case 060964– 2655 Calle de Parian, William and Stephan McIlvaine; a request for a zoning permit to remove and replace 
fifteen windows on the main dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 
  
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed windows will be acceptable for the zoning of the property, or if an alternate solution is 
arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC 
should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed windows will not be acceptable to the zoning of the property, and 
no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return 
with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the 
request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $19,643.80 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work, when finished, will be consistent with the zoning requirements 
for this property. Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the 
all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of replacing fifteen windows on a dwelling at this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed windows would not be out of character with the nature of other 
structures in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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 BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMIT 060965 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 10/21/2019] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision to be based on information presented during the Work Session – Part of Item 1) 
 
 
Item: 
Case 060965– 2655 Calle de Parian, submitted by William and Stephan McIlvaine;  a request for a zoning permit to replace 
a metal roof on the main dwelling at this address with a tile roof. Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 
  
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed roof will be acceptable for the zoning of the property, or if an alternate solution is 
arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC 
should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed roof will not be acceptable to the zoning of the property, and no 
other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return with 
a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the request 
not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $30,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work, when finished, will be consistent with the zoning requirements 
for this property. Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the 
all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and approve this request. 
• The proposed work consists of replacing a roof on a dwelling at this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed wall meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed roof would not be out of character with the nature of other structures 
in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMIT 060966 
[PZHAC REVIEW –10/21/2019] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision to be based on information presented during the Work Session – part of Item 1) 
 
Item: 
Case 060966– 2655 Calle de Parian, submitted by William and Stephan McIlvaine; a request for a zoning permit to restucco 
the main dwelling at this address. Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 
  
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting. (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the style of the proposed stucco will be architecturally appropriate or acceptable for the property, or 
if an alternate solution is arrived at, then the request can be approved on the assumption that all requirements of the Code 
will be satisfied. The PZHAC should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed stucco will not be architecturally appropriate or acceptable to the 
property, and no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant 
can return with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based 
on the request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $16081.15 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed stucco will be consistent with the historical and architectural character 
of the property and the area. Additionally, the PZHAC will need to determine that the request is consistent with the all other 
sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of stuccoing an existing dwelling at this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed windows would not be out of character with the nature of other 
structures in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
OCTOBER 21, 2018 

ITEM 1 
 

Submitted by Willian and Stephan McIlvaine; a request to discuss plans for the renovation of the main dwelling on a 
residential property at 2655 Calle de Parian, including the replacement of windows (Case 060964), replacing the roof 
Case 060965), and restucoing the dwelling (Case 060966).  Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 
 
This request was originally scheduled to be heard by the PZHAC at their October 7, 2019 Work Session and 
Regular Meeting but was postponed to this meeting due to the fact that neither the applicants nor their 
representative ware present to discuss the request. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: 
According to the Historic Register for the Town (see attached), the subject dwelling on the property appears to have been 
built in 1935 out of adobe. When the inventory of structures was completed in 1979, the dwelling had a flat roof with tin 
canales. It appears that a number of changes were done to the dwelling since the inventory was taken. (There are no 
records in the files indicating what was done or when the changes to the dwelling took place.)  
 
The applicant would like to renovate the dwelling and bring the appearance of the structure more in line with the 
character of the Town. This includes changing the roof covering to a darker color, changing the style of windows, and 
using a different stucco color (see attached).  
 
The applicant has submitted several zoning permit requests for the proposed work. Photos of the structure along with 
diagrams of the proposed windows and roof material are attached to illustrate what currently exists and what will be 
done. Excerpts from the Historical Register are also included for reference. The permits are as follows:  
 
1. Case 060964 … a request for a zoning permit to remove and replace fifteen windows on the main dwelling at this 
address. 
2. Case 060965 … a request for a zoning permit to replace a metal roof on the main dwelling at this address with a tile 
roof. 
3. Case 060966 …; a request for a zoning permit to restucco the main dwelling at this address. 
 
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CODE: 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work will not result in any changes to the structure that will affect 
its Historical character, and that the work will be consistent with the following sections of the Code: 

Chapter 18.33 – Historic Preservation 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 
A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic buildings and its historic 
districts are among its most valued and important assets. The board finds that some buildings having historical, 
architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been neglected, altered or destroyed notwithstanding the feasibility 
of preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate consideration of the irreplaceable loss 
to the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character of Mesilla is of vital importance in 
maintaining the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and the buildings in its historic district can be 
preserved, rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the 
owners of property.  
 
B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and use of historic 
landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they have a special character or a 
special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders of the history and 
heritage of this town, state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that this chapter is required in 
the interest of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. The board declares as a matter of 
public policy that the identification and designation of historic landmarks and historic districts and the approval or 
disapproval of exterior changes to designated property or their demolition or relocation or new construction on the 
site are stated to be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 
 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed renovations and will be 
available to answer any questions that may arise. 
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PHOTOS OF THE DWELLING FROM CALLE DEL OESTE 
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PHOTO OF THE DWELLING SHOWING THE EXISTING ROOF 

 
 

PHOTOS OF OTHER ROOF AND DWELLING STYLES IN THE AREA 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER ROOF AND DWELLING STYLES IN THE AREA 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER ROOF AND DWELLING STYLES IN THE AREA 

 

 28103



 
BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMITS 060967 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 10/21/2018] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision to be based on information presented during the Work Session – Item 2) 
 
 
 
Items: 
Case 060967 – 2363 Calle de Santiago, submitted by Mary Lucero; a request for a zoning permit to install photo-voltaic 
cells on a dwelling at this address.  Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed photo-voltaic panels are architecturally appropriate or acceptable for the zoning of the 
area as proposed, or if an alternate solution is arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements 
of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed photo-voltaic panels would not be architecturally appropriate or 
acceptable to the zoning of the area, and no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the 
request further until the applicant can return with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC 
should deny the request based on the request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $20,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed photo-voltaic panels, when finished, will be consistent with other 
development in the Historic Residential zoning district.  Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the 
request, as submitted, is consistent with the all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to 
this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of adding photo-voltaic panels to an existing dwelling at this address.  
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed renovations meet all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed panels would be out of character with the nature of other structures 
in the area if the panels were seen from the street and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to 
the BOT with the following CONDITION: 
- The panels shall be mounted on the southern pitched roof exposure so that they will not be seen from Calle 

de Santiago. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
 

104



PZHAC WORK SESSION 
OCTOBER 21, 2019 

ITEM 2 
 

Submitted by Mary Lucero; a request to discuss plans to install photo-voltaic cells on a dwelling at 2363 Calle de 
Santiago (Case 060967) Zoned: Historical Residential (HR) 
 
This request was originally scheduled to be heard by the PZHAC at their October 7, 2019 Work Session and 
Regular Meeting but was postponed to this meeting due to the fact that neither the applicant nor her 
representative ware present to discuss the request. 
 
The installation of photo-voltaic cells on dwellings has generally been allowed to be approved administratively through 
Mesilla when they are located on flat roofs with parapets and generally cannot be seen from the street. However, in cases 
where they can be seen from the street in the Historic Zoning District, the PZHAC has required that the case be brought 
before the PZHAC for review, with final approval by the “Board of Trustees (BOT).  That is the case with this 
application.  
 
The applicant would like to install a number of solar panels on the roof of the dwelling at this address, but the dwelling 
has a pitched roof with shingle covering and the roof portion the panels will be located on (west side) is visible from Calle 
de Santiago. Due to the angle of the sun during the day, this portion of the roof is the best location for the panels. The 
panels could be located at the rear of the dwelling, which is also pitched, but this would not be as efficient. 
 
Estimated Cost: @ 20,000.00 
   
CONSISTENCY WITH THE CODE: 
There is nothing in the Code that directly addresses the screening of utilities in the Historic Districts. The PZHA has 
usually addressed this issue through the Historic Preservation section of the Code (Chapter 18.33) quoted below.   
 
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work will not result in any changes to the structure that will affect 
its Historical character, and that the work will be consistent with the following sections of the Code: 

Chapter 18.33 – Historic Preservation 
18.33.040 Declaration of purpose and statement of public policy. 
A. The board of trustees declares that the historical heritage of Mesilla and its historic buildings and its historic 
districts are among its most valued and important assets. The board finds that some buildings having historical, 
architectural, aesthetic and cultural value have been neglected, altered or destroyed notwithstanding the feasibility 
of preserving and continuing the use of such buildings and without adequate consideration of the irreplaceable loss 
to the public and the town. The board finds that the historic character of Mesilla is of vital importance in 
maintaining the economy of the town and that its historic landmarks and the buildings in its historic district can be 
preserved, rehabilitated and used. The board finds that this chapter benefits all the residents of Mesilla and all the 
owners of property.  
 
B. The board of trustees declares as a matter of public policy that the preservation, protection and use of historic 
landmarks and buildings in the historic districts are a public necessity because they have a special character or a 
special historic, architectural, aesthetic or cultural value and thus serve as visible reminders of the history and 
heritage of this town, state and nation. The board declares as a matter of public policy that this chapter is required in 
the interest of the health, safety, welfare and economic well-being of the public. The board declares as a matter of 
public policy that the identification and designation of historic landmarks and historic districts and the approval or 
disapproval of exterior changes to designated property or their demolition or relocation or new construction on the 
site are stated to be a public purpose. [Ord. 2011-03] 
 

The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed renovations and will be 
available to answer any questions that may arise. 
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PHOTO OF DWELLING FROM CALLE DE SANTIAGO, FACING SOUTHWEST 

 
 

PHOTO OF DWELLING FROM CALLE DE SANTIAGO, FACING EAST  
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BOT ACTION FORM 

BUILDING PERMITS 060973 
[PZHAC REVIEW – 10/21/2019] 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
 

(Decision to be based on information presented during the Work Session – Item 3) 
 
 
Items: 
Case 060973 – Immediately adjacent to the east side of 2138 Calle del Sur (address to be assigned) submitted by Davie and 
Kelly Salas; a request for a zoning permit to allow the construction of two rental units on a property at this address. Zoned: 
Historical Residential (HR) 
  
Staff Analysis: 
The proposed work was discussed in the PZHAC Work Session held prior to this meeting.  (Please refer to the information 
provided in the write-up for this item in the Work Session.) 
 
If it is determined that the proposed dwellings will be acceptable for the zoning of the property, or if an alternate solution is 
arrived at, then the request can proceed on the assumption that all requirements of the Code will be satisfied. The PZHAC 
should continue on to approve the request based on the Findings stated below. 
 
If, on the other hand, it is determined that the proposed dwellings will not be acceptable to the zoning of the property, and 
no other solution can be reached, then the PZHAC should either postpone the request further until the applicant can return 
with a proposal that meets the standards set forth by the PZHAC; or the PZHAC should deny the request based on the 
request not meeting any or all of the Findings as listed.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $235,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed work, when finished, will be consistent with the zoning requirements 
for this property. Additionally, the PZHAC will also need to determine that the request, as submitted, is consistent with the 
all other sections of the Building and Zoning Codes that may be applied to this project. 
 
Findings that need to be made: 

• The PZHAC has jurisdiction to review and recommend approval of this request to the BOT. 
• The proposed work consists of constructing two dwellings on a vacant half acre property at this address. 
• The PZHAC has determined that the proposed work meets all applicable Code requirements. 

 
PZHAC ACTION: 

The PZHAC determined that the proposed dwellings would not be out of character with the nature of other 
structures in the area and voted 3 – 0 to recommend APPROVAL of this request to the BOT. 
 

BOT OPTIONS: 
1. Approve the application as recommended by the PZHAC.     
2. Approve the application with conditions.  
3. Reject the application.  

  
BOT ACTION: 
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PZHAC WORK SESSION 
OCTOBER 21, 2019 

ITEM 3 
 

Submitted by Davie and Kelly Salas, a request to discuss plans to construct two rental units on a lot immediately adjacent 
to the east side of 2138 Calle del Sur (Case 060973) Zoned: Historic Residential (HR) 
 
This property was created by a Summary Subdivision (Case 060473) submitted by Antonio Fierro that was approved by 
the PZHAC January 3, 2017 and the BOT on October 16, 2017; and filed with Dona Ana County in February, 2018. 
 
The subject lot was originally part of a 0.99 acre lot existing lot that was divided in half with the dividing line between the 
two proposed lots running north-south through the middle of the property along the west edge of a pecan grove which has 
since been removed. The subject property is the eastern property that contained the pecan grove. The property has 80 feet 
of frontage on Calle del Sur and has access to the road and all required utilities.  

In addition to the subject property, the applicant owns two 0.25 acre properties at 2217 and 2219 Calle de Parian. Each of 
these two properties contains two dwellings that are similar to the dwellings proposed for the subject lot on Calle del Sur. 
The style of the proposed dwellings will “Northern New Mexico” (see attached Yguado checklist), and will be similar to 
the development of the 0.25 acre property at 2219 Calle de Parian (see attached site plan, elevations and floor plans). The 
dwellings, which will be located along the east edge of the property, will each be one-story and about 1200 square feet in 
size each with a portion of the roof being a metal covered shallow-pitched roof with a maximum height of about 14.5 feet 
at the ridgeline. This will be similar to other dwellings in the area and along Calle del Sur (see attached photos).  Each 
dwelling will have four off-street parking spaces (two in carports and two outside of the carports, as shown in the attached 
site plan). Access will be by a 20 foot wide driveway to that will run through the center of the property and will meet the 
standards for access roads set forth in Appendix D (Fire Apparatus Access Roads) of the International Fire Code adopted 
by MTC Chapter 15.20.  
 
Estimated Cost: @ $235,000.00 
   
Consistency with the Code:  
The PZHAC will need to determine that the proposed dwellings will be compatible with the surrounding properties, 
especially the development zone for the property, and that the proposed dwellings will be compatible with the Zoning 
Code for the area.  
 
The lot size of 0.49 acres (@ 2100 square feet) is well above the minimum lot size of 8000 square feet required for new 
lots containing two dwellings in the HR zone. (MTC Section 18.35 – HR Zone allows more than one dwelling on a 
property in the HR zone provided that the lot contains a minimum of 4000 square feet per dwelling unit.) 
 
The applicant will be present at the work session to provide further details about the proposed construction, and to 
answer any questions that may arise. 
 

PHOTOS OF SUBJECT PROPERTY 
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PHOTO OF THE DWELLING TO THE NORTH  

 
PHOTO OF THE DWELLING TO THE WEST  
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PHOTO OF THE DWELLING TO THE EAST  

 
 

PHOTO OF APARTMENTS TO THE SOUTH  
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS ALONG CALLE DEL SUR 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS ALONG CALLE DEL SUR 

 
 

PHOTO OF DWELLING TO THE NORTH 
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PHOTOS OF OTHER DWELLINGS TO THE NORTH 
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PHOTOS OF APPLICANT’S DWELLINGS AT 2217, 2219 CALLE DE PARIAN 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-26 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ACTING ON A 120-DAY 
MORATORIUM REGARDING MULTIFAMILY HOUSING IN THE HISTORIC 

RESIDENTAL ZONE. 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (BOT) made mention of acting on a moratorium regarding 
multifamily housing in the Historic Residential Zone at previous meetings; and  
 
WHEREAS, the BOT would like to clarify the Historic Residential Zone code regarding population 
density desired; and  
 
WHEREAS, the BOT heard public comments and found that a moratorium on multifamily housing 
in the Historic Residential Zone would be appropriate until further review/research and possible 
ordinance changes are made; and  
 
WHEREAS, changes to Mesilla Town Code as they relate to multifamily housing and population 
density are a benefit to the Town of Mesilla; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Mesilla that 
the Board of Trustees grant a 120-day moratorium on multifamily housing in the historic residential 
zone.  
 
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED on this 25th day of November 2019.  
 
 
 
       _________________________ 
ATTEST:      Nora L. Barraza 
       Mayor 

_________________________ 
Cynthia Stoehner-Hernandez 
Town Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
Roll Call: 
Mayor Barraza   _____ 
Mayor Pro-Tem Johnson-Burick _____  
Trustee Caro    _____ 
Trustee Garcia    _____ 
Trustee Arzabal   _____ 
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